THE JOVIAN SYSTEM IS RESOURCE-RICH, 
AND, ATLEAST IN THE EARLY DAYS, YOU 


DID NOT NEED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS. 


AFTER THE RESONANCE Mt 
‘GREEN ASTRONOMERS INS! 


‘OKAY, THE VIEW IS DID YOU REMIND HIM THAT IT TOOK THE U.N.S. UMMM... NO. I 
PRETTY IMPRESSIVE, FIFTY-TWO YEARS, AND OVER TWENTY THOUSAND } | KNOW THAT. 
RESONANCE GENERATORS TO DO THE JOB? AND 
THAT EVEN THEN IT WAS AN ACCIDENT? 


NEXT TIME You. 
commond Es MEANT TORE, HEAR SOMEBODY SAY “1 
us IO POPPED LIKE A GRAPE ONE [| WOULDN'T DO THAT FOR ALL THE 

TT TO REMIND ME THAT THE DAY, RIGHT OUT OF THE BLUE. AND HeR | NICKELS IN JUPITER," YOU'LL KNOW 
U.N.S, CAN DESTROY PLANETS. IM NiCKEL-IRON CORE SHOT STRAIGHT INTO JUPITER. | THEY PROBABLY CAN'T BE BOUGHT. 


ENOUGH SIGHT~SEEING. THE SHIPWRIGHTS ARE STILL | | IT SOUNDS LIKE THEY'RE MAKING DID YOU TELL THEM IT NEEDS TO BE 
HOW ARE THE REPAIRS J) WORKING ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE. | | GOOD TIME, I DIDN'T THINK DRAINED? BECAUSE I FORGOT TO. 
COMING? ‘THERE'S A TEST OF ARTIFICIAL | | THEY'D GET THE REC-DECK Fey PROERELY TA _MENTION THAT. 
GRAVITY SCHEDULED FOR A FEW | | DRAINED FOR AT LEAST. 
‘MINUTES FROM NOW, | | ANOTHER COUPLE OF DAYS, FIGURE IT OUT JUST AFTER THE 


Finnie plant at Five percent. 
Restoring deck gravity now. 


siobbi ‘a 
‘somothing shiFting Could bo. There's some air 


are un ae deena. movomont...quito a lob oF it 
ports actually. find I think T hoor 


running wateaaARAuGHurgle... SS Ropoat, ploasc? I'm losing 
you over the sound oF 
the... is that a toilot? 


Holla. I need to speak to 
your captain, pe 
Ry | think he’s out 


sight-seeing with 
the officers. You 
‘can call him, 


Na, T can't. My hypercamm 
went out when the Flood 
knocked me into the 
bulkhoad. 


Most of my Friends are being 
restored From backup while 
their chassis are drainad. 


then a zill-trillion 
ers o rec-deck water 
came crashing down on 
‘em. An’ you know, halF 
these bots don’t have 


water seals, oy) rm 


Poor ship-bot whined! 
about how his commo 
Was shot, an’ his Friends 
were being restored 
From backups. 


LIEUTENANT, WEY my Boomex? | | NOT THE DOPED STUFF YOU USED. I'M TALKING a" 
Neep To cleanup} 2"guew (fait | | AEOUT THE BATGH I CONFISCATED FROM YOU. THATS. KIND 
YOUR BOOMER /up, Rencmaess || APPARENTLY IT GOT LOOSE DURING THE OF EXCITING 
BACK ON THE EXCITEMENT, METASTASIZED, AND. 

SPREAD INTO OTHER DECKS 

OF THE TOUGH-AND-<2O. 


‘AND OF COURSE BY 
"WE" I MEAN "YOU." 


HEY THERE, LITTLE GUYS, I 
UNDERSTAND A BOOMEX 
COLONY GOT LOOSE 


even if we could 

Find your explosives, 

A hone of us would go 
— 


anyuhora near thom. 


YOU DON'T NEED TO FIND: 
THEM, THEY'LL FIND YOU. 
TLL Just PUT OUT SOME 
BalT, AND ANY ROGUE 
COLONIES WILL ATTACH 
‘THEMSELVES AND WAIT. 


‘Oh. That dogsn't sound 
so bad. ihat’s that 
you're using 

For bait? 


Contra}, please back 
es ere 
bad Fooling about this. 


That's... a big pile oF 
boomex, all clumped around 
a live detonator. 


‘T WOULD NEED TO PUSH THE RED 
BUTTON ON THIS ACTUATOR TO MAKE 
IT LIVE, GUT 1’M GOING TO PUSH THE 
GREEN BUTTON, WHICH WILL MAKE 
THAT PILE OF BOOMEX AND 

THE DETONATOR 

GO INERT. 


NOBOOY TOLD ME I WAS RED- 
GREEN COLORGLIND, WHEN DID. 
THAT HAPPEN? 


WELCOME TO THE 


Tm an amorph. We're 
very rare. 


indlepenclent. contractor] 
with a shiny commissary card. 
Means my money is good here. 


NO MONEY. THE GREDIT'S BUILT IN TO 
THE CARO. OF COURSE, THAT'S A 
TEMPORARY CARD. I1'S'GO0D FoR 
A WEEK'S WORTH OF GROCERIES AT 
‘A TIME. BUY WHATEVER YOU WANT, 
BUT NO HOARDING OR 

"STOCKING UP.” 


reed Fett 
tilos, 


Bub you said | 
could get a 


All oF 6. And ie won't T SHOULD HAVE JUST TAKEN FS, 


take me a week WORD FOR IT INSTEAD OF, 


SAYING “PROVE IT." 


IF HE COMES BACK, 
BE SURE TO TELL HIM 
‘THAT THE SHELVING AND 
THE JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 


‘ARE NOT ON THE MENU. 


wanted proof | 
all that Food. Went 


THAT'S NEVER MADE YOU 
SICK BEFORE. HOW MUCH 
DID You EAT? 


DISCRIMINATING 
WHEN YOU BINGE. 


I'm not sick. I'm digesting. | Ye 

need to neutralize z f 

his solvent. so pel CArear cre 
ie solvent 20 wm 

to cat's re, 


zah, | quess You ae: 
could look at iF that, 


FRANKLY, MY OEAR, 
Pun Be Sa 
a2 i 7) 
(=) VV ~~? 
« ° ee 


ie ae 
) 


‘SOIT JS A SERGEANT. YOU'RE So... what do WELL... MY JAR Is 
‘AUEUTENANT I THE SAME: PORTABLE. WE 
COMPANY, RIGHT? Meu ele For Eur 


‘COULD PLAN A 


around here? uo PLAN A 


PP waruvo.irs 
‘UNDER HOUSE ARREST, 
AND YOU'RE IN CHARGE. 


How'd you end up in ALSO, 1 THINK HE GAVE ME | SO NOW I'M REO-GREEN 

the Jar, Piz DYSLENA. T CAN'T REMEMBER] COLORBLIND, AND THE 
WHICH Slog OF THE DETONATOR BUTTONS ARE 
ACTUATOR THE RED REVERSED. THIS HAS TO 8E 
BUTTON IS SUPPOSED SOWKE KIND OF SUPER- 


TO BE ON. SECRET, ULTRA-BLACK-OP 
‘ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT, 
om) 
WHO PUT ME BACK PARANOIA MAY BE 
TOGETHER LAST TIME ‘COMFORTABLE, BUT IT'S NOT 
SCREWED UP MY EYES. J F EXACTLY AA SECURITY BLANKET, 


WE'VE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE. 1 DON'T WANT TO 
GET WORKED ON BY THE SAME DOCTOR WHO 
ALMOST GOT ME KILLED LAST TIME. 


> Gat 


“Malpractice 
sutr 


“SECOND OPINION?" 


‘Oh, that’s easy to 
Fix, Massey told! me 
the two magic words. 


GREAT, NOW I 
‘GET NO COCTOR 


HELLO) DID SOMEONE CALL THANK YOU FOR NOT USING THE 
PLASMA CANNON, 


This way | 
get a meal and a 
souvenir. 


Brotty bad. You | | WHAT? WE DIDN'T RUN OUT OF MONEY, 
KGALASTAN, GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS, CAPTAIN | paid the grunts | DID WE? I WAS VERY CAREFUL TO. 


TAGON'S TEMPORARY QUARTERS ABOARD THE Just a lite too |) WATCH THURL WHILE He COUNTED 
UNS. BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENG. ert tha tine, | [VERY CAREFULLY. 


Bad news, 


‘No, it’s not that. Wo've still 
‘got plonty banked against 
rainy days, next month's 
Payroll, and potty cash. 
JUST GOT PAID. 


HANDSOMELY, REPAIRS 
ARE ALMOST COMPLETE, 
HOW BAD CANT EE? 


Most of the non- 
human grunts are 


RETIRING? Wa? \(Too good. That's 
THEYRE MAKIN the problem, 


With the combat bonus, 

the generous scale, and the other 
‘multipliers From that last op, a grunt 

can buy a ticket across the galaxy, 
settle down someplace nice, and not have 
to work For a couple of years at least. 


BUT... I THOUGHT THESE PEOPLE 
LOVED THEIR WORK! 


Thay do, The 

ones you're losing 

are the anes who haven't 

seen offensive action since 

the HTAN takedown. I think 
maybe they Foe! alienate 
insufficient ‘esprit de corps. 


1PAID THEM} Some things are 
EXTRA! -( more important than 
@ Fat paychock. 


False alarm. I thought he'd had an 
anourism and gone catatonic, but just 
fwo minutos ago he got up and 
hoaded For the bar. 


BARKEEP! | NEED SOMETHING IT'S PROBABLY NOT GOOD BUSINESS | THAT DOESN'T Vl THAT DEPENDS ON 
‘STRONG. SOMETHING THAT TAKES: TO SAY SO, BUT T'VE FOUND THE | SOUND STRONG THE CHASER 
[AN UPSIDE-DOWN UNIVERSE, AND SORT OF CLARITY YOU'RE LOOKING | ENOUGH. 


Uns I Ren SIDE UP FOR ONLY CONES IN ATLL 
GLASS OF SOBRIETY. " 


I CALL THIS ORINK “SOBRIETY.” 
DON'T ASK WHY IT'S BROWN, 


NOW... HOW'S THE MERCENARY 
BUSINESS? 


HOW DO YOU KNOW I'M A, T.USED TO RUN A PLACE 
MERCENARY? ON ELLTOOINE CALLED 
‘ORANGE sHiRT, |} ALDO'S. 
BLOND CREW-CUT LIKE THE 
PROW OF AN ICEBREAKER 
YOU'RE ONE OF A KIND. 


HEY, THAT'S THE NAME OF THIS 
PLACE, 


"AND YOU'VE ONLY 
'SNIFFED THAT SHOT OF 
SOBRIETY, IT'S THAT GOOD. 


SO... WHAT'S EATIN' YOU2 t I'M LOSING A BUNCH OF MY GERIATRICS, HUH? WELL, | | THERE MIGHT BE A COUPLE OF 
CREW. THEY'RE RETIRING, YOU'RE INA YOUNG MAN'S | | GERI-WHATSITS. THEY RE, 
BUSINESS, AFTER ALL. | | ALL ALIENS. ‘ARE THEY OLD 
"ALIENS, PERCHANCE? 


TM WORRIED. WORD GETS AROUND TOO WELL. MY ADJUTANT | OY, YOU'RE THE BLOKE WORD GETS AROUND 
FAST, YOU KNOW. I LOST HALF MY SAYS I PAID "EM TOO WELL, | WHAT'S RECRUITIN', FAST, YOU KNOW? 
CREW, I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO 
RECRUIT MORE, 


HEY, YOU SAID THEY'RE 
RETIRING, THATS NOT 
SO BAD. SOUNDS LIKE 

YOU PAY WELL, AT LEAST. 


INEED THURL, BRAD, AND ELF 
‘OUT FRONT, HOW, WITH A TABLE, 
AND A VIEW OF THE TOUCH= 


WE'RE RECRUITING. FILLING 
HOLES IN THE ROSTER. 


‘EYE~CANDY. POSTER-CHILDREN. 
“JOIN UP, AND MAYBE YOU'LL 


‘T HEARD THAT, SIR 
LOOK THIS GOOD IN UNIFORM.” SE 
Jad 


(OH, AND THURL'S 
‘ALSO THERE TO SAY "LOOK, 
KIDS... YOU CAN DO THIS JOS 
AND LIVE TO BE AN OLD GUY" 


Thurl can handle 
the paperwork sala. 
What are EIE and Brad For 


THERE IS TO BE 
‘NO MENTION OF LIEUTENANT 
PIBALD'S HEAD, NOR THE JAR. 


What's going an? 


LOOK AT ‘EM. NO, THEY'RE NOT. 
THEYRE ALL / THOSE TWO ARE 'RILLAS. 
HUMANS. jg AND THERE'S A ‘pANZEE 
‘ON THAT LOKIE 

IN THE BACK. 


YOU KNOW WHAT T 
MEAN, THEY'RE ALL 


Do you remember what | cid to the 


I'M NOT WORRIED. 
Cops who said that about us? ELIZABETH CAN 
TERRANS. THEY ALL 


“TAKE ‘EM, 
LOOK ALIKE, | 


THE 'RILLAS ARE THE 


‘CUTE FURRY ONES, RIGHT? 


7 WE LIKE IT. THE TOUCH-AND-GO WAS FORMERLY THE INTEGRITY, 
IN THE RECRUTTING J SO THAT'S YOuR FLAGSHIP FOR *PRANGER'S BANGERS;" UNDER THE 
QUEUE. SCE AMPHENN COMMAND OF COLONEL 

RAKE PRANGER 


THE COLONEL PRANGER ( NO. WE SHOT IT DOWN, AND LAID | | WOW... YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL AND YOU'VE 
GAVE YOU A WARSHIP? )y SALVAGE CLAIM TO IT’ ON YSTRE.| | SEEN ‘REAL ACTION. 00 YOU HAVE YOUR 
OWN CABIN THERE ON THE “TOUCH 
— ne-PLEASE? 


I THINK I LEFT MY BOYFRIEND SHOT OOWN JJ ..WITH AN ANTIMATTER THAT HE'D BEEN WEARING FOR YEARS 
‘Our SOME KEY PRANGER'S FLAGSHIP. GRENADE! ‘AS AN EPAULET. 

DETAILS, LET me 

FILL THEM IN, 


I THINK I JUST 
REMEMBERED SOMEPLACE ELSE 
T’'M SUPPOSED TO BE RIGHT NOW. 


QUESTIONING THE R 


SO. WHAT ARE 
‘QUARTERS AND 
THE BENEFITS mETes MD 
MEDICAL’, THE 
USUAL 


0 YOU COVER ELECTIVE] 
COSMETIC SURGERY? 


JUST RECONSTRUCTION FOR 
INJURIES SUFFERED IN THE 
LINE OF DUTY. 


WHAT IF 1 IF YOU SNORE THROUGH 


ACCIDENTALLY GET 
SHOT IN THE NOSE 


THAT THING, I'M SURE 
‘SOME FRIENDLY FIRE 
COULD BE ARRANGED. 


ARE THERE ALIENS 
IN THE 


‘COMPANY? 


Thurt's signed up around Thexperience, mostly. There 
thirty, and has turned away )} | were @ couple of weirdos, 
about half’ that many. though. 


WHAT'S HE TURNING 
THEM AWAY FOR? 


VIOLENT SOCIOPATHS? 


No, all those are 
getting signed 
Fight up. 


GOOD MAN, 


HEY, AM I TOO) THIS ISN'T THE LINE 
LATE TO SIGN FOR *SQUEAKIKO, 
IDAHO" CONCERT 

TICKETS, WE'RE A 

MERCENARY 

COMPANY. 


1 GOT THAT. THE LINE FULL OF 816, 
THICK-NECKED GOONS WAS A DEAD 
GWEAWAY. 1 WANT IN, 


DOES YOUR MOTHER KNOW YOU'RE HERE? 
‘0 YOUR GREAT-GRANOCHILOREN 
KNOW YOU'RE HERE? 


100k, WE GOT OFF TO A CILIAN CONTRACTOR, EH2 |} I'M A ROBOTICIST. 1 
ROUGH START. MY NAME IS WHAT DO YOU D0? || DO ROBOTS. MEANWHILE, 
Pat VENTURA, "TWA EON 

eRe, AND T WANT Oui (z. 


Ti NOT SURE WE NEED A IVE HEARD THE RUMORS, AND 1 CAN |] \ AND YOU'RE THAT 
ROBOTICIST ON STAFF RIGHT) || COUNT HEADS. THERE ARE LESS THAN 
NOW, MS. VENTURA ‘A HUNDRED OF YOU ON A WARSHIP 

BUILT FOR THOUSANDS, 


AUTOMATING THINGS, BUT IF YOU TF 
WANT REAL FORCE-MULTIPLICATION, 
YOU NEED THE HELP OF AN EXPERT. 


1 CAN REPLACE DESK-MEAT LIKE 
YOU WITH A TURING DYNAMO, AN 
ELIZA HELIX, AND A WHITE NOISE 
GENERATOR, 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND: 
CURRENTLY DRYDOCKED. 


IT LOOKS PRETTY 
GOOD, YOU'RE SURE 
EVERYTHING IS 

UP TO SPEC? 


Absolutely. Granted, after those debacles with the 
water and the explosives we were concerned that 
the project would fake longer than we bid, but it 
turned out ta be pretty straightforward. 


Ai did the pravious raft, Daysun-Tingos 


Thay wore oxtramaly holpeul. 


ROBOTS.” 


a7 


DID THEY TELL YOU ABOUT THERE HE IS... THIS WON'T JIM CAPTAIN, THE LITTLE LADY: 
‘THE CASUALTIES THEY TAKE A MINUTE: HERE WANTS AN OFFICER 
SUFFERED ON BOARD THIS @\| SLOT. SAYS SHE “DOES, 


Th yes. You had thom quite 
terrorized. But don't tet it go to 
your head. Here on the Marokwong| 
we have much harsher masters. 


Sir... I've got the latest Medical treatment has been )}| The investigation has bean 
ews on Lieutenant Bibald’s )}| suspended pending a suspended because Sergeant] 
raganeration. malpractice investigation. Schiock ate the altornoy 
drone thay sent, and then 
checked himself’ and Bi 
out af the hospital. 


They've 
gotten 
smarter, 


Y THE WAY, ENNESBY, THIS IS No. What id wes ™ 

ENSIGN PARA VENT You moan THAT'S WHAT I SAID. CT Ne eo. 

ESIGN PARA VENTURA. SHE'S Beret haysoed hallwit," and I think you 
just said iF again, 


8) 


o~ 


LOOK, AL LXNOW 15 THAT OUR MEW Wow. There are 30 
& AND SHE'S many places T could 
GOT QUITE A REPUTATION FOR IT. fake us with that Tnsinuendoria. state be Me_/“nlrondy reserved 

dauble entendre. Proper Les, ACA hotel and a lima, 


Irs like a First-class, | | YOUR FACE WOULD 
one-way tichat ta 4] BE MORE EXPRESSIVE 


SHEP, YA CAN'T JUST NICK.. IT'S BEEN FIVE YEARS \]| I THOUGHT YOU ENLISTED || YEAH... WELL, NOW MY TROUBLES 

Leave! | | SINCE T've WALKED THE OLD }}| BECAUSE OF TROUBLES IN |] WILL HAVE TROUBLES WITH ME. 

NEIGHBORHOOD. I NEED TO ] || THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD. 
CATCH UP WITH FRIENDS. 


BESIDES, IF YOU HAVEN'T 
NOTICED, THE DATING SCENE 
HERE 1S A LITTLE ON THE 
QUIET SIDE 


T’® GONNA HEAD 

HOME AND FIND ME A 

‘CINNAMON-SKINNED BEAUTY 
WITH BIG, BROWN EYES, 


AND A CHASSIS UPGRADE WILL OO YOU 
SOME GOOD. BESIDES, ITLL BE FUNI 


No thanks. I'm 
not doing 
“Fun" today. 


GOING TO TAKE TIME TO ‘SQUEAMISH, THAD IN MIND. HAPPY DAY. 
PUT THIS COMPANY BACK 
TOGETHER 


HOW DOES THE WE'VE GAINED HEADCOUNT, | HM EXTORTION WOULD [| OKAY, THAT'S NOT THE ] THERE'S MORE THAN 
ROSTER LOOK, GD BUT LOST COHESION. IT'S WEED OUT THE KIND OF SHAKEDOWN _f ONE KIND? THIS 1S A 
‘THURLE 


“<) 


I THINK WE NEED A 
SHAKEDOUN MISSION. 


WHO ARE YOU, AND HOW DID. ‘TM PARA VENTURA. ERR. I MEAN, 
YOU CONVINCE TAGON THAT You | | ENSIGN PARA VENTURA. 
COULD POSSIBLY HELP? TM A ROBOTICIST. 

WHO ARE You? 


HEY... CAPTAIN TAGON 
SAID YOU MIGHT NEED 
SOME HELP? 


COMMANDER KEVIN. 
'ANDREYASN. 


WAIT... THE KEVN. 
ANDREYASN? INVENTOR 
(OF THE TeRAPORT? 


1 SEE MY BRILLIANCE 
HAS PRECEDED ME. 


BRILLIANCE? YOUR WORK WAS ALL DERIVATIVE. | OH, WAIT...IT DID EXPLODE IN 
YOU COMBINED NGUYEN'S RESEARCH ON WORMHOLE] YOUR FACE. YOU STARTED THE 
PROPERTIES, THREW IN SOME OFF-THE-SHELF FIRST PAN-GALACTIC WAR, 
NANOTECH,’ AND THEN GOT REALLY, REALLY AND NOW T HEAR WERE AT 
LUCKY WHEN THE WHOLE MESS WAR WITH ANDROMEDA OVER 
DIDN'T EXPLODE YOUR TERROR-PORT. 
IN YOUR FACE. 


YOU'RE CERTAINLY A CUTE. 
KID, IS THIS WHAT THEYRE 
TEACHING IN SCHOOL NOW? 


YOU'RE AN ARROGANT GENERALIST IF I PEE FAR, IT'S BECAUSE I 
WHO PLAGIARIZED OTHER PEOPLE'S 


OF GIANTS, 
MESS IN HISTORY. 


=| | STAND ON THE SHOULDERS. 
WORK AND MADE THE BIGGEST 
7, 


8 


Hay, Hevyn. I 
‘see’ you've mat 
our bright now 
recruit. 


I HAVE. I'M BUSY TRYING TO | EXACTLY HOW 

REINSTALL OUR SHIP'S BRAIN, | OLD DO YOU 

THOUGH, SOTDON'THAVE | THINK I AMZ 
‘TIME TO BABYSIT. 


YOU LOOK LIKE YOU'RE TWELVE. 
YOU WHINE LIKE YOU'RE SIX. DO. 
YOU WANT ME TO ADD THOSE 
NUMBERS, OR SUBTRACT THEM? 


THAT DEPENDS, ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO THE MATH YOURSELF, 
OR CRIB SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
NOTES? 


Okay, Ensigr 
Lol’s stop teasing 
the man with the antimatter 
chip on his shoulder. 


YOU'RE WEARING WHAT... UMM... WHAT 
ANTIMATTER? ARE THEY POWERING? 


LOOK, I'D LOVE TO JUST SIT 
AND TALK, BUT RIGHT NOW I'M 
‘TRYING TO RESTORE A DEAD A. 
FROM AN UNWOUND VANILLA 
HELIX, AND IT'S NOT GOING WELL. 


SINCE IT'S THE SHIP'S A.L., THIS 
SHIP ISN'T GOING ANYWHERE 
UNTIL TM DONE, UNTIL THE SHIP 
GOES SOMEWHERE, WE'RE NOT 
MAKING ANY MONEY, WHICH. 
MEANS I'VE GOT THE CAPTAIN 
BREATHING DOWN MY NECK. 


SINCE HE'S TOO BUSY TO. 
INTERFERE PERSONALLY, HE SENT 
YOU DOWN HERE. I GUESS HE 
‘THINKS THAT ROBOTICIST: 
MEANS ‘CAN BRING TAG BACK 
FROM THE DEAD.” 


IF YOU TRY TO RESTORE FROM 
THOSE STRANDS BEFORE 
REPLAITING, YOU'LL JUST 

STRIP THE CORE. 


THERE... YOU SHOULO BE L—/ WHY BOTHER, THOUGH? 
ABLE TO READ FROM 
THE HELIX NOW. 


TWO REASONS: FIRST, 1 
DON'T TRUST THE UNS, 
(QUITE THAT MUCH. 


‘TT SOUNDS LIKE YOU 
TREAT ROBOTS AS IF 
THEY'RE PEOPLE. 


“SECOND, | LIKED TAG. HE 
WAS SPOOKY AND ALOOF, 
‘AND HE WAS DEVELOPING. 

‘A TWISTED SENSE OF HUMOR, 


Oh, T don't 
know. he treats 
poopie lika thay'ro 
robots, 50 it gots 
kind of hard ta tall 


THAT SHOULD DO IT. HE'S 
ONLY MISSING A FEW DAYS 
OF DATA. FIRE HIM UP, AND, 
YOU'LL HAVE YOUR OLD 


HELLO, WORLD. INVALID 
MEMOWY HELIX DETECTED. 
SHALL T CONTINUE 
WITHOUT SAVING? 


WELL, CRAPY THERE'S NO] | Just kidding! How are you doing, 
WAY THAT) | Commander’? What did I miss? 
Heltx 751] who's the kid? 
ALTHOUGH IT 
MIGHT HAVE 
FERMENTED A 
LITTLE BIT. 


DON'T MIND ME, PIPSQUEAK. T'M 
JUST MARKING MY TERRITORY, 


COMPANY ASSEMBLY ABOARD | WE'VE GOT SOME NEW FACES WITH US He's doing pratty 
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP jb TODAY. WELCOME ABOARD. wall so Far. 
TOUCH-AND-60. 


7 IF YOU'RE HERE, IT'S 
BECAUSE YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO 8E 
HERE, AND WE'RE GLAD TO HAVE YOU. 


‘CHIEF WARRANT THURL HAS PREPARED ‘SOME OF YOU NEW RECRUITS HAVE | | SEE, IT'S NOT ENOUGH FOR YOU TO LAY COVERING FIRE 
ROSTER. EACH NEW RECRUIT WILLBE _] | ALMOST AS MUCH EXPERIENCE AS IDO. | | FOR YOUR COMRADES. THEY HAVE TO KNOW YOU'RE LAYING 
PAIRED UP WITH ONE OR TWO "OLD- | BUT THAT EXPERIENCE MEANS NOTHING | | THAT FIRE, AND THEY HAVE TO TRUST YOU NOT TO 


“TIMERS” FOR ORIENTATION IF WE CAN'T WORK AS A TEAM. ACCIDENTALLY SHOOT THEM IN THE HEAD. 
AND TRAINING. 


‘THAT'S WHAT TRAINING AND 
ORIENTATION ARE FOR, 


NOBODY SKIPS IT. 
EVERYBODY TRAINS, 
‘AND TRAINS HARD: 


Authority without 
condescension. Fiat |  tHuav's “BUDDY ROSTER" Is 
without ofFanse. | THEKEY. IN THE OLD EARTH 
aa CIRCUSES, THEY TOOK THE 
Ho's doing Fina EW UNTRAINED ELEPHANTS, 

{AND PUT TWO TRAINED. 

ELEPHANTS ON EITHER SIDE OF 

THEM TO TEACH THEM TO STAY 
IN THE PACHYDERM PARADE. 


TT WORKED FoR DUMB. 
ELEPHANTS, AND IT WORKS 
FOR PEOPLE, TOO, 


cut to the “Chiok 
Warrant’s Minuto." 


: sure, TLL 
JUST THROW MVSELE 
BETWEEN THEM, GREAT IDEA. 


YOU MIGHT WANT TO BE 
CAREFUL HOW YOU SAY 
THINGS. LIKE "DUMB 
ELEPHANT’ OB 
"PACHYDERM 


YOU MIGHT WANT TO BE CAREFUL | Hl MONEY DOESN'T MEAN YOU 
HOW YOU THREATEN THE GUY GET TO BE RACIST. 

WHO SIGNS YOUR PAYCHECK, AND 

AUTHORIZES YOUR AIR SUPPORT, 


MAYBE NOT, BUT CLOSE 
AIR SUPPORT COVERS. 
‘AMULTITUDE OF SINS. 


YOU'RE MISGUOTING IT. MAXIM | }\ NO. YOU SAID COVERS. IT'S || | OH, HEY. SO IT DOES, MAYBE IT | Mf AH. HERE WE GO. MAXIM ELEVEN: 
‘SUPPOSED TO BE|| ALSO SUGGESTS WHAT SHOULD | [BL “EVERYTHING IS AIR-DROPPABLE 
COVERETH. || D0 WITH A RECRUIT WHO EACK- ‘AT LEAST ONCE." 

TALKS DURING THE ORIENTATION 

ASSEMBLY, 


BY THE WAY, MERCENARY WORK. 
ISN'T. GOVERNMENT WORK, OUR 
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS ARE 
STRICT, WITH NO EXCEPTIONS. 
‘THURL SHOULD HAVE 

KNOWN THAT. 


YOUR TRUNK IS VERY NICE, BUT EVERYBODY 
NEEDS AT LEAST TWO HANDS. EVEN OUR 
FRELLENTI CORPORAL WITH HER 
PREHENSILE TONGUE HAD TO 
BE ABLE TO PICK THINGS 

UP WITH HER. 


‘THE ROSTER'S ON THE 
WALL. EVERYONE 
BUDDY UPI COMPANY 
DISMISSED. 


CONGRATULATIONS. YOU'VE GOT TWO 
HANDS, & TRUNK, A JOB, AND GOOD 
TASTE IN LITERATURE. DON'T RUIN IT BY 
‘COMPLAINING WHEN PEOPLE MENTION 
‘THAT YOU HAVE GREY SKIN AND 

‘WEIGH & LOT. 


'M JUST BIG-BONED. 


THAT'S WHAT I SAID. 
GREY SKIN, AND B76 
‘BONES. 


THURL, YOU HUNG ME OUT TO YOU COULD HAVE WARNED ME WHEREVER IT SORRY, THAT SOUNDED LIKE 
DRY OUT THERE! “THAT WE'D RECRUITED AN WANTS TO? ELEPHANT JOKE 
ELEPHANT. AND IT HAS HANDS, 
WHERE DOES A FIVE-TON 
ELEPHANT GET HANDS? 


ay 
i 


CH 


('M A NEOPHANT, FIRST-GENERATION. WE'RE SMALLER, 1 GET SO TIRED OF 
STRONGER, AND WeVe GOT HANDS WE CAN CURL YEERS LIKE 'HEY, FATSO" 


INTO FIs 


OB "REMEMBER Hee’ OR 
"CHECK OUT THE NOSE 
ON THAT Guy: 


IT's HARD, THOUGH, 
BECAUSE THE PREVIOUS 

GENERATION RESENTS US, AND 

WE STILL DON'T FIT IN WELL WITH HUMANS. 


S(wttoas moneey 


‘AARDVARK? 


(OW. FINE, WHATEVER, I DESIGNED THEM. WE | I'M A ROBOTICIST, NOT A GRUNT. WHY DO 1 IFT MAKES YOU FEEL ANY 
COMMANDER. HAVE YOu }] GOT ALITTLE TIRED OF | NEED TO BE BULLETPROOF? YOUR GIRLFRIEND, } | BETTER, YOU'RE NOT GOING 
SEEN THE UNIFORMS TO GET SHOT AT ALL 

WE'VE BEEN ISSUED? H - THE TIME. 


THEN WHY DO T HAVE BECAUSE YOU ONLY NEED TO ‘AND EVEN IF THERE 1S, IF YOU'VE BEEN 
TO WEAR BODY ARMOR GET SHOT ONCE IN ORDER WHINING & LOT, HE MAY JUMP A LITTLE 
ALL THE TIME? TO BE DEAD. 


YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHERE THAT SHOT MAY 
COME FROM, AND THERE MAY NOT WAY OUT 


rae reese ee ce 
ANCE ARMORED GRUNT 10, bs aes 


‘THE GRUNTS AREN'T ON PAYROLL 
TO WORK AS YOUR PERSONAL 
BODYGUARD, ENSIGN VENTURA. 


‘SHORT CHICK, JUST HIRED ON. WHINES A LOT. WE 
ISSUED HER SOME BODY ARMOR, LAST NAME OF 
"VENTURA," I THINK. 


or 


WHY ARE YOU 
HERE, AGAIN? 


‘THE CAPTAIN SAID 
THAT FABBER 
‘ONE IS MY DUTY 
STATION, 


NO, I MEAN HERE HERE. WHY 
DID YOU ENLIST WITHA 
MERCENARY COMPANY IF 
YOU'RE AFRAID OF 
GETTING SHOT AT? 


CAREER PATH. THE PAY | SO YOU'RE IN IT ISNT THAT WHAT ALL 
SCALING FOR CIVCON 15 | FOR THE MONEY. MERCENARIES ARE 
LOCKSTEPPED WITH NON- IN IT FOR? 


COMS, AND THERE'S A 
GLASS CEILING, 


IT'S NOT ALWAYS ABOUT MONEY. 
YOU HAVE TO BE PASSIONATE 
ABOUT YOUR WORK. YOU HAVE 
‘TO BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING IN ORDER TO DO IT WELL. 


I'M HERE BECAUSE I LOVE TO 
‘CREATE, AND BECAUSE I'VE 
GOT THE FREEDOM TO TURN 
MY IDEAS INTO HARDWARE. 
‘THAT HAPPENS TO BE GOOD 
FOR THE COMPANY. 


THAT SOUNDS EXACTLY 

LIKE WHAT T WANT TO 

00. THANKS FOR THE 
PEP-TALK, 


‘GOOD. HERE'S A LIST OF MY IDEAS 
THAT NEED TO BE TURNED INTO 
HARDWARE, 


REPLENISH MISSILE STORES, | | COMMANDER, THIS IS ALL DON'T AUTOMATE IT. TOUCH | | IF I FOLLOW THESE DESIGNS, 
REPLACE VA OuTRIDERS, | | STUFF YOU'VE BUILT BEFORE. ) |} IT AT EVERY STEP. CONSIDER || MY WORK WILL LOOK 
RESTOCK SHALL ARMS. PRODUCTION CAN BE ‘THIS YOUR JOURNEYMAN EXACTLY LIKE YOURS. 

4) | automareo. EXAM FOR THE FARBER, 


THERE YOU GO, LIEUTENANT. 
GOOD AS NEW. 


‘THURL HAS YOU BACK ON THE 
DUTY ROSTER ALREADY. HE SAYS 
‘THERE'S A SMALL DEMO PROJECT 
HE NEEDS YOU TO TAKE CARE OF 
WITH ONE OF THE NEW GRUNTS. 


FIRST DAY OUT OF THE 
BOTTLE, AND I'm ALREADY 
BACK IN THE SADOLE, TIME 
FOR THE BIG BOOM! 


‘I'M SUPPOSED TO BLOW 
WHAT NOW? 


T SNORE. THURL SUGGESTED 
FRIENOLY FIRE, SINCE THE 
CAPTAIN FROWNS ON ELECTIVE 
SURGERY. 


OKAY... I'LL MAKE IT LOOK LIKE WE 
WERE REPURPOSING SOME FLASH 
BANGS, ONE WENT OFF, AND THE 
END-CAP TAGGED YOU 'IN THE NOSE. 
EASY TO RIG. NO WAY TO MISS A 
TARGET THAT SIZE 


THIS IS REALLY: 
EMBARRASSING. 


I'M BUSY RIGHT NOW. 
CAN IT WAIT? 


Captain, Licutenant 
Commander Shadan 
needs you in the 

training room ASAD. Ho says that 

Corporal Chisulo, the 

‘lophant, wants to take 

you on with pugil-stichs. 


‘OKAY, FINE. THIS. 
WON'T TAKE LONG. 


reviquing video oF the He presents a big}| I don't think your || WE'RE HERE. YOU 
tick training right target, but his trunk Dorothy trick will CAN SHUT UP NOW. 
ives him a very || work. Basides... he = 
impressive reach. || won't grow bits back ‘Waar 
a 


like Schlack did. 


HERE YOU 
GO, SIR. f& 
(PRETTY SURE THAT'S 
ey g CHEATING. 


8) 


Ai 
}] [1 sorry, DID you aust 
‘SAY “THANK YOU SIRI MAY 1 
HAVE ANOTHER?" 
| 


VE, 


THANK YOU SIRY POINT.) 
UHM... TAKEN. 


EVERYBODY HAS TO DO IT. | I DON'T KNOW HOW ‘SHODAN? LET'S GET THAT SPOT 
COMPETITION HERE FOSTERS | TO FIGHT. T’n GOING |_ OH, YEAH. GOOD POIN CLEANED UP, SO NOBODY SLIPS 
‘COOPERATION IN THE FIELD. | TO GET KILLED. IBLIT. WE'LL WORK ON TERRAIN 


CORPORAL CHISULO 
WAS REALLY GOOD, 
‘AND HE GOT HIS EYE 
POKED OUT. 


ADVANTAGE ANOTHER DAY. 


‘OH, HEY. HE'S A UNIOC. SB UNIOCS DON'T BENEFIT FROM 
NO! DEPTH PERCEPTION, I] _ STEREOPTIC PARALLAX, BUT. 
THINK I CAN OO THIS ‘THEIR ENORMOUS EYE PROVIDES 
"ALONG FOCAL LENGTH, THEY 
PERCEIVE DEPTH QUITE 
ACCURATELY BY RAPIDLY 
‘SHIFTING FOCUS. 


| ‘NEXT UP, VENTURA AND. 


EBBIRNOTH! 
‘YOU'VE GOT EODY 

‘ARMOR, YOU'LL 

‘BE FINE. 


THAT'S ANOTHER REASON FOR 
‘THIS TRAINING. IT'S ONE THING 
‘TO BE BULLETPROOF. IT'S 
ANOTHER THING ENTIRELY TO. 
KEEP YOUR WITS ABOUT YOU 
WHEN YOU'VE BEEN KNOCKED 
BACK BY A DIRECT HIT. 


TWAS NOT ASKING FOR AN OBJECT 
LESSON, SERGEANT. 
Talk to 


Elizabeth. She's 
the one who 
scooped me up 
For a Frame oF 
"bowling For 
officers, 


Hae IVE 
FOUND WORK. 


wi 


TT'S A RELIEF MISSION. 
WE ACCOMPANY SUPPLIES 
TO THE CREDOMAR 
HABITAT, AND OVERSEE 
THEIR OISTRIBUTION. 


THERE'S BEEN SOME RIOTING, 
BUT NOBODY HAS ANYTHING 
SHARPER THAN STICKS AND. 
BOTILES. ITLL BE A PERFECT, 
LOW-RISK SHAKEDOWN TOUR 


DID YOU JUST WEASEL-WORD YOUR 
WAY AROUND SAYING “WHAT'S THE 
WORST THING THAT COULD HAPPEN" 


> TVE RUN A COST 

BENEFIT ANALYSIS, AND IT 
REMAINS PROFITABLE EVEN 
IN EXTREME CONTINGENCIES, 


HEY, YOU Just 
NOW INVOKED MURPHY, 
NOT ME, THOSE WEASEL-WORDS 
"ARE THERE FOR OUR PROTECTION. 


WHO'S FOOTING THE BILL ON | { WE'LL BE IN THE DIRECT YOU KNOW, IF YOU DON'T TRUST THEM, 
‘THIS? IT DOESN'T LOOK LIKE EMPLOY OF THE UNS, WE PROBAGLY SHOULON'T HAVE LET 
‘THE CREDOMITES HAVE ANY THEM REBUILD OUR SHIP. 


‘OKAY, BACK TO... HANG ON. JJ] 1 TOLD YOU [ T DID THE FIRST] THEN 1 OPTIMIZED THE | YOU'RE SHOWING YOU'RE 
Nor To UNIT OF Each BUILDS sO THEY CouLo _| OFF. INSECURE 
PUN'IN PARALLEL, CUTTING 


War's ace 
your Fagse|| Automare J eAtcr Sy HAND, 
BUNS Ate CONE AND T ToucreD | “FAgeER CYCLES BY "2x, 
YOURE RESUPPLIED. ieey step, aust | ‘uo eune You your | Kay) 
tke You rou] mateaet aeout a ony | COS 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE a 


TOUCH-AND-GO THIS IS TRAFFIC 


BAY 11, DRYDOCK 
‘ABOARD THE UNS. 
BATTLERLATE 
MOROKWENE, 


ichilock Mi 


CONTROL, YOU ARE CLEARED 
‘OVER. 


COPY THAT, TRAFFIC CONTROL. DO 
WENEED A LANE ASSIGNMENT? WE'RE 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING THE 
‘SIGHTS DURING OUR GRAND. 

EXIT, OVER. 


NOT MUCH TO SEE, TOUCH-| 
‘AND-GO. AND YOU'RE NOT 
‘GETTING THE GRAND EXIT. 
YOURE GETTING EJECTED. 
TRAFFIC CONTROL OMT. 


GUESS THIS WAY WE CAN'T 
LET THE DOOR HIT US ON 
‘OUR WAY OUT. 


‘MOROKWENG, THIS IS TOUCH-AND- 
GO. YOU'VE PORTED US TWELVE 
HOURS OUT IN A POLAR ORBIT. 


WE'RE SUPPOSED TO 
BE ACCOMPANYING A SHIPMENT 
(OF SUPPLIES TO THE CREDOMAR 
‘SYSTEM, BUT HAVEN'T BEEN. 


rm TOLD WHERE. rm TO MEET THEM, NEVER MIND. 


Somebody's got an The supply vessel we're (OH, YEAH. “EAT AND 
overdovaloped sonsa of escorting is a UNS: RUN" GETTT. 
Merchant Registry ship 


called Eafanrun. 


ind the First three 
charactors of hor 
call-sign are “MRE.” 


TAG, POP THE VDA, AND LET'S 

‘PORT INTO CREDOMAR BY THE 

USERS. J Firray popped, 12 
is clear to twenty 
Five light-secands 


‘MISTER EATONRUN, THIS IS. 
TOUGH-AND-GO. TERAPORT 
COORDINATES ARE ATTACHED, 


ENTRY LOOKS CLEAR. IF 

‘THERE ARE PIRATES FURTHER 
IN, WEL DEAL WITH EM. WE'VE 
‘DEALT WITH PIRATES BEFORE. 


TOUCH-AND-GO.... ARE YOU 
REFERRING TO THE PIRATES 
WHO CAPTURED HALE Your 
COMMAND STAFF AND BLEW 
‘A HOLE IN YOUR FORWARD 
BLADE? 


‘THE MERCHANT REGISTRY HAS 
REALLY GOOD INTEL. 


(Y find you keep solling 
story rights ta Magic 
Dreamland Entortainmant. 


WE NEED TO ADJUST OUR THE UNS TERAPORT SHAVED | THAT'S NOT "SHAVING." THAT'S SORRY, SIR, THAT 
‘SCHEDULES, AND THROW IN ABOUT TWENTY HOURS OFF | AMPUTATION. SHUTTLE ALREADY 
A QUICK SLEEP CYCLE, (OF OUR TWENTY-SIX DO YOU WANT TO | LEFT THE STATION, 
HOUR TRANSIT, ‘ARGUE WITH ME, OR 7 
\ DO YOU WANT TO 


‘six-ong coo, and accolorating. 


‘The UDA showing multiple small contacts, thirteen Definitely unmanned. / 
point Eva mewohlchs Gu wacforng iv a ain Tiga soon gear, How Mauris 


HOW BIG IS “SMALL 


Firray scan confirms, we 
have twenty-Four inbound 
nissiles. 


UDA lead-alomant contact 
in twonty-two seconds. On 
‘cur doorstep in thirty-six. 


BRAD AND ‘CHELLE, YOU'RE ON 
POINT. WEAPONS FREE, ENGAGE 
AT WILL, 


EVERYBODY ELSE 
‘HANG BACK AND 
WATCH THE SHOW. 


(rai 


Yoh. Ill be over in 
Fifteen seconds, but it'll 
Fool like an entire day. 


2 TAKE NUMBERS SIX 

Yor die 3, THROUGH ELEVEN, 
Bence By crelte Ti sweed 
ONE THROUGH FIVE, 


ATMING IS TRICKY, 
SINCE VELOCITIES 
(ARE SIGNIFICANT 
FRACTIONS OF CEE, 
‘BUT A 6000 FIRING 
‘COMPUTER CAN 
MAKE THE SHOT. 


CONFIRMED. 
TE GOT A FIRING 
SOLUTION. BEAMS AWAY. 


THE TARGET, A TWO-METER LONG 
BREACHER MISSILE, HAS A SMALL 
|ANNIE-PLANT TYPICALLY PROVIDING 
BOTH PROPULSION AND PAYLOAD. 


‘CRACKING THE PLANT WILL PREVENT PAYLOAD DETONATION. 
THERE MAY BE A SMALL EXPLOSION, BUT EVAPORATING 
NEUTRONIUM IS NEITHER AS ENERGETIC NOR AS FOCUSED 
‘AS THE ANNIHILATION-PLANT CONVERSION WOULD BE 


‘NATURALLY THES ASSUMES THAT 
THE MISSILE ISNT PACKING 
SOMETHING LESS SOPHISTICATED. 


ANTIMATTER WARHEADS! 


WE'RE BEING SHOT AT BY 
CRAZY PEOPLE! 


‘a if Dy] | SERIOUSLY. WHAT }\ SHALL | AWAKEN: 
2 Hot Ou eRe, x KIND OF IDIOT COMMANDER 
PUT LB IORRY, : ‘USES ANTIMATTER ANDREYASN AND 

WARHEADS? ‘ASK HIM 
POPPING BOGEY EIGHT. 


AND I’M OUT 

OF TARGETS. EIGHT 
TOOK SEVEN THROUGH 
ELEVEN DOWN WITH IT. 


Al inbound targets have [IS $¢.squergor WANTED US 
been destroyed. No launch 
sources detected. sf 

ANALYSIS, 


DEAD, AND THE RELIEF 
SUPPLIES DESTROYED. 


Not piracy, sir. Those 
warheads could not have 
been used to moraly disable 
githor us or tha Eatanrun, 


—  ——— 7 
‘UNLESS. WHAT IF IT WAS PIRATES, 


GUT THEYRE JUST REA 
STUPID? 

Biratos that stupid 

‘would be worrisome, sir. 


Stupid is hard 
ta predict. 


CANNON IS COWN, TT we LOT MORE THAN THAT ] | THE BLAST FRONT CREATED BY FIVE CHAIN. 
TAKE A CHARGE, AND IT ‘BEFORE BREAKING. DETONATED ANTIMATTER WARHEADS, 


CAPTAIN, MY PARTICLE IT'S RATED TO FIRE A | | OH, AND Uummttt.. THEN I PASSED THROUGH 
WON'T TRAVERSE 


10 
1? 


HAH, SO YOU 
DID BREAK IT, 


WELCOME BACK, ENSIGN. IT 
LOOKS LIKE IT REALLY DID 
GET HOT OUT THERE, 


a, imi. HI, COMMANDER. T 
THOUGHT YOU WERE OFF SHIFT? 


; TWAS, YOU WOKE ME UP, 


‘T BROUGHT HER IN AS 
SOFT AS A FIRST KISS, 
SiR. THERE'S NO WAY 
YOU HEARD ME LAND. 

NOT EVEN IF YOu WERE 
SLEEPING RIGHT HERE 

IN THE BAY. 


MY BEDSIDE ALARM GOES OFF ANYTIME 
‘THE WORD "ANTIMATTER" IS USED 
ON THE SHIP'S COMMS, 


WE WERE FIRED ON JUST 
TWO HOURS LATER, ON BEFORE TURNAROUND. THE 
FINAL APPROACH TO THE ENEMY USED ANTIMATTER 

AR HABITA’ WARHEADS, WHICH CHAIN 
ER EEREIAT DETONATED WHEN LEAD 


ELEMENTS WERE 
c- ‘SPLATTERED. 


‘TAG HAS THE WHOLE THING ON 
VIDEO FROM NUMEROUS ANGLES, 
YOU CAN WATCH THE PRETTY 
EXPLOSIONS IN THEATRE ONE 


J BRIEFING, 


Wow. The heat... the }\ PIO YOU S66 THE RESONANCE || IF ORE DONE REVIEWING || Somebody tried to kill us, JU AND IT MAKES 
a oP 
ra etal paana. V caput Cutmonotcneny || enw nie Cook sharp, weavone | a 


dy, don't get dead. 
CHEWY AND DELICIOUS, WITH P| raze, 
Sn BAcLACIVE SNKLES We Uneiareeane, 


se 5 


| 


‘COORDINATING WITH 
‘CREDOMAR HABITAT 
TRAFFIC CONTROL. 


..'M SURE YOU DON'T 
KNlOW WHO SHOT AT US, 
BUT CAN YOU GUESS? AND 
WE'RE STILL WAITING FOR 
‘ADOCK. ASSIGNMENT. 


NO IDEA, TOUCH-AND-GO. 
ANTINATTER WARHEADS? NO 
PROFIT IN THAT. IT'S JUST 
VANDALISM, 


AND ATTEMPTED. 

‘MURDER. DO YOU KNOW 
ANY VANDALS? OR MURDERERS? 
WITH ACCESS TO ANTIMATTER? 


Paterna 
i BE Lax 6 
TO RecEWE ea 


NEGATIVE, TOUCH-AND-GO. 
YOU ARE’ ASSIGNED TO 
‘SOUTHPORT, DOCK FOUR, 
We've GOT RECEIVING 
AGENTS STANDING BY. all 


EFRIM, GET OFF THIS CHANNEL! 
TOUCH-AND-GO, BELAY THAT, 
SOUTHPORT'S AGENTS ARE 
TRYING TO HITACK THE 
DELIVERY. 


REALLY? FROM HERE IT 
LOOKS LIKE NORTHPORT 
BOING THE HIJACKING. GET OFF 
THe CHANNEL YOURSELF, 
MYRON! 


EXCUSE ME... WHO IS IN 
GHARGE DOWN THERE? 


TOUCH-AND-GO, SORRY FOR 


THE DELAYS. WEVE HAD TO 
HACK BACK INTO OUR OWN 
SYSTEM. THIS IS THE REAL 


CREDOMAR TRAFFIC CONTROL, 
YOU WANT NORTHPORT, DOCK 
‘SIX, LOOK FOR THE RED 
UNIFORMS. 


Sir, we're getting an analog 
radio transmission From a 
makeshift anienng on the 
hull of the habitat. TPs, 
woah, but it repoais. “lease 
don’t let thom staal the Lad 


THURL, CHECK THE CONTRACT. DO 
WE GET PAID ON DELIVERY, OR ON 
‘DISTRIBUTION? IT'S ONE OF 
‘THOSE D-WORDS, AND 1 CAN'T 
REMEMBER WHICH ONE, 


DISTRIBUTION, 


DAMMIT... 15 ALSO 
‘& B-WORD. 


TAG, MAKE A CIRCUIT AROUND 
THE HABITAT, ACTIVE SCANNING, 
ALL BANDS, AND DON'T SPARE 
‘THE JUICE’ 


ENNESBY, CALL MISTER | 
EATONRUW, AND LET HIM 
KNOW WE'RE DELAYING 
DELIVERY UNTIL WE'VE 
FOUND A SUITABLE. 


What exactly are 
we looking For? 


‘A SUITABLE DOCK... OR 
PLACE WHERE WE CAN 
MAKE ONE. 


AX then we do that 
part, please can 
you toll ma “don't 


Captain, Southport is... cluttered. There are 
three ships berthed, but they appear fo have 
boon guited and stripped. There is one hoavy- 
weapon energy signature present, but 

itis Fuzzy. -— 


( 
fll Northport docks are claar, but: 

thare are tuo Forces oF uniformed 

{men present, armed with light weapons, 


NORTHPORT, THEN. IF THEY CAN 
PUT UNIFORMS TOGETHER, THEY 
‘CONSTITUTE AUTHORITY. 


Fire you sure, 
Captain? I'm Five nines 

oF certain T can lance that 
Southport weapon cleanly. 


‘OH, OKAY, TAKE THE SHOT, AND THEW 
WE'LL GO TALK WITH THE NICE. 
SOLDIERS IN NORTHPORT. 


IT'S PERFECT, CORPORAL THE WRECKAGE | _ WHAT ARE THEY 
FORCES 'EM TO PICK DOCK FOUR, AND THEN | GOING TO 00? TAKE 
WE SHOOT ‘EM RIGHT THROUGH THE HOLES | A POTSHOT THROUGH 
IN THE WRECKAGE, NK. TWO LAYERS OF 
J \ HULLMETAL? 


LIEUTENANT, WE CAN'T 
SEE WHAT THEYIRE DOING 
(OUT THERE, SUPPOSE THEY 

SCAN US, AND LINE UP 
FOR A DIFFERENT SHOT? 


CORRECTION. TWO LAYERS 
‘OF HULLMETAL AND ONE 
LIEUTENANT. 


T told you I] | Thera appears to bo || 1SHE DEAD? CAN WE NANNY-BAG Ho was about thirty centimeters too 
fone human casualty, | HIM AND QUESTION HIME short For that. Though he is thirty 
likly an anamy 5 centimeters shorter now. 


2)? Gl 


TOUCH-AND-GO, THIS 1S EATONRUN. DID YOU NEGATIVE, EATONRUN. WE DON'T WANT TO | | Grilliant dolivary, }] DELIVERY OF 
JUST FIRE ON THE PORT WERE GOING TO USE? USE THAT PORT. IT'S ALL SHOT UP} | sir. T approve. WHATS IT IS. 


: EA ait shor uP. 


LOOK SHARP, AND LOOK TOUGH, 
YOUR WEAPONS AIN'T JUST FOR 
SHOW, BUT THEY CO 

NEED 10 SHOW. 


‘ABOARD TROOP TRANSPORT 
‘ONESY, LAUNCHING FROM 


WHAT ABOUT TAG, AN! 
THE TANKS? THEY'VE GOT 
BIGGER, SCARIER GUNS 

THAN US, SHOULON'T THEY BE 
DOIN! THE SHOWIN' OFF? 


THEY WILL BE, BUT NOT 
EVERYBODY 15 SMART 
ENOUGH TO KNOW THAT A 
WEAPON THE SIZE OF A 
HOUSE IS ACTUALLY 
‘A WEAPON. 


T'M SMART ENOUGH 
TO KNOW THAT. 


6000 POINT. 
BUT 1 DON'T WANT TO 

GET SHOT JUST BECAUSE 

T DIDN'T BELIEVE ANYONE 
‘COULD BE DUMBER THAN YOU. 


THE CREDOMAR HABITAT LOOKS LIKE A 
GENTLY TWISTING CIGAR, WITH FIDDLY- 
BITS STUCK ON HERE AND THERE. 


THE ORIGINAL ARCHITECTS DECIDED AGAINST A DEPENDENCE 
(ON ARTIFICTALLY-GENERA TED GRAVITY. THEY SPUN THE 
HABITAT INSTEAD, WHICH MEANT THEY WERENT GETTING ANY 
GRAVITY ~ JUST A COMBINATION OF INERTZA AND ANGULAR 
ACCELERATION KNOWN AS “CENTRIFUGAL FORCE.” 


ve 
11 ls 


“GENTLY TWISTING", IS NOT WHAT IT IS DOING. THE STATION 15 
ROUGHLY SIX THOUSAND METERS IN DIAMETER. THAT ONCE- 
EVERY-110-SECONDS ROTATION, WRIT LARGE MEANS THE OUTSIDE If 
EDGES ARE MOVING AT ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE METERS 
‘PER SECOND WITH REGARD TO THE CENTER, 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GRAVITY AND CENTRIFUGAL FORCE 
LIS THE SUBJECT OF MANY A DISCUSSION AMONG CREDOMITES 
YHO LOVE TO ARGUE THAT THE THING HOLDING THEM ALL TO 


THE GROUND IS ACTUALLY AN ILLUSION. 


‘ONESY LANDS AT 


BATTLESUITS! 


MAKE SURE 
INERTICS ARE GRAVITY'S ABOUT FIVE PERCENT OF MAKING FOOLS OF. THE REST OF US, 


‘ON, AND BOOTS WHAT YOU'RE USED TO. WE DON'T 
‘ARE GRIPPING! WANT ANYBODY BOUNCING AROUND.. 


PLATOON, TEN=HUT! ]| WE'RE HERE TO SECURE, AND ALSO TO [| EBBY, SIR... AS FAR AS NO LAUGHING! AND SO 
INTIMIDATE, DON'T FOUL THAT uP BY J] | SCHLOCK's CONCERNED, HELP ME, IF YOU MAKE ME 
LAUGHING AT SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S THIS 1S THE WAY WE GIGGLE, EVERY TITTER 1S 
ACCIDENTAL AEROBATICS, ALWAYS DISEMBARK. COMING OUT OF YOUR PAY, 


'AS FAR AS THE SPECTATORS 
(ARE CONCERNED, THIS 15 THE 
WAY WE ALWAYS DISEMBARK. 


SERGEANT, BE CAREFUL ON [MII can see that. | tried to Flap my way THAT MOORING TOWER'S PRETTY 
THE WAY DOWN. YOU'VE back to you but you gob away, and TALL, IT WAS MAYBE DOING 
Shangeo ve.ociy reLanve J] now rim gaining altitude. FIFTEEN WHEN IT HIT YOU, 


@ 


Fifteen. Right. 


ABOUT TWENTY METERS PER SECOND. Got it. Got a piece of 
STILL ENOUGH FOR SOME FUNNY WINDS, it stuck ‘right here, even. 


Gonna hit the deck pretty 
hard, though. | hope the 
new plasguns are sturdy 

enough ¢ 


‘Okay, the tower 
smacked me in the 
ight cre 


ay, 


@ 


REWIND TEN SECONDS DON'T KNOW WHAT 
‘THAT PET OF THEIRS Is, 
VA 


BUT IT'S GONNA GET 
‘WHOA! SMACKED BY ‘SMEARED 8Y THE... 
TOWER TWO! 


o 


ou a 
a 


CAPTAIN TAGON, SIR. 
NORTHPORT CENTRAL 1S 
SECURE. DOCK ONE Is 
YOURS FOR THE TAKING. 


NICE WORK, LIEUTENANT. THAT'S 
WHAT SERGEANTS ARE FOR. HOW 
DO THOSE TABS FEEL? 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK GAVE AN 
IMPROMPTU PLASHA-POWERED 
FLIGHT DEMONSTRATION, AND 
THE IRREGULARS RAN OFF. 


THEY FLOAT SIR, 1 CAN'T FEEL 
THEM AT ALL. I GUESS THAT 
MEANS THEY FEEL FINE. 


‘Sorry. Did | screw up our 
big entrance? 


YES, SUT THEN YOU SCREWED IT 
BACK DOWN, SO WE'RE OKAY. 


THE EATONRUN HAS A CARGO CAPACITY 

(OF THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOUR 

MILLION CUBIC METERS, EATONRUN £5 DOCKING IN ALT6NMENT 
WITH THE CENTRAL SPINDLE OF 
CREDOMAR HABITAT. THES MEANS THAT 
RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW, THE APPARENT 
WEIGHT OF ALL THIS CARGO IS ONLY 
ABOUT FIVE PERCENT OF WHAT ITS MASS. 
WOULD SUGGEST IN EARTH'S GRAVITY. 


‘SHES CURRENTLY ABOUT HALF FULL, 
AND THE BULK OF HER CARGO IS SIXTY 
MILLION METRIC TONS OF FOOD, 


THATS ENOUGH CHOW TO PROVISION THUS, EATONRUN'S CARGO “ONLY” 
CREDOMAR'S TWENTY-EIGHT MILLION WEIGHS SIX-POINT-SIX BILLION 
INHABITANTS FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS. POUNDS, (FIVE PERCENT OF SIXTY 


BILLION KILOGRAMS IS STILL ALOT) 


See? THIS STUFF 
iS LIGHT AS A 
FEATHER 


THERE'S A LOT OF IT. 
I BET IT GETS HEAMER 


AND I ONLY WEIGH ABOUT 
TEN POUNDS, SO THE 
CRATES STIL’ WIN. 


AT WHAT? CATCHING 
‘THREE-HUNDRED- 

KILO FOOD cRaTes? 
YOU'RE KIDDING, 
RIGHT? 


FRESH PALLET 
FOR YOU, 


‘THANKS. YOU 
WANNA HAVE 
‘A GO? 


OH, COME ON, )) 
vant sb ESS) 
THe) Out weion Aout | [Ps TTS NO FUN avew Youve 


THIRTY POUNDS UP HERE. | J] P| ALREADY DONE THE MATH. 


IT'S SCARY, THE WAY THOSE 
THINGS JUST ARC THROUGH 
THE AIR LIKE THAT, 


THE PORT'S GOT A PAIR OF GRAV-SLINGERS, ONE ON EACH END. 


YOUR MOTHER WEIGHS SIX 
TONS, AND “KISSES! WITH THO 
METERS OF MUSCLED TRUNK. 


FIRST ONE FIRES THE BOX AT WHERE WE'LL BE WHEN THE STATION 
ROTATES ENOUGH, AND THE SECOND ONE CATCHES IT AND SETS IT IN 
YOUR ARIS, LIGHT AS A FEATHER, AND GENTLE AS A MOTHER'S KISS, 


"AND SHE'S NOT A PANSY THO-LEGS 


‘AFRAID TO TRY CATCHING A BOX 


YOU'VE GOT POWERED THE GRAV-CATCH AT THIS END DROPS THEIR RELATIVE SPEED FROM | | WAIT... WHAT HAPPENS IF THE 
FULLERENE ARMOR AAROY. || TWENTY-SOMETHING METERS PER SECOND TO ZERO. STAND RIGHT || CATCHER POWERS DOWN? 
SO THE CRATES OUTWASS || ON THAT SPOT, AND THE PACKAGE WILL GO WHEREVER YOU PUSH IT, 

YOU THREE-TO-ONE? Bio || EAsy-SLEAZY, 

DEAL, YOU CAN TAKE ‘EM, 


OKAY, FINE. 
TLL TRY IT. 


WE'LL FIND OUT HOW 
GOOD YOUR ARMOR 15. 


I KEEP EXPECTING DISASTER, 
BUT AAROMAN'S DOING A 
GOOD JOB USING HIS SUIT 
POWER FOR THE HEAWY 
LIFTING, 


HOW'S IT GOING 
DOWN THERE, 
LIEUTENANT? 


Tit WORRIED, IR. 
CORPORAL CHISULO BULLIED 
PRIVATE AAROMAN INTO 

CATCHING BOXES, I'VE GOT 
A BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS. 


LIEUTENANT, CORPORALS ARE 
‘SUPPOSED 10 BULLY PRIVATES 
INTO DOING THE HEAVY LIFTING, 
UNLESS THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE 
‘GOING ON, IT SOUNDS LIKE 
THEYRE BOTH FITTING IN WELL 


‘ALSO, HAVE YOU CONSIDERED 
‘THAT YOU'RE PARANOID? 


PARANOIA IS THE WIND 
BENEATH MY WINGS, SIR 


IF YOU'RE FEELING PARANOID, 
LIEUTENANT, THEN PUT IT TO’ 
GOOD USE. THINK THROUGH IT. 


IF YOU WERE OUT TO GET YOU 
AND YOUR DUTY-TEAM, HOW. 
WOULD YOU DO IT? LOOk FOR 
WEAKNESSES, FIND OUT WHERE 
YOU'RE EXPOSED, AND THEN FIX 
‘THE PROBLEMS. 


THERE ARE SO MANY 
POSSIBILITIES... T NEED 
TO REQUISITION SOME 
ORDNANCE, CAPTAIN, 


YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED TO NUKE 
NORTHPORT “JUST TO BE SURE” 


T'0 NEED 10 

NUKE A LOT MORE 
THAN JUST NORTHPORT 
TO REALLY BE SURE. 


NARROW THE SCOPE OF YOUR PARANOIA 
JUST A BIT, OKAY? LET ME WORRY 
‘ABOUT PERIMETER SECURITY. WHAT'S 
‘THE BIGGEST THREAT APTER THAT? 


PROBABLY THE CATCHER IF IT FAILS, 
WE'LL HAVE GUARTER-TON PACKAGES 
PLOWING THROUGH THE TEAM AT 


BUT IT'S SELF-CONTAINED. NO EXTERNAL FEEDS TO 
CUT, T INSPECTED IT, AND We OWN THE SWITCH. I 
SUPPOSE T COULD HAVE MISSED MICROCHARGES, 
LIKE A NANOFILI ON THE GRAV BUS, SOMEONE 
MIGHT BE STANDING OFF WITH A DETONATOR, 
WAITING FOR THE PERFECT MOMENT. 


“YOU ARE THE WIND 
BENEATH MY WIIIINGS..* 


LOOKS LIKE IT'S WORKING FINE, 
SIR WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? 


ANDY! STOP SENDING US 
DACKAGES! | NEED TO 
CHECK THE CATCHER 


THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR HIM, HEIS 
PARANOID, AFTER ALL, AND THAT'S 
(JUST ONE OF HIS FLAVORS OF CRAZY. 


‘JUST STOP DROPPING }/ DONE, SIR YOU'VE GOT FIVE] GOOD. CHISULO, 

STUFF, OKAY? THISLL |( MORE INGOUND, THATS ALL] AARDMANT PICK 

ONLY TAKE A MINUTE THESE LAST FIVE, 
AND THEN TAKE 


NOW THAT HE'S AN OFFICER, HOWEVER, HE FEELS OBLIGED 
TO HEED HES PARANOIA FROM TIME TO TIME IT'S HIS JOB. 


IM PROBABLY JUST CRAZY. SEE? THERE'S 
‘ONE, NO PROBLEM AND NOW TWO.. IF 
NOTHING'S WRONG, TM GOING TO BE 
EMBARRASSED. THREE MORE, AND THEN 
WERE IN THE CLEAR. 


(Sl WoO-Hoo! TEN 
I WAS RIGHT! e 
i 


a > 


fears. The supplies will 
vow see triooreoune\ | ta gata baa room tha ong, but tha 
PI'S TEAM WAS MOVING A ‘sixty million tons: oF ‘orunts might be a little bit 


‘CRATE EVERY FOUR SECONDS. cargo to be unloaded. past their “soll-by" date, 


PATCH ME BACK THROUGH 
‘TO Pl. WE NEED TO 
SPEED THIS UP. 


mi 


‘Sorendipitu. Ho's 
calling in naw, sir. 


CAPTAIN, I WAS RIGHT. SOMEONE 


WE'RE OFFLINE UNTIL I'VE 


SABOTAGED THE CATCHER AND IT] | GOT NEW HAROWARE. CON'T 


FIRED THREE CRATES THROUGH 
THE TEAM AT TWENTY METERS PER 
SECOND. MINOR INJURIES ONLY. 
PRAISE ANDREVASN FOR 

GOOD ARMOR 


WORRY. TLL BE CHECKING 
IT OUT THOROUGHLY... A 
COUPLE OF DAYS OF 
SCANNING, AT LEAST. 


I WANT "SPEED UP,” HE CALLS TO SAY 
ALL STOP," AND YOU SAY THIS IS 
*SERENDIPITY®™ 


Humorous irony, 
sir. My mistake. 


THE REST OF IT 15 JUST 
SPIT AND POLISH, 


‘THE WHOLE THING IS SCRAP. SEE HERE? THE 
ARMOR GOT TOO HOT, AND THE AMORPHOUS 
LAYERS STARTED TO CRYSTALLIZE. IT'S A 
LUNIBODY EXTRUSION... WE HAVE TO REPLACE 
‘THE ENTIRE HULL AND ANNIE PLANT, EVEN 
‘THOUGH THE CAN STILL FLIES. 


OKAY. I BOW TO [AND I GRACIOUSLY 


‘ARHORED 
VEHICLES, 


IT STILL FLIES. THE ANNIE 
PLANT SAFELY CRANKS OUT 
GRAW AT EIGHTY PERCENT. 
THERE'S GOT TO BE 
SOMETHING WE CAN 

00 with IT. 


OOH, 1 JUST THOUGHT OF 
SOMETHING. WE FEED THIS 
BABY INTO FASSER ONE FOR 

PARTS, AND WATCH HIM CHEW, 


KEVIN, THE GRAV-CATCHER 
UNDER EATONRUN WAS 
[SABOTAGED. CAN YOU AND 
ENSIGN VENTURA COOK UP A 
REPLACEMENT? SOMETHING 
WITH HEAVY-DUTY GRAVY? 


I BET I CAN TURN THIS TANK INTO A 
LONGSHOREMAN WITH NO FARBER 
CYCLES AT ALL, JUST STUFF OFF 
YOUR SHELVES. 


NO BET, OFF 

MY SHELF, YOU 

‘COULD TURN THIS TANK 
INTO THE LONGSHOREMAN 
‘OF THE APOCALYPSE, 


ERBY, SOMEBODY SAZOTAGED . ‘OR T CAN LOOK AROUND FOR GUYS 
THE CATCHER IN DOCK ONE. We /]] JOU WANT WE TO Win WITH TRENCHCOATS AND SUNGLASSES 
‘THINK THEY MAY HAVE NEEDED , fa TRYING TO HIDE BEHIND FLATREADERS, 
EYEBALLS IN PLACE, AND THEY SCAN FOR CAMERAS: 

PROEABLY WANTED TO ADMIRE 


YOU AGAIN. DIDN'T 7” YEAH, AY BACK | THAT'S ANATOMICALLY 
UNLIKELY. OPEN YOU 
MOUTH. 


T THINK YOU WANT 


ioe .. (OF YOUNG IMEN 


Ps ie aes AROUND THAT 
CORNER... DOESN'T LOOK GOOD. 


AAAND WE HAVE A 
ROADBLOCK, T HATE 
BEING RIGHT. 


EVERYBODY OUT 
OF THE TRUCK: 


MOVE THE DUMPSTER, 
MISTER WE'RE DELIVERING, 
THIS TO THE MAKYRA, 
OUTLET CENTER 


NO, YOU'RE 
DELIVERING IT 
RIGHT HERE. 


‘CREDOMAR WAS FOUNDED ON PRINCIPLES 
OF DEMOCRACY. MY FRIENDS AND T UST 
HELD A CAUCUS, AND IT WAS UNANIMOUS, 
YOUR NEW AUTHORIZED DELIVERY 

POINT 15 THIS CORNER 


WELL, THAT'S WONDERFUL NEWS. YOU 
AND'YOUR CONSTITUENCY MAY 
PROCEED WITH YOUR RALLY. 


ELF, THE OUTLET CALLED TO SAY 
YOU'RE LATE, AND THEY'RE 
WORRIED, THERE'S SOME: 
SORT OF MAJOR RIOT A 
FEW BLOCKS AWAY. 


TELL ‘EM WE'LL BE THERE 
IN ABOUT Five, MAYBE 
TEN MINUTES, 


‘OH, THAT. 1 THINK 
THATS JUST PEOPLE 
RUNNING FOR THEIR LIVES 

AS THE GODDESS OF WAR LEADS 
HER CHARIOTEER TO THE DROP POINT. 


Captain, we have engaged or] (I've added data From 
boon shaenad by hostlas p=" Conmandor Foxworthy’ 3 
iva times in as jolivery run to my strategic 
en Oa and tactical analysis, 
and if is. starting 

to look ugly. 


Assuming marginal 

competence on the 

parts of those impeding 

‘our offorts, T estimate at least 

six Factions with ‘competing interests. 


COMPETING INTERESTS? THAT'S. 
FINE, FIGURE OUT A WAY TO PLAY 
‘THE ENDS AGAINST THE MIDDLE. 


Poor aphorism choice, sir. At 
the moment, wa are in the {| 


niddle. 
"BURN THE CANDI 
AT BOTH ENDS?” 


Batter, but 
we are still 
in the 
nid. 


IT'S NOT THE SERGEANTS | You were supposed to J I'm SAVING THAT EXCUSE IN 
CAPTAIN, WE FOUND A) FAULT, THOUGH. THAT THING] say the Cap committed CASE WE MINGLE UIT 
‘AT NORTHPORT. Sutveh tance sien | WAS PEINITELY MIRED TO) suicide when ie saw 


WE CAN'T RUN A TRACE. IT BURNT 
ITSELF QUT WHEN SCHLOCK RIPPED 
‘THE COVER OFF OF THE CABINET, 


nee) Rs WEN TREE TOU TOTO RACK INTO OF UE MEL JUST HACK || Cm tr, fin: you ‘sagt tae 
BETTER INTEL. THE CREDOMAR NET AND REROTELY. NO 


ZS | rr aroun err 
7) 


to plant a virus? 


Don't Fea! bad, Thurl. 
T live and breathe to 
mnigrate and execute 
cade behwaon 
disparate systems. 


Besides, these Credamar icewalls 
have mare holes than @ colander 
store, Thoy've boon hachod so 
many times my biggest hurdle was 
getting in without the rast of the 
intruders ‘seaing mo. 


Fortunately, I'm 
very, very good 
at what Ida. 


JUST GOT A TEXT PING FROM 
EFRIM IN SOUTHPORT. “PEEK-A~ 
B00, I SEE YOU." 


Ah, I so my plan 
For identifying the 
other intruders has 

(Q alroady borne Fruit. 


Fow UDA nodes. 


useful information is aither J] get it the old 
common knowledge, or Fashioned way. 
completely suspect. 


Captain, everybody else has |] IF we want good intel, BEAT IT OUT Okay, you ara old-Fashioned. T was 
already hacked in hore. Ry |} we're going to need to OFeomeone: ) |] thinking nanny-cams, and maybe a 


IT LOOKS GOOD. DO 
YOU DARE POWER IT UP, 


THOUGH? 


NO. HE'S B16 
AS HOUSES. 


OKAY, LET'S HAUL LOTA 
Down TO THE DOCK 
AND PUT HIM TO WORK. 


NOT BEFORE WE Y 


EVERYTHING 


IN SIM, YES. WE NEED LIVE || THAT JUST MEANS 


‘TESTS, REALITY DIFFERS 
FROM SIMULATION, 


YOUR SIMULATION 
ISNT 6000 


I'LL PUT “CREATE. 
INDISTINGUISHABLY 
PERFECT VIRTUAL 
WORLD” ON 
TOMORROW'S 
TASK LIST. 


KEVIN, I NEED YOU TO FAB: 
‘SOME SURVEILLANCE GEAR 


WE'RE HURTING FOR 
LACK. OF INTELLIGENCE. 

T WANT NANNY-CAMS AND 
VDA NODES SPREAD 
THROUGHOUT THE HABITAT. 


WE NEED TO RUN SOME FIELD 
TESTS ON OUR ROBOT 
LONGSHOREMAN, CAPTAIN. 

HE CHECKS OUT IN SIM, 

BUT HE WON'T BE READY 

FOR PRIME-TIME FOR 
ANOTHER SIX TO 

EIGHT HOURS. 


}1 NEED THAT SURVEILLANCE 
GEAR YESTERDAY, KEVIN. 
SEND THE ROOT DOWN 
AS-IS, AND GET FABBING. 


WHEN HE SAID “HURTING FOR LACK OF 
INTELLIGENCE” I DIDN'T REALIZE JUST 
HOW LITERALLY HE WANTED 

"TO FEEL THE PAIN, 


COMMANDER, IF IT MAKES 
YOu FEEL BETTER, TILL TAKE 
Lota TO THE DOCK AND 
SUPERMSE. 


THAT WAY YOU 
CAN START ON THE 
SURVEILLANCE GEAR 

‘WITHOUT ME UNDERFOOT. 


UNDERFOOT? REALLY? THAT'S 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY SELF- 


DEPRECATORY OF YOU. a, 


CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT YOU 
WOULD LIKE NOTHING MORE THAN 
‘TO TAKE YOUR NEW TOY ROBOT OUT 
FOR A SPIN WITHOUT A COMMANDING 
OFFICER LOOKING OVER 

YOUR SHOULDER, 


‘OH, COME ON. | | YOU HAVE NOT 
WORKED HERE 

LONG ENOUGH TO 

BE ALLOWED TO FINISH 

THAT SENTENCE. 


LIEUTENANT PIBALD IS IN MINTED LIEUTENANT, AND 
CHARGE ON THE DOCKS, TENDS TO BE EVERY SIT 
LOWLY, NAIVE ENSIGN MO! AAS IRRATIONAL AS HIS 
WON'T BE UNSUPERNSED, NUMERICAL NAMESAKE, 
COMMANDER. 


T CHECKED THE DUTY ROSTER { YES, BUT PIIS A FRESHLY 


50... HE DRAWS 
CIRCLES REALLY 

WELL, AND NEVER 
REPEATS HIMSELF? 


NO, BUT IF YOU PUSH HIS BUTTONS 
‘JUST RIGHT, HE'LL RUN AROUND IN 
‘CIRCLES REPEATEDLY. 


THIS FIELD TEST 
16 STARTING TO 
‘SOUND LIKE A 
LOT OF FUN, 


COMMANDER, YOU CAN'T 
HAVE IT BOTH WAYS, YOU 
CAN'T REQUIRE ME TO BE 
SUPERVISED, AND THEN SAY 
THAT THE LIEUTENANT IN 
CHARGE ISN'T SUPER 
ENOUGH FOR VISING. 


IT MAKES YOU SOUND LIKE 
|AN ANXIOUS PARENT. I THINK 
THAT MEANS YOU ACTUALLY 
LIKE ME NOW. 


OKAY, ENSIGN. TAKE THE LONGSHOREMAN OF 
‘THE APOCALYPSE TO DOCK ONE AND 
CONDUCT FIELD TESTS, LIEUTENANT 

PIGALD WILL SUPERVISE. 


YOU TWEAK LIKE AN 
ANXIOUS PARENT, TOO. 


(EBBY, ENSIGN VENTURA IS GOING} NO PROBLEM, 
TO Be FIELD-TESTING NEW KEVIN, IT LOOKS 
GEAR ON THE DOCK. CAN YOU J GOOD HERE, BUT 
MAKE EXTRA SURE OF THAT. / | WE'LL STAY SHARP, 
PERIMETER FOR ME? 


SHE JUST SHOWED UP. 
WHAT'S THE, 


‘A I SUPPOSED TO PROTECT HER 
FROM HER GIANT ROBOT IF THE 
FIELD TESTS GO SOUTH? 

BECAUSE I THINK I may 


NEED BIGGER GUNS, 


< 
Bring me a multi-cannon 
and a hull-cutter. I've 
‘gob’ Chis, 


LOOK, ALL 1’ SAYING 1S A] | AND T’M SAYING MAYBE SHE'S NOT || I AM NO MERE SOLDIER. 1 AM 
DOCTOR SHOULDN'T BE || IGNORANT. SHE'S A MERCENARY, |] A WARRIOR WITH GENERATIONS 

IGNORANT. SHE'S NICE, BUT} ] YOU KNOW. TO A SOLDIER HER’ |} OF HONOR TO UPHOLD. 

SHE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN, || SUGGESTION MAKES PERFECT SENSE, 


I THOUGHT YOU WERE A 
TUBE-CALF. NO PARENTS, 
ANO ALL THAT. 


MY POINT PRECISELY, 
HONOR AND TRADITION 
‘ARE MMY PARENTS, 


NO ELEPHANT OF LINEAGE 


BE "IMPROVED" WITH DIAMOND 
LARINATE, AND NEITHER 


1 COULD BARELY 
CONSENT TO HAVING MY 

SACRED ORY RE-GROWN, 

THE DOCTOR SHOULD NEVER 
HAVE SUGGESTED MAKING 
CHANGES DURING THAT PROCESS. 


WHAT IF SHE'D SUGGESTED MAYBE GIVING YOU 
WOULD ALLOW HIS THSKS TO || ANOTHER SET OF HANDS? NO ELEPHANT OF 


LINEAGE HAS THOSE. 


MY HANDS ARE 
‘COMPLETELY DIFFERENT. 
TAM A NEOPHANT, AND 

THIS IS MY NEW HERITAGE, 


YOURE NOT A NEOPHANT. YOURE YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW SO 1 ALMOST WORKED, 
CLOSE YOU JUST CAME TO THEN. GOOD TO KNOW. 
NEEDING COSMETIC 
SURGERY. 


Ebby, we got company 
coming. Cooks lke a sui 
with a side-order of 


FEELING 
‘oIPLOMATIC, 


SERGEANT? 


NEVER MIND. IT'S MY, 


JOB ANYWAY. 


No, wait. 
Maybe iF you 
could tell me 
what ‘diplomatic’ 
Feels like. 


‘TO WHOMEVER IS 
IN CHARGE, 


BE ME. 


i 


“LIEUTENANT.” AN ANCIENT TERM | WHICH IS TO SAY, YOU'RE 
WHOSE ORIGINAL MEANING WAS | NOT IN CHARGE, BUT YOU 
ONE WHO STANDS IN PLACE OF J MIGHT KNOW WHO IS. 
SOMEONE ELSE." THE all 

INLIEU OF THe MASTER 


THAT MIGHT BE WHAT THE WORD USED 
TO. MEAN, RIGHT NOW, THOUGH, 
“LIEUTENANT? MEANS T GET 
TO DECIDE WHO SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK SHOOTS 


‘TO THE QUICK, THEN. ARE YOU IN 
CHARGE OF THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE GOODS BEING 
UNLOADED HERE? 


NO, YOU'LL BE WANTING 
COMMANDER FOXWORTHY 
FOR THAT. SHE'S ON A 
DELIVERY RUN RIGHT 
NOW, 


WOULD YOUR COMMANDER: 
FOXWORTHY SE THE SAME 
FLAKEN-HAIRED TERMAGANT 
INCITING PANIC IN THE 
STREETS OF PEACEFUL 
‘CHARYNIA? 


Me 


OH T HOPE SO. T’LL BE REALLY 
DISAPPOINTED IF THAT TURNS OUT 


ig 


TO HAVE BEEN SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
FLAXEN-HAIRED TERMAGANT, 


Ebby pushed the ( SOUNDS SERIOUS. WHO 
manic button while 00 We SHOOT? 
e was talking to 

Suitey McFruitsy 

over there. 


$O.1T'S NOT 
SERIOUS? 


> | 
2 
= 
| 
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No, it's really serious. It 
means I'm supposed to 


call the 


Captain. 


‘Captain, Ebby is arguing 

with some guy in a suit, 

te rans cole oF 
jouards. He pus 

the panic button, 

Cold me to 

call you. 


RIGHT. ENNESBY, PATCH ME 
INTO ESSIRNOTH'S HELMET, 
IWANT TO HEAR THIS. 


‘ABOVE YOUR PAY-GRADE, 
IEUTENANT. CONTINUED 
‘OBSTINACY MAY RESULT IN A 

POLITICAL INCIDENT! 


SERGEANT, GO AHEAD AND GOOBER 
‘THE BODYGUARDS. A POLITICAL 
INCIDENT SOUNDS LIKE FUN, 


T INSIST THAT YOU START TAKING ULATIONS. YOU'VE BEEN TAKEN 


CONGRATULATION 
THIS SERIOUSLY, AND LET ME 5 SERIOUSLY. THE CAPTAIN WILL SEE YOU NOW, 


¥ 4) WELCOME ABOARD THE NS EXCUSE ME? )} | IT 1S BOTH RUDE AND PRESUMPTIVE TO | | OH. SORRY. LET ME TRY AGAIN... 
AFTER A QUICK | TOUGH-AND-6O. KIONAP SOMEONE, AND THEN CLAIM 
1O WELCOME THEM TO THEIR PRISON, 


YOU'RE ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-GO, WHERE YOU WILL BE } || YOU CANNOT 00 ‘AND YET HERE I AM, DOING IT. 
BRIEFLY INTERROGATED. FOLLOWING INTERROGATION, 1 WILL DECIDE WHICH THIS TO ME, 

AIRLOCK TO SEND YOU THROUGH. FORTUNATELY, ONE OF THEM IS STILL 

ATTACHED TO A SHUTTLE, 


JOU MAY NOW 
BEGIN HOPING 
FOR THE BEST. 


OKAY. YOU CANNOT, 
EXPECT 10 GET AWAY 
WITH DOING THIS TO 
MRE, DON'T YOU KNOW 
WHO T ame 


TDON'T. THAT WAS GOING 
TO BE MY FIRST 
(QUESTION, ONCE WE 
GOT PAST THE 

‘SMALL TALK, 


FRANK HANNIBAL, 
ANCHOR CHIEF, 
‘CHN NEWS. 


THAT EXPLAINS ALL THE RECORDING GEAR EMBEDDED IN 
‘THE COAT WE CONFISCATED. 


TLL NEED 
‘Hat Back J 


THIS INTERVIEW 1S 
NOT GOING TO 
REFLECT WELL 


YOU CONSENT TOBE } { SURE. I'LL HAVE TAG RECORD | I'M AFRAID I MUST INSIST THAT ) | WHAT DOES A GAME OF “CHOOSE YOUR AIRLOCK” 
US, AND SEND YOU A COPY, | WE NOT USE YOUR EQUIPMENT. } | DO TO YOUR JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY? 


INTERVIEWED, THEN? 


IT WOULD COMPROMISE MY 
JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY, 


‘THAT DEPENDS 
‘ON WHETHER I'M 
RECORDING IT WITH 
MY OWN EQUIPMENT. 


Captain, may I 
have a ‘word 
with you? TFs, 


‘SURE, I'LL BE BACK 
iA MOMENT, 
MISTER HANNIGAL’ 


Frank Hannibal is legit.Also, you should know 
He's a big name in that historically, it 
focal media goes poorly Far 
people who 

abduct and hill 

journalists, 


WHAT IF HE'S A SPY I'M 
PRETTY SURE HE WANTS, 
TO SPY ON US. 


TF we start killing 
journalists For 
spying on people, 

T think we'll have 

A\ 10 kill aff of thom. 


Captain, the moment you have a 
secret you don't want ta get aut, 
any journalist who sniffs 


after it is a spy. a, 
ia) 


WN 


ut journalists are nat 
spies For the enemy. 

Thoy're spies For tho 

genaral public. 


WHAT IF THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC 1S THE ENEMY? 


Irs still a bad idea to 
start killing their spies. 


Captain, we want the public 


to like us. 


There are twenty-eight millin peopl 


‘on Credomar. Evan with 
Force-multipliors, 
wo're oulnumberad, 


We need some c>— 
positive pross, and SW T.CAN BE NICE, 


Hannibal can got it For 
us... IF you're nice to him, 


IF "NICE" IS GOOD. 
TACTICS, I CAN BE NICE. 


You also need 
to not say 
anything stupid. 


IT WOULD PROBABLY LOOK FUNNY IF 
WE DUCT-TAPED MY MOUTH SHUT. 


We already i 


inapped Hannibal. I'm 
going fo go out on a limb 
and say "no duct tape," 
regardless of who it's ‘an. 


\ 


SERGEANT, THE CAPTAIN JUST 
CALLED. We NEED TO LET 
THE GOONS GO. 


LITILE RECORDING GEAR, AND © PLEASE. IN FACT, JUST USE A BRUSH, 
THEN WE WILL SHUTTLE THEM 

OVER TO THE TOUCH-AND- 

GO FOR AN INTERVIEW. 


THEY'RE GOING TO COLLECT A} | SUB-SONIC SOLVENT APPLICATION ONLY, "y 


I need to 
check ‘em 


I dicl you a Favor. 
That jar oF mayo 

had started £0 
grow chunks, 


SERGEANT SCHLOK WF okay, now 
Escorts THENEWS- A what's in 
GOONS Back TO THE TA Ghat box? 
TOUCH-AND-60. 


Take YOu 
"CHECKED My 
LUNCH-BOK? 


YEAH. EMPTY. 
(OH, AND IT Was 
WET, 100, 


IT WASN'T MAYO. IT 
WAS HUITLACOCHE- 
FLAVORED NATO, 


No wonder the UNS. has us 

‘sending Food to you people. 
You've been out of mayonnaise 
For so long it’s mace you crazy. 


‘ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-60.. 


So, Captain Tagan... what 
qualifies you and your 
Hiny company to oversee 
distribution of Food to 
hwanty-aight million 
people? 


I'M BEING PAID TO DO THE 
408, SO T'LL GET IT DONE, 


AND I DON'T SEE 

HOW “TWENTY-EIGHT 

MILLION" PEOPLE CHANGE THAT. 

‘ARE WE OUTNUMBERED? FINE: THAT'S 
WHAT FORCE-MULTIPLICATION IS FOR, 


“Force multiplication?” 
Is that like “math 
under durass?” 


MATH WHAT? ARE YOU 
PLAYING & STUPID 
PERSON? 


FORCE MULTIPLIERS ARE THINGS LIKE A SOLDIER'S 
WEAPONS, OR & GOOD SUPPLY LINE. YOU KNOW, THE 
‘STUFF THAT LETS ONE SOLDIER TAKE ON THREE, TEN, OR 
EVEN TEN THOUSAND TIMES His NUMBER IN 
LESSER-EQUIPPED ENEMIES, 


THERE MAY BE TWENTY-EIGHT 
MILLION PEOPLE HERE, BUT 
WE'RE THE ONES WITH THE 

POWER ARMOR, THE TANKS, 


Ss 

= 
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Okay... I'm glad we had this 
litte rehearsal. Thera's no 
need to bother with mare 
practice questions. 


‘OH, GOOD. 


Because no amount of 
mere practice is going 
to keep you From 
saying something that 
embroils us in a 

civil war. 


‘CIVIL WAR WOULD BE 

BETTER THAN ALL 

THIS TALKING. AN) 
wZ 


Oh, yes. Save shat 
gem of @ sound bite For 
the interview. You'll be Famous. 


[DON'T YOU HAVE TO BE PITHY You might say “Protesters 
AND CLEVER FOR A SOUNDBITE? |] wore aut in Farce, but my 


men used restraint, and no 


Not if thoir 
editor is 
any good. 


What actually airs might be 
“My men used Force, and 
civilians were injured.” 


OF course, they won't 
to chop your sentoncs 
thal much to incriminate us. 


need 
a 

Perea 
isi (aj 
eS 


ae ; 
<—) 


IF THEY'RE JUST GOING TO 
TWIST EVERYTHING I SAY, 
WHY ARE WE DOING 

‘THIS INTERVIEW? 


Because maybe, just maybe you can 

got this Hannibal guy ta like you. IF the 
press likes you, then they use the good 
soundbitos, they don’t take you out oF 
context, and they use the good pictures. 


WAIT, THE “GOOD PICTURES?" 
TLOOK ALRIGHT, DON'T I? 


They just have 

to capture the 

right millisecond, 
Please direct your 
attention to the display. 


‘THAT'S ME¥ [LOOK 
LIKE I'M GAGGING ON 
AMOUTHFUL OF 
STUPIDITY. 


eS 
And again with the 


soundbite. You're not 
very good at this. 


‘OKAY, I TAKE BACK WHAT I SAID 
EARLIER. I DON'T THINK I CAN DO 
THIS INTERVIEW. 


Sure you can. 
We'll just use the 
Bergerac Solution. 

Ti toll you what to 
sey via an earpiece. 


‘OH, GREAT. A SITCOM SOLUTION. 
‘THESE THINGS NEVER END WELL, 
TLL MISUNDERSTAND YOU, AND’ 
‘THEN I'LL SPOUT OFFENSIVE 
NONSENSE, 


We still have tuanty minutes | | SO NOW IT's A SCIENCE” 
fo got ready. IF wo tet the || FICTION sitcom, 
doctor pub a fap on your 

brainstem, T can put the 

words right in your mouth, 


IF LPUT THAT 
SHOE ON TLL GET 
CANCELED BEFORE 
EPISODE FOUR AIRS. 


Hey, Captain. | GOOD. THANKS, || searched 'em For 
‘The’ camera RGEANT. | weapons. They had! 
ons are here. @ couple oF slug 

eure setting (WET | throwers and some 


up in the rotten Food. | ate 
conference gq the Food, swallowed 


room. A & their guns, and then 
AQ) 


we had a nice, 
tong talk. 
my IF 


“LONG TALK?" YOU DIDN'T 
ROUGH THEM UP, DID YOU? 
‘THEY'RE REPORTERS, AND 1 
JUST LEARNED WE'RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO DO THAT. 


No, nothing like that. They 
Just hadl some questions, 
0 | broke out bhe 


ovalkwik and we 
shot the bull 
For a while. 


picture, but | 
think™my eyes might 
have been closed. 


WE'RE HERE, MISTER HANNIBAL. | SIGHTSEEING ON THE || IT'S IN THE JOB DESCRIPTION. | | SPEAKING OF JOB DESCRIPTIONS, 
SORRY WE'RE LATE. I HAD TO COMPANY DIME | | BESIDES, WE HAD A NICE CHAT J] THE SERGEANT REALLY LOVES HIS 
BRIBE THEIR PILOT TO CIRCLE ‘AGAIN, LOU? | | WITH "SERGEANT SCHLOCK* 
‘A FEW EXTRA TIMES ON THE DID YOU KNOW THAT HE is A 

"CARBOSILICATE AMORPHE" 


1 GOT Hi TO MAKE 
HIS “THIS IS HOW T, 
INTIMIDATE PEOPLE" 
7 FACE, 


PULL MY ITZER! THIS, WITH THIS “SERGEANT SCHLOCK” |] THAT'S GOOD, ‘CAUSE HE'S | | THEN AGAIN, OUTSIDERS DON'T PLAY 
1S GOLD LOU! INTERVIEW INTHE CAN WE DON'T |] MUMBLING TO HIMSELE LIKE || GALL REAL WELL IN THE LOCAL SPIN, 
THANKS, misTER]|| NEED TO SMEAR THEIR CAPTAIN. || "HE MIGHT BE TRYING TO. ; 
HANNIBAL. T TRY. |] I CAN THROW SOFTEALLS AND. PULL A BERGERAC. TL MAKE SURE 


TAKE IT EASY THE WHOLE TIME! 0 GET LOTS OF 


DROOPY-EYELIO 


HANNIBAL WITH C.H.N., AND I'M CURRENTLY ABOARD THE THE U.N.S. IS PAYING US TO 
MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-ANID-GO ENJOYING & SPECTACULAR BE HERE. WE ESCORTED A 
‘VIEW OF CREDOMAR. JOINING ME IS THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN, KAFF IG SHIPMENT OF RELIEF 
“TAGON, SENIOR COMMANDING SUPPLIES, MOSTLY FOOD, 


READY FOR YOUR, 
INTERVIEW, 


CAPTAIN? — 
P OFFICER FOR THIS AND WERE SUPPOSED TO 
COMPANY OF SOLDIERS ‘OVERSEE DELIVERY AND. 
Dye] CAPTAIN TAGON, WHY ARE DISTREUUON. 
S| Sou ano Your company 


HERE? 


YOU HEARD ME. ANSWER THE QUESTION: WHO DO 
"YOU WANT US TO DELIVER THESE SUPPLIES TO? 


TDONT KNOW YET. WHO DO 
POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT HERE, YOU WANT US TO DELIVER TO? 
HOW DO YOU DECIDE To 

WHOM TO DELIVER? posed 


‘CAPTAIN, I'M A JOURNALIST, 
NOT A POLITICIAN, DON'T 
HAVE A POSITION iN 

‘THE MATTER, 


JOURNALISTS DON'T EAT? COME ON, YOU 
HAVE TO HAVE A POSITION ON YOUR NEXT| 
(MEAL, WHERE IS IT GOING TO COME 
FROM® WHO DO YOU 

THINK WILL STARVE 

FIRST IF 1 ASANDON 

ALL THESE SUPPLIES 

‘ON THE DOCK? 


CAPTAIN, 7 
SUPPOSED'TO BE 
INTERVIEWING 


YEAH, BUT YOU KNOW MORE THAN I 
DO. IF TASK THE QUESTIONS. 
TCAN FIk THAT. 


Pl, CAN YOU GET THE GUYS UP | CHISULO! ANDY! DRINKS ) | OH, WOW. IT'S LIKE A 
BROWN, PIXELATED 
WATERFALL. 

Lot? THEY CON'T 

LISTEN TO Me, 


athe Just sO You 

This Is inoFFiciont, =" KNOM, THOSE ORINKS 
mnistrass, Lota noods || gt THEY JUST NEED 5 WILL BE ON YOU, NOT ON 
mare boxes at ance. THE RIGHT MOTIVATION. WY ME. I'M CRAZY, NOT ECCENTRIC. 


HOW'S HE DOING DOWN 
THERE, ELIZABETH? 


WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK 
THAT ROBOT 


WELL... T WAS GOING 
TO SAY “BECAUSE He's 
REALLY BIG AND 
STRONG," BUT THAT'S 
NOT THE RIGHT 
ANSWER, 1 IT? 


THE ROBOT IS DOING FINE, ANDY, HE CAUGHT AND STACKED 
THAT WHOLE BATCH IN LESS THAN TEN SECONDS, DIDN'T MISS 
A SINGLE BOX, AND NEVER ONCE COMMENTED ABOUT THE 
SENISM INHERENT IN HIS WORKPLACE. 


HOW MANY BOXES J I DIDN'T COUNT. I WAS] | MOST OF THESE BUNDLES T HOPE WE DION'T MAKE IT ANGRY. I DON'T 
WERE IN THAT ged TOO BUSY PUSHING THEM || ARE ABOUT TEN BOXES THINK WE'D LIKE IT WHEN IT'S ANGRY. 
BUNDLE WE ‘OVER THE EDGE AFTER || LONG ON EACH SIDE 

DumnPED? YOU CUT THE STRAPS, |] THAT'S A THOUSAND. 


TWO-HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
TONS OF CARGO ON THAT 
ROBOT, AND IT CAUGHT IT ALL. 


WHAT'S THE ] NO HOLDUP. JUST] 11 HAD A QUESTION, THOUGH. }} | Lota is too large “If is a puny 
HOLDUP? J QUEUING UP THE || DO WE CALL LOTA HERE A For your puny 
NEXT BUNDLES FOR|| "HE" OR A “SHE.” WE, UMM, pronouns, 
DON'T WANT TO OFFEND. 


YOU'RE SURE ABOUT THIS WHOLE “TRY] || Lota promises not ta shoot WELL, GOOD. | Lota does want to heat up cannons, 
TO KNOCK THE ROBOT OVER Erionds with cannons. 6000 LOTA) though. Maybe if perimeter team 
WITH BOXES" THING? HE. Pury “| Cannons are For warfare, TEE. A LOT\ accidentally lots hastiles thraugh? 
Ut. IT Granouns. nat For gemos BETTER NOW. 


“SORRY... LOTA HAS TWIN, on the dack. 
CANNONS ON EACH SHOULDER, 


IT'S FINE, CORPORAL, 
BOTH LOTA AND 1 WANT 

TO KNOW HOW MUCH CARGO 
LOTA CAN SHIFT AT ONCE, 


READY? THREE BUNOLES THIS } || CHISULO, WATCH THAT ELBOW, }]| OKAY, 1 DID KNOCK THE ‘QUESTION: WHAT GOOD ARE 
TIME! THAT'S SEVEN HUNDRED ) || T ALMOST KNOCKED THE SLINGER OUT OF LINE. LOOK) || FREE DRINKS FROM THE 

AND FIFTY TONS! THREE SLINGER OUT OF LINE, ‘OUT BELOW! LIEUTENANT IF THE CAPTAIN 
THOUSAND CRATES! TAKES COLLATERAL DAMAGE 


Our OF OUR PAY? 


TV'S STILL ONLY. 
A STREAM OF CARGO. 

THE ROBOT JUST HAS TO 
WORK LONGER, NOT FASTER 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD THE MERCENARY THE WFRACEATS 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. ST, 


SUT THEY ALSO STILL 
DEPEND ON FOODLORDS 
AND THE TRANSIT UNIONS, 


WHAT ABOUT THE AGRIPONI- 
WHATSITS YOU MENTIONED? DIDN'T. 
THEY MAKE FRESH FOOD? WHY 
AREN'T THEY MORE POWERFUL? 


‘THE UNION OF AGRIPONICULTURISTS 
WAS DISSOLVED BY INFRACRAT FIAT 
FOR PRICE-FIXING, WHEN THE UNS. 
STARTED SHIPPING FOOD IN THREE 
YEARS AGO, THE PORTLORDS PUT 


THEM THE REST OF THE WAY OUT OF J 


BUSINESS, AND THEN TOOK THEIR 
FACILITIES, 


WHICH NO 
LONGER SEE USE, 
BECAUSE THE UNS. 
DELIVERIES HAVE A 
MUCH, MUCH BETTER 
‘PROFIT MARGIN. 


‘SO THE FREE FOOD WE'RE 
DELIVERING IS ACTUALLY THE 
PROBLEM? 


IT'S NOT THAT SIMPLE. THE SEPARATISTS INSIST AND SPEAKING OF CHARITY CASES, I THINK THIS. EDUCATING YOU HAS BEEN 
THAT IT IS, BUT THE SYSTEM WAS BROKEN LONG INTERROGATION HAS GONE ON LONG ENOUGH, TIRESOME. I NEED TO GET 
BEFORE CREDOMAR BECAME A CHARITY T'VE TOLD YOU EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT BACK TO REPORTING THE 
CASE FOR SOL. - CREDOMAR POLITICS. @ NEWS. 


“HOPEFULLY NOTHING INTERESTING 
HAS HAPPENED BACK ON THE DOCKS 
WHILE YOU'VE HELD ME CAPTIVE 
HERE ON YOUR SHIP." 


| [NowraRonT, Dock ONE 


(ofa sees incoming boxes. 
This load is not optimally 
arranged. 


Lota is smarter than anyone 
besides Mistress Uentura 
thinks. Lota has already 
computed all three thousand 
and twenty one interacting 
ballistic trajactories. The 
boxes are predictable. 


The two humans with Lote 
are not predictable. Boxes 
Lota Fails to arrast may 
injure them. 


Lota must make the humans: 
predictable. Oh, look. Lota 

has cannons that Lota has 
boon hoping to use all day, 


embrace Hghtlu! jag 


Mistress! Ligutenant! Stand Thank you. Your position 
on the blast-mark, and 5 now predictable. 


YOUR ROBOT SAT ON US. 


WHAT... WHAT JUST THIS USED TO BE THE COCKPIT 
HAPPENED, ENSIGN? ‘OF 'CHELLE'S TANK IT'S AND STUFFED US UP HI 
4 WHERE LOTA IS PROGRAMMED SOFT, PINK BOWELS!, 

TO SHOVE ME IN CASE 


cs} 
9) 


[a SHOOTING STARTS. 
LA 
{ 


Puyny pronouns. 
These are not “his.” Those 
‘are LOTA'S pink bowels. 


Mistress and tho Spread of Falling boxes Lota shall now juggle seven hundred 9 
Ugutenant are must be adjusted prior and Fifty tons of cargo using 
now safe. to arrival at the dock, Lofe’s military-grade 

gravitics whilo 

Flying. 


“@ 2 


7 now minimize Porhaps someday Lota will 
(C damage to cargo. Find something challenging to da. 


WHAAA? THE ROBOT JUST SAT _ 
(ON PI AND VENTURA! 


EASE UP, ANDY. THERE'RE 
NO BODIES, AND NO 
STAINS ON THE DECK, 1 

THINK THEY'RE OKAY, 


‘THE ROBOT ATE THEM WITH ITS BUTT 
AND YOU THINK THEY'RE OKAY? 


10 SAY “I supPOSE SO," 
BUT "SUPPOSE" IS KIND OF A 
SCARY VERE IN THIS CONTEXT. 


T’m STILL A LITTLE 
UNCOMFORTABLE WITH 
THE WAY LOTA USED 
THOSE CANNONS. 


Errant box was too Far aut oF 
Formation. Lota Aad to use 
cannon to prevent damage to 
equipmant an deck. 


‘ONE BOX OUT OF THREE 
THOUSAND? AND IT JUST HAPPENED. 
TO CONTAIN FLAMMAGLE COOKING OIL? 


Exploding rounds: 
ninimized debris. No 
J cleanup. Also, vory satisfying. 


NOT BAD FOR THE FIRST | Actually, we dic FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS CONVERSATION, THAT 
sTarFMeeTING INPROGRESS | [ DAY, EVERYEODY. WE GOT | ill thal’ gunnar ENEMY COMBATANT IS A NOBODY. 
‘ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-6O. SHOT AT, AIMED AT, LIED “in, Squthport, 


TO, SABOTAGED, MOSEED, 
‘AND INTERVIEWED, BUT ia a N) 
NOBODY GOT KILLED. ww ko 


LAND ON DOCK ONE, NORTHPORT, IN GREDOMAR. 


‘CAPTAIN, NY TEAM 15 READY TO GO 
OFF-SHIET. WE'VE BEEN WATCHING THIS 


PERIMETER ALL DAY. 


WHINE SOME MORE, EBBY. 
MY TEAM'S ACTUALLY BEEN 
‘BREAKING A SWEAT MOVING CARGO. 


MASSEY, YOU'RE IN 

YOU RESOTH SENG 

ROTATED OUT. BRAD, COMUNE HERE: 
“CHELLE, AND MASSEY Ate 
WATGH OFFICERS FOR THE 
NIGHT SHIFT, BRAD'S GOT 

CARGO AND “CHELLE'S 

(GOT PERIMETER 


T'M AN ATTORNEY, 
NOT A WARSHIP 
‘COMMANDER, 


‘RIGHT. DON'T TOUCH ANYTHING. 
‘START LOOKING AT ALL THE. 
LEGAL-SMEAGOL STUFF HERE 
ON CREDOMAR, ENNESBY WILL 
WAKE ME UP IF ANYTHING GOES 
‘SERIGUSLY WRONG, AND TAG 
CAN ENGAGE ANY IMMEDIATE 


THOSE OF YOU GOING OFF-SHIFT CAN 
SHUTTLE BACK HERE, OR WANDER THE 
STATION. IF YOU GO OUT, BE SURE TO 
‘BUDDY UP AND STAYIN TOUCH. AND 
DO NOT GO UNARMED. 


WAIT... EBBY, IF SCHLOCK 
GOES GUT MAKE SURE HE'S 
CARRYING SOMETHING 
BESIDES THOSE TWO 
‘PLASMA CANNONS, 


WHEN YOU SAY "BESIDES," DO 
YOU MEAN “IN ADDITION TO," OR 
“INSTEAD OF?" BECAUSE ONE OF 

THOSE IS A REALLY HARD SELL. 


‘TT CAME TO ME ALL AT 
‘ONCE WHEN LOTA CRAMINED 
PARA AND MME UP INTO 
LOTA'S BOWEL COCOON 
FOR SAFE KEEPING, 


JO LOTA USING PRONOUNS, 

BECAUSE THEY ARE TOO PUNY 
VAY FOR LOTA. ALSO, DON'T GET 
7 CONFUSED WHEN LOTA REFERS TO 
(s LOTA IN THE FIRST-PERSON PROPER 


YOU DON'T NEED TO 
WORRY ABOUT LOTA 
‘JUST USE THE CRANES 
ABOARD EATONRUN 
TO THROW CARGO, 
AND LOTA 

WILL TAKE 

CARE OF 

THE REST. 


LOTA IS STRONG, FAST, 
‘AND LOYAL THE THING 
WITH PRONOUNS IS THE 
‘ONLY GUIRK WE'VE 
UNCOVERED. 


Mistress should not 
hava to crana her 
feck sa. much. 


THIS ISN'T A 
QUIRK. I PUT IT 
IN ON PURPOSE. 


SO, SERGEANT... WHAT DO } || SEE THE SIGHTS HERE? HEAD, GRAB YOUR PLASGUNS OUT OF THE 
YOU WANT 7000 NOW BACK To THE TOUCH- LOCK-BOX AND HEAT SOMETHING UP? 
THAT WE'RE OFF-SHIFT? AND-6O? i 


WHY DON'T WE HEAD INTO. 
TOWN AND GRAG_A BITE 
T thought the 
were. cuk of faced 
Isn't that why 
we're deliverin, 
relief supplies? 


THEY CAN'T BE COMPLETELY 
OUT OF FOOD. THEY SAY 
THAT CIVILIZATION IS NEVER 
MORE THAN THREE MISSED 
MMEALS AWAY FROM 
COLLAPSE, 


THINGS HERE STILL SEEM 
TO BE FAIRLY CIMLIZED, 
THEREFORE THERE 1S STILL 
FOOD TO BE EATEN, 


WELCOME TO PANDA GONZALES, 
HONE OF AUTHENTIC HONE 
KONE TEX-MEK. CANT TAKE 
YOUR ORDER? 


Are we loosely 
Slefiring ‘civiized, 
i or both? 


EGEW. WHAT'S THE 


TT LOOKS LIKE BLUEBERRY ’S OUR SPECIALTY! FRESH 'S CALLED By 

Se os [ee come) | Rmacacee asa ons peer 
"The narber | WEES CHEESE‘ emets Thke | | “corn smut” is cennLy FoLven J] Ane Hod Me OY 

INTO CAREFULLY FERMENTED 

SOYBEANS CALLED *NATIO.” 


with the number (comebody area 
ate it ar 


it to people who 
icin’t like it. 


say "number two.) 


Gy my count you've 
been awake For 


You're not twenty-Five 
anymore. Uou need to sloop 


Sd) | 


Goodnight, 
sir, WAKE ME AT THE 
FIRST SIGN OF TROUBLE. FINE. WAKE ME 
TF THERE'S A FIRE. 


IT'S NOT JUST CORN AND 
Soy. IT'S ALSO A BACTERIA 
COLONY FIGHTING OFF 
A FUNGAL INFECTION. 
SMUTTO IS A LITLE 
PILE OF GERM 
WARFARE 


ay 
ecer k 


{ || aml 


‘Okay, sure. Bub the last 
time’ hacl to spit something 
ou it was_an infection of 
nanobots. The Smusto | 
dropped down the hole is 
Waly out of its league. 


YOU CAN EAT 


NOTH CHANNIT! SOMEBO! Ebby, humans keep their 
JUST SHOT MY EYE OUT! brains up where you've 
a 99% nothing nue eyeball 
is place Is pretby much 
all human. Cet’ Chem Chink 
Chey kilee! you. 


Cruel Fate! His 
ont oleeenOn. AY ceath vertex mace 
WERE GOING TO it sound almost as 
KILL SOMEBODY. iF he was talking! 


‘Chelle, this is Schlock. 
boy's own. There's a 
sniper oub here. 


Keep your helmets 
Whoever pulled the 
took a headshot. 


THAT SHOULON'T HAVE | HOW MUCH LONGER 


EBBIRNOTH. He's A 
UNIOG. HE DOESN'T 
HAVE A HEAD. 


Scary! Air escaping 
From the corpse 
sounds just Tike 
words! 


Frigger 


D0 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY 
EXPOSED NERVES THERE ARE 

IN A POPPED UNIOC 

EYEBALL? 


‘SORRY. T'M IN A LOT OF 
PAIN, TALKING TAKES MY 
MIND OFF OF THE DESIRE 
TO SCREAM IN AG 


SERGEANT, THE SNIPER MAY] | You don't ple 
BE WANTING FOR THE dead very wel, 
RECOVERY TEAM TO SHOW 

UP. ONCE THEY 00, HE 

OPENS FIRE AGAIN, 


SORRY, CAPTAIN'S 
ORDERS. WE NEED 


‘Thank you For announcing 
tos i OydoH RUE | SRceP COLLATERAL 
| (Sansie GoM ie 

nothing but a slug-thrower SHOTGUN ISA 
CONROMSe 


here in my gue? 
v 
q 


L VY 


HANG ON... YOU 


I didn’t grab the shotgun. | grabbed 
the shortbarrel robary Fifty 
and six cases of ammo. 


| think I can Figure: 
out about where 
he's shooting From. 


1D WEEP FOR 
EVERYTHING LUNG 
IN THAT GENERAL 
DIRECTION, BUT IT 
HURTS TO CRY. 


OF course I'm okay, 
Hell have to hit me 
in the eye to even 
inconvenience me, 


Good. He shot me || That way I'll have something 
ice already. Next || to aim at when | staré 

ime | want Eo see 

a muzzle-Flash. 


YOU'LL ONLY Be 
PRESENTING HIM WITH 
A BIGGER TARGET. 


foe 


‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK IS ON A ROOFTOP SCANNING FOR 
‘A DISTANT SNIPER, SCHLOCK'S EVESTGHT IS GOOD. 
THE SNIPER'S MUZZLE-FLASH BETRAYS HIS POSITION. 


THE SNIPER IS JUST OVER 
FIVE HUNDRED METERS AWAY 
(SCHLOCKS EYESIGHT IS 
REALLY GOOD.) WITHOUT 
GOING INTO THE MATH, THIS 
MEANS THAT IN EARTHS 
GRAVITY SHOTS WOULD BE 


DROPPING JUST OVER FOUR 
METERS BEFORE ARRIVING. 


'SCHLOCK'S WEAPON HAS A MUCH LOWER MUZZLE VELOCITY. THIS 15 NOT EARTH'S GRAVITY. THIS. 
{AT THIS RANGE, IN EARTHS GRAVITY, HES RETURNING FIRE IS CREDOMAR'S ROTATION. THE BURST 
WILL DROP ALMOST NINE METERS BEFORE ARRIVING. ‘CURVES WIDE AND FALLS SHORT. 


THE SMART-SIGHT FIGURES ALL THES QUT 
INSTANTLY, AND POSITIONS THE RETICLE 
TO COMPENSATE. SCHLOCK FIRES A BURST. 


I'm gonna have to YUP. THE TRACER ROUNDS ARE 
walk my shots, IN THOSE BOXES BEHIND YOU. 


THE VECTORS ARE COMPLEX, AND FALL. WELL OUTSIDE PROGRAMMED 
PARAMETERS. THE SMART-SIGHT ISNT SMART ENOUGH TO ADJUST. 


‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK IS FIRING A STROHL MUNITIONS SHORT-BARREL ROTARY HANDCANNON. IN 
‘TTS CURRENT CONFIGURATION IT FIRES FIVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY ROUNDS PER MINUTE, EVERY 
FIFTH ROUND A TRACER, AT A MUZZLE VELOCITY OF SEX HUNDRED AND TEN METERS PER SECOND. 


This thing is a lob 
more dangerous over 
shorE distances, 


PERHAPS, NEVERTHELESS, 
EVERYONE DOWNRANGE 
ES HOPING YOU RUN OUT 
(OF AMMUNITION SOON, 


SERGEANT, HOLD 
YOUR FIRE! 


Aww. Bbbu, | 
almost hac him! 


REALLY? IT SOUNDED LiKE [1 only went through 
YOU WERE WALKING YOUR | three boxes. 


rcreerae 
naman 

OF ARNG. FOR YOUR 
mae 


HELLO, SERGEANT. YOU 
WEREN'T HARD TO 


FIND. 


“A 


ey? 


ry 
TW 


Well, yeah, I'm the 
‘amorph in town, 
I'm on the roof. 


/| 
NICE 


ACTUALLY, IT WAS 
Your CHOICE OF, 
AMMUNITION. 


BETWEEN YOUR MUZZLE-FLASH AND 
THE TRACERS WE JUST FOLLOWED THE 
DOTTED LINE TO THE 

BLINKING LIGHT. 


= 
‘Oh. | guess that 
‘cheap tracer ammo 
‘works both directions. 


HOW ARE YOU JIT THROB WITH 


DOING, EBBY?, 


‘ALTERNATING 
RAGE AND 
AGONY. 


THE EXPOSED NERVES PULSATE 
IN THE PENUMBRA BETWEEN 
MY AWARENESS AND MY 
SUBCONSCIOUS, 


VISIONS OF PAIN CORUSCATE IN| IT SOUNDS LIKE J SOME OF OUR 


MY PERIPHERAL VISION, WHILE A | STIMMES MAKE FINEST POETS 
‘OF FOCUS, A CUMULONIMGUS ORUG-ADDICTS, 


AGGREGATE OF QUIET FURY 
‘AND UNTAPPED STRENGTH, 


at 


YOU DID A REAL NUMBER ON | | Shox 
THOSE BUILDINGS, SARGE. NO 
SIGN OF THE SNIPER, 
THOUGH, 


Fast and curving. 


\ @ 


YEAH, WE SAW 
CURVING TRACER- 

TRACK AS WE FLEW IN. WITH 
PRACTICE I BET YOU COULD 
‘SHOOT AROUND CORNERS. 


ing in Chis rotating \ et A 
station ie really haral. hy 80 NOT SAY I 
bullets were dropping too J 


TAKE EBBY AND SCHLOCK STRAIGHT — J | EVERYBODY ELSE, BRAD HASN'T CALLED FOR 
BACK TO THE SHIP. TF THE SERGEANT JI] | WE'RE FLYING BACK & HELP YET, SO HOPEFULLY 
SUGGESTS STOPPING FOR A LITLE TO PERIMETER DUTY, J] EVERYTHING'S FINE, 
TARGET PRACTICE, REFUSE, THEN 

PROMISE HIM OVALKUIK, 


‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 
‘WHAT AN EXCITING 
‘OPPORTUNITY YOU 

HAVE PROVIDED. 


NEVER BEFORE... NOT DURING LAW 
SCHOOL, NOT DURING MY SIX YEARS IN 
PRIVATE PRACTICE, NOT EVEN WORKING 
‘AS A PUBLIC DEFENDER... NEVER HAVE I 
BEEN PRIVILEGED TO 

GIVE A SUBORDINATE 

A “DRESSING DOWN." 


‘SUCH A MOMENTOUS OCCASION 
DESERVES A DIATRIBE INSPIRED 
'BY TRAGIC MELPOMENE, OR 
PERHAPS COMEDIC THALIA, 
FRAMED WITHIN THE GIFTS OF 


| POLYHYMNIA'S ORATORY 


‘AND RHETORIC, 


IN THAT SAME HELLENIC VEIN, | HAVE « AND FOUND, TO MY LAMENT, 
MUSED UPON THE UPERAIDING TO BE ‘THIS CONDIGN CASTIGATION 
ADMINISTERED, PONDERED THE MUST BE MEET FOR YOUR 
POSSIBLE PUNISHMENTS. PARTICULARLY PICAYUNE 


PATOIS, 


eer ae ARE GOING TO }f {NOW GO TO BED AND DREAM ve 

your ire Sppovenry ive corwore |]] WELL Howo Massey beat me 
Shoot eM “UP, AND IT IS TODO. IT 60% up with big words. 
Gone 10 sneak US R 


IGNORING FOR A MOMENT THE 
FACT THAT WE'RE GOING TO GET 
‘OUR PANTS SUED OFF, I THINK T 
KNOW WHERE WE SHOULD BE 
SENDING THE FOOD. 


‘THE INFRACRATS ARE WHAT'S: 
LEFT OF THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT. THEY CONTROL 
‘THE BELT OF ANNIE-PLANTS 
CALLED THE “STATIONWAIST." 


IF WE SEND THEM THE FOOD, 
POWER WILL BE CONSOLIDATED 
IM ONE PLACE, AND THEY CAN 
RESTORE ORDER. 


‘So you like 
tyranny, thon? 


NO, BUT A GRATEFUL 

TYRANT CAN SWEEP A 

LAWSUIT UNDER THE RUG 

FASTER THAN YOU CAN SAY 

*HONEY, WHO 1S THAT KNOCKING. 
JON OUR DOOR SO LATE AT NIGHT?™ 


We could also wait to seo 
who ‘sues us For Schlack's 
shooting spree, and then 

just send the Food to fiom, 


THAT'S AFANTASTIC y ONCE WORD GETS OUT, WE'LL 
IDEA HAVE PEOPLE GOADING US 
INTO SHOOTING AT THEM SO 

‘TAT THEY, TOO, CAN SETTLE 

‘OUT OF COURT FOR HUGE 

LOADS OF FOOD. 


‘THE SUPPLIES WILL BE EQUITABLY DISTRIBUTED 
BASED ON HOW THREATENING PARTIES CAN 
APPEAR, AND HOW MUCH DAMAGE WE INFLICT IN 
‘THEIR DIRECTION, 


APter your earlior 
comments about 
tyranny, I can't tall 
hather or not you 
are being sarcastic. 


REGARDLESS OF WHERE WE 
WANT THE FOOD TO END UP, 
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO FIND 
HELP GETTING IT THERE. 


Laborer’s Union has: 

two fucking chaptors, 
They'd be doing the job 
already if we'd lat them, 


SUPPLIES WHERE WE TELL THEM | HAVE NO COMPETITION, 
JO. THECLUTS SO FARINGED | HANDING THIS To THem [JUS Saing to have fo shoot somobody, 
WITH THE FOODLORDS IT MIGHT A” WON'T BRING PRICES 
AS WELL BE A MATTRESS. DOWN. PEOPLE WILL 

KEEP STARVING. 


‘BUT THEY WON'T BE TAKING THE ES THE FOODLORDS | I's looking more and more like we're 


AND IF 1 HAND THAT 
ANALYSIS TO THE CAPTAIN 
(OVER BREAKFAST I'M SURE 
WE'LL HAVE TURNED CREDOMAR 
INTO A DEBRIS FIELD BY LUNCH. 


WE HAVE ALITTLE THREE TRUCKLOADS OF HANDED, THEY SMIPED US, || SOMEONE WILL TELL ME 
PROBLEM DOWN HERE SUPPLIES. TT LOOKS LIKE AND WHEN YOU LEFT THE’ — || WHO “THEY” ARE, I'LL 


‘ON THE DOCK, THEY PULLED THIS WHILE PERIMETER TORESPOND, | make “THEM GO 
WE WERE RECOVERING ‘THEY STOLE FROM US, AWAY FOREVER. 


ERY AND SCHLOCK. 
© ; 


MASSEY, THIS 1S eee | SOMEBODY MADE OFF WITH ] | THEY KNOW WE'RE SHORT~ YOU KEEP SAYING “THEY.” IF 


uou, ploaso? 


g 3 
: ys x/ Lota will holp’ 
BS ti 


‘7 


Lota wants to help ie 
punish those who 
messed up Lota’s 
nica stacks oF 
cargo. 


Lota moves Faster, 
and is botter armed 
than your platoon, 


T’h SORRY, LOTA_ NOBODY 
ELSE CAN SHIFT CARGO 
LIKE LOTA CAN. SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE NEED TO 00 THE 
THINGS ONLY THEY CAN 00, 
RATHER THAN THE THINGS 
THEY WANT TO 00, OR 
EVEN THE THINGS THEY'RE 
BEST AT. 


LOSIC DOES 
THAT TO SOULS, 


HELLO, TAG. KEVYN SAID HE 
LEFT SOMETHING "BAKING" 
FOR ME? 


ff some survallance 
‘bots coming out 
‘of tha Fabber now. 


They are equipped with 
nanny-cam relays, and can 
‘apply tha cameras to any 
surface. 


In an emergency 
they double as autonomous 
woapans plalforms, I have 
iractad one of them to jain 

us here For your inspection. 


Form in this 
case dofinitely 
Follows Function, 


THES ISNT HOT | LIKE MANY PEOPLE, SCHLOCK 
SALT, BUT THE FINDS THAT SOAKING IN THE 

BATHIS A GOOD CURE FOR A 

CASE OF "GRUMPY AND SAD." 


WE INTERVIEWED SERGEANT SCHLOCK JUST 
A FEW HOURS BEFORE HIS RAMPAGE IN 
VIATON, HERE'S ONE CRAZY ALIEN 
‘MERCENARY YOU DO NOT WANT 

TO MAKE ANGRY. 


J AND DON'T LET HIM 
‘ANYWHERE NEAR YOUR’ 
‘LUNCH, EITHER! 


rCHING THE NEWS, 
WEVER, T5 NO} 


‘SO, SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 
TELLUS ALITTLE ABOUT 

YOURSELF. Tm Sergeant 

ISchlock. I'm a 

‘carbosilicate 

‘amorph, andl I'm 

@ mercenary. 


HAH! JUST THE FACTS. VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD. 
LET'S ASK THE QUESTION WE ALL 

‘WANT ANSWERED FIRST. 
HAVE YOU EVER KILLED 


Welt 


yeah. Lots) 
times. 


HAVE YOU KILLED 
ANYBODY TODAY? 


No, but the 
‘day's not 
over yet. 


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF TASKED YOU FOR A 
DEMONSTRATION? 


a 


is shuttle only has you, me, your 
camera guy, and’ our pilot. 
‘Since you won't pick 
ff, and | won't 
Pick me'or the pilot, 
how much clo you 
Tike your camera guj? 


1AM QUITE GLAD YOU DON'T NEED TO KILL 


ANYBODY RIGHT NOW. I RETRACT THE QUESTION 
‘ABOUT A DEMONSTRATION. 


Sarge, are you watching... |] No problem. | Yeah, the interview has 
ab. You are, You umm, wasn’t in a boon edited protty hoavily. 
look great on camera, 4 Killing mood 


‘AS A MERCENARY ARE YOU EVER Ji [ SO WHAT DO YOU DO? 
GIVEN ORDERS YOU DON'T LIKE 

TO CARRY OUT? Vearry them out. 

if I don’t, then 

they might stop 

giving me the 

orders | like. 


K's the same thing with 
you, right? You do the 
arts oF your job you 

don't like 30 you can keep 
doing the parts you do. 


HAVE INTERNS FOR THE, 
PARTS I DON'T LIKE. 


WHAT ARE THE PARTS OF 
YOUR JOE YOU LIKE THE 


MOST, SERGEANT? 


My plasma 
éanrons. 


Explosions. Close combat. 
Cutting @ wide ewath 
through the enemy. 


Done right, yeah. Encin, 
horrible, evil person with 
superior Firepower is very 
‘satisfying, It’s so much 
simpler ‘than how society 
usually tries to do i. 


HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE 
WORD “SOCIOPATH®™ 


T get mistaken 
For one all 


THAT WAS SERGEANT SCHLOCK EARLIER 
THIS AFTERNOON, WHINING ABOUT BEING 
MISTAKEN FOR A SOCIOPATH AND 

‘COMPLAINING THAT HE HADN'T GOTTEN 
TO KILL ANYBODY YET. 


THIS IS SERGEANT SCHLOCK LATE THIS 
EVENING, HOSING DOWN FOUR BLOCKS 
‘OF VIATON WITH AUTOMATIC FIRE. 


He takes good 
pictures, though) 


‘COMMENTS ARE POURING IN LIVE FROM OUR VIEWERS. | didn't say Chose things that way. | 

Sree eee ene sae See ol ba bo Oo fran Het 

Spat cere atier iret ppl 
the pictures s0 well 

I'm starting to Feel 

like that's actually 

how it happened. 


Bosides, araund here thay 
reat psychopathic criminals 
ji pprefty woll. Froa room and 
Zt an emoty | “board, unlimited hypernat 
threat, Schlock. Don’t} privilages, and vocational 
training os leuyars. 


Where's Massey? He's in command 
Tight now. I need permission, 


Ho's working with Tag on 
the intel problom. He probably 
needs to nat be bothered. 


I'm not going to bother him. I'm {This dowsn’t 
ing to make him order me to 


fake out that newsman. 


Ie doesn’ 
‘The news said 


sound like 
Im a sociopath, 


you, Sergeant. 


‘kay, but sociopaths 
don't need orders to 
be sociopathic. 


trying to talk 
you down off the 
ledge here, Schlack. 


HELLO, SERGEANT. TAG TOLD ME YOU WERE ON NO, HE NEEDS TO BE LEFT i bay 
‘THE WARPATH, YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE IN YOUR Jig] ALONE. WE CAN'T FIX ANY OF You're just afraid to use enough oF it. 
BATHTUB DREAMING THIS WITH VIOLENCE. 


OF POVERTY. But Frank Hannibal 


‘SERGEANT, “ENOUGH” VIOLENCE IN THIS CASE 
WOULD PROBABLY DESTROY THE ENTIRE 
HABITAT, AND THAT MUCH COLLATERAL DAMAGE 
WOULD CAUSE US ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS. 


ich we coud 
) solve with more 


violence. 


NO, THE SCALE PUT SIMPLY, WE WOULD 
OF THE PROBLEMS — | RUN OUT OF BULLETS LONG 
WOULD ESCALATE BEFORE WE RAN OUT OF 

BEYOND OUR ABILITY ‘PROBLEMS, 
"TO WREAK HAVOC. 


Leb me get my plasguns ous 
OF the fockbox. ‘They never 
run out of bullets. 


‘SERGEANT, PLEASE 
‘JUST IGNORE THE 
NEWS. PRETEND IT 
DOESN'T EXIST, 


NEWS PROGRAMS ARE EPHEMERAL. THEY \W | NEXT UP: AT NO SMALL PERSONAL 


HAVE LITTLE LASTING IMPACT BECAUSE OF 
HOW QUICKLY THEY SWITCH TO THE MOST 
ENTERTAINING NEW ISSUE, 

HERE, LOOK, 


THEY'VE PROBASLY 
ALREADY FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT YOUR FIREWORKS 
‘SHOW WITH THE SNIPER, 


‘RISK TLL BE INTERVIEWING A MAN 
WHO CLAIMS HE WAS HOLDING A, 
‘SNIPER RIFLE WHEN HE WAS 
UNJUSTLY ENGAGED BY THE, 
‘SOCIOPATHIC SERGEANT 
'SCHLOCK. STAY TUNED! 


‘SEE? THEY'VE ALREADY FOUND 
SOMESODY MORE INTERESTING 
THAN YOU. 


TO PROTECT THE ANONYMITY OF 
OUR NEXT GUEST WE WILL BE 
(CHANGING HIS PACE AND HIS 
VOICE BEFORE BROADCASTING. 


‘AND NOW... THE 
VIATON SNIPER! 


IN YOUR OWN WORDS, 
MISTER SNIPER, TELL Us 
WHAT HAPPENED EARLIER 
THIS EVENING, 


MY NAME ISN'T 
SNIPER. 1S 
CLIFFORD. 


WE'RE TRYING TO PROTECT 
YOUR ANONYMITY HERE, 
MISTER CLIFFORD. 


‘IT'S MISTER FINNEY, 
Sy mY 
Sy NAME, 


a. 


FOUR DAYS AGO THOSE LANY SHOOTING I OID, 1 DID 
MMERCS KIDNAPPED AND TO PROTECT US HONEST 


TORTURED MY BROTHER Y CREDOMARANS. THESE MERCS 
HAVE BEEN INFILTRATING, 

KIDNAPPING, AND KILLING 

FOR WEEKS NOW, 


‘$0 YOU ADMIT TO FIRING ON LIEUTENANT 
EBSIRNOTH AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK? 


FIRE ON THEM? I KILLED THEM 
BOTH WITH HEADSHOTS! 


REALLY? SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
RETURNED QUITE ABSIT OF FIRE, 
“WALKING HIS SHOTS" AND TEARING 
UP FOUR BLOCKS OF FRONTAGE, 


‘OKAY, MAYEE THAT GREEN 
‘ONE TOOK A WHILE TO DIE. 


He's lying! He's lying, anc Settle down? 
he's boasting, and he's - SETTLE DONNI! 
doing it’ on TV in Front He shot my Friend! 


oF rilions of people! 


He shot me! He 


‘SERGEANT, I CAN SOLVE THIS. THE FABBER JUST 
‘SPAT OUT'SOME VERY SMART MISSILES FOR URSAN 
DEPLOYMENT. 


‘You'd Fire hunter: 
missiles into the 
habitat For me? 

Really? 


REALLY, REALLY | WOULD, 
UST PUT ME DOWN, 
AND TILL TAKE CARE OF 
EVERYTHING. 


I notice you didn’t 
promise the sergeant 
that you'd assign targot 
priorities or even arm 
the warheads on our 
ow surveillance tools, 


WAIT... YOU PICKED HIM UP 
‘AND THREATENED HIM WITH 


PHYSICAL VIOLENCE? 


Yeah, but 
only alittle, 


SCHLOCK, MASSEY IS AN OFFICER, HE'S THE 
OFFICER’ IN COMMAND OF THE ENTIRE COMPANY 
RIGHT NOW, AND HE'S AN ATTORNEY. 


YOUR SCREW-UP WITH MORE 
SCREWING UP. YOU NEED TO LAY LOW, 
GET A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP, AND LET 

SOMEONE ELSE SCREW UP FOR A WHILE, 


‘Okay, somebody else 
has Screwed up. Is it 
my turn again? 


WHAT? WHAT = Sorry. The jar kind oF wf You scowl pretty 
HAPPENED? looks like an eyeball. well with it, too, 
— —— Fi 


Weren't you 
egnzeching? Want 10 See 
\ HOW IT LOOKS 


~ 


fal to Waosey are Pre 
fo Massey and Fir 
that 


Cooked like a nuke: 
OFF on Crecomar’s 
Big Flash, plasma 
shockwave, the 
works, 


| hope it wasn't 
something we did, 
Massey chewed me 
owe For pockina a Few 
‘buildings. That 
will earn chewing, 
swallowing, and then 
‘pooping out. 


‘I NEEO TO CHECK WITH THE 
CAPTAIN AND SEE IF MY 
LIEUTENANT'S TABS ALLOW MRE 
TO REVOKE METAPHOR 
PRIVILEGES FROM 
A SERGEANT. 


going 


‘BUT THERE WAS A 
I blocked what | HUGE EXPLOSION, 
appeared to bo 
an unauthorized 


inbound teraport. 


The ‘port 
‘was executed 
with oxtramely 
antiquated gear, 
and I caught 
it too late, 


There wes no time 
ta query anyone. It 
was aver in less 
than half a second, 


IF it makes you Fea! any 
botter, I'm prety sure I did 
loss’ damage than iF it had 
boon an actual attack 

‘on the station. 


YM SO GLAD THERE'S A 
‘CONSOLATION PRIZE. 


WHILE YOUR PSYCHOTIC NEW 
NEIGHBOR SITS ON HIS PORCH 
WITH A SHOTGUN WORRYING 
ABOUT THE THUGS WITH 

‘THE BULLDOZER. 


The single Teraport Area Denial 
‘system covering Credomar wont 
complataly down, 30 T essumod 
it wes sabotage. At that samo 

instant somebody tried ta ‘port 
@ package to the stationuast. 


eo ou eA CUT AD Extensive emergency chatter 
from tha station eliows me to 
THINKING THE STATION WAS] infor that tha fou Hou 

‘securely’ refual 


the annie-plants. 


Oh, nicoly 
dane, sir. 


IPs like Knocking 
down a wall of your 

house 30 you can 
carry groceries 


JUST HAD A THOUGHT. STAY WITH ME ON THIS: IF 
‘THEIR STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR FUELING THE 
STATION INVOLVES TAKING THE ENTIRE TERAPORT 


wore probably ‘partad infa 
place during @ refueling 
operation. tlle now know 
whore fo start looking 
For suspects in that 

ry. particular crime. 


T SAID “STAY WITH ME,” NOT "RUN ON AHEAD.” ) | 
Ag, \ [(Serry. You tat stowor than’ 
Q you think, and you think 


@ 


liko'a moat-glacior. 


‘4 >——_—__—_— | 
On. Nel 
will you Ed NO. 
fi 


See? Is fun completing, 
people's sentences, 

and answering thair 
quastions beFora 

thay Finish 

asking tham. 


LDIDN'T SAY IT WASN'T. IY 
SAID THAT I DON'T LIKE 
IT WHEN YOU DO IT TO ME. 


asoneo Te aeacensey wars” ouch a aoe 


‘AND-60, CURRENTLY IN A STA TTONKEEPING 
(AND RUBBERNECKING) ORBIT AROUND THE 
CREDOMAR HABITAT 


Somewhere betwoon 
zera and three hundred, 
doponding on who's doing 

the counting. Call it 
“undetermined” For naw. 


Na biosphere 
breach. The outgassing 

was From bulkhead 
passages, now sealed. 


No, it's not. 
What's’ he going to 
da that you can't? f 


LDON'T KNOW, 
‘COULDN'T WE BE 
DEPLOYING TROOPS 
TO HELP THEM WITH 
REPAIRS? 


It's Infracrat 

territory. They're 
broadcasting “stay 
out of our way" 
right now. 
SO WE JUST DO NOTHING, 
AND LET THE CAPTAIN SLEEP 
THROUGH ALL THIS? 


Right now thara’s) 
nothing fa do, 


EXCEPT WORRY. 


Find you're good at 
that. Gat busy. 


PERMISSION TO HULLNUTS AN’ JIBBENS! YOUR 
‘ABOARD THEEATORRUN... Fcone nro THe || TAT Means vou can come || Ranma gato You 


arioee, skippers} | IN: JUNIOR THE DOOR'S || B16, TOO, 


‘OPEN. 


HULLNUTS! YOUR I THINK SHE 
MOMMA RAISED YOU RIED NOT TO, BUT 
WELL-MANNEREO, KID. : THANKS FOR NOTICING, 


WE'RE READY TO 
MOVE TO ANOTHER, 
‘COMPARTMENT. 
FOUR-NINETEEN 1S, 
EMPTY, 


WE WERE MAKING 
PRETTY GOOD TIME 
THERE AT THE END. 


HAH! TVE SEEN 
BETTER TIME 


CLEARING ONE. 
COMPARTMENT PER 
DAY... T FIGURE TLL 
“TURN NINETY 
BEFORE YOU'RE 


YOU DON'T LOOK A DAY OVER 
mx SEVENTY, SIR. 
FLATTER AINT 

(GETTING THAT CARGO 


MOVED, KID. 


TLL SHIFT A FULL |] WE'LL TRY TO UNLOAD FASTER || BUT YOU SAID WE HULLNUTS, SON. WAITING ON 
WERE TAKING YOU LIKE THIS, 1'M PAID BY 
Woon somrer you 


THE HOUR I FIGURE T CAN 

PUSH ANY FASTER PRETEND T'M RETIRED WITH 

THROUGH THAT ‘A NICE PENSION, 
SERVICE HATCH, 
SOMEBODY'S GOING 
TO GET HURT. 


ISN'T THERE SOMETHING I CAN OPEN TWENTY ‘COURSE, IF YOU SHOOT IT 

We CAN DO 0 SPEED UP COMPARTMENTS AT ONCE. UP SOME MORE, MAYBE 

THE UNLOADING? (OUT THE BACK, BUT THESE THEY'LL LET YOU KEEP IT, 
DOCKS AREN'T TOOLED TO, 


SURE. GET THE RECEIVE THAT. 


8E, BUT YOUR CAPTAIN 
SHOT IT UP, STIRRED 
THE HORNETS, 


The fawsuits are) | The Viaton Station-Estate The Northport | The Infracrat Party | Summary: They all want Food, 
arriving, sit. ps Ouners Association is || Longshoreman’s Union| is suing us For the | and thoy all think wo'ra_-—4 
(uve) suing us For property |] is suing us For lost | lo33 of ane annie- | rockloss. 
Ca 


damage and reckloss |} wages and reckless | plant and reckioss 
endangerment. Thay say|} endangerment, They, | endangerment. 
thoy'll soltia For too will seftie For’ | Surprise! They'll 
all the Food, all the Food. alsa sottia For all 
the Food. 


-AND-60__ 


30, Has ON Loam. Te TRING 
Toonr Counsei? Y\ with MV EYES 


WE'RE BEING 
SHIFT Ee ee THE MERCENARY SUED. ALOT | 


TE FILED] 
ee | 


WE'RE ALSO BEING 


Jee 
it ‘THOUGH. WE DID 
¢ ACCIDENTALLY ALMOST 


WHOA! MASSEY, YOU HAD ONE 
DISASTER AFTER ANOTHER WHY 
DIDN'T YOU WAKE TAGON FOR 


‘THERE'S NOT MUCH HE COULD 
HAVE DONE BEYOND YELLING AT 
IME. AND THAT WOULD HAVE 
SLOWED THE COUNTERSUING 
‘DOWN MORE THAN A LITTLE, 


BESIDES, ENNESBY SAID THE CAPTAIN 
NEEDS His SLEEP. APPs 


almost three days 

straight. Ho hoods 

fo wake up on his 
‘own time. 


And those aro 
his own words. 


LOOKS moRE 


BUT DAD, IT's. 


‘SUMMER? WHY DO 


THAVE TO GET UP. 
(ON TIME FOR 
SCHOOL? 


‘DISCIPLINE! IF WE SET 
THAT LITTLE INTERNAL 
CLOCK OF YouRS NOW 
‘THEN YOU'LL NEVER 
COVERSLEEP AS AN 
ADULT. 


BUT I'M TIRED, 
TO 


; 
G) 


NEVER MISS 
NYTHING IMPORTANT 

BECAUSE YOU 
‘OVERSLEPT. YOU'LL 


‘GROW UP, KAFF 


‘AND SUDDENLY I'M AWAKE. #S/GH*. 


‘GOOD MORNING, ENJOYING MY LOTTERY | THE PRESENT’S TOH, HEY. IT’S YOUR 
COMMANDER! WINNINGS, DOING PURE | NOT FOR YOU. | TIMECLONE. NOT AS 


RESEARCH, THE USUAL, CUTE AS YOU, 
TM ALSO SENDING A 
1 BIRTHDAY PRESENT. 


TT'S NOT OUR 
‘00D mornns. oH, YY BIRTHDAY. 
WEY. YOU. WHAT ARE 
YOU UP TO THESE DAYS? 


IS THAT ELF? DID_Y ENJOY YOUR LOTTERY 


SHE JUST GET OUT, 
(OF YOUR BED? 


WINNINGS, I'M DOING 


HAPPY FORTY-NINTH BIRTHDAY, 
SON. A MUTUAL FRIEND SAID 
TPS HIGH TIME YOU AND ME 

PATCHED THINGS UP, 


'NOW.. WHEN ARE YOU GONNA QUIT PRANCING AROUND 
IN ARMORED UNDERWEAR AND SETTLE DOWN? 
T WANT GRANDCHILDREN, 


DAD, THIS ISN'T AND 11'S 
UNDERWEAR. 1) EMBARRASSING. 
ins very" J THAT'S wry THE 
FUNCTIONAL. (\ UNS AND THE 

COF. USE IT. 


THEY BREAK YOU DOWN 
IN BASIC, AND BUILD YOU 
BACK UP STRONGER BUT 
THAT UNIFORMS A 
REMINDER THAT YOU 
STILL CAN'T HIDE 
‘ANYTHING, 


HAPPY FORTY-NINTH. YOU | DID YOU CALL JUST TO. 
AREN'T GOING TO LOOK | REMIND ME THAT I'M 
GOO0 IN CARBONAN | GETTING OLD? 
‘CROTCH-HUGGERS 
FOREVER, YOU KNOW. 


OLD AND CHILOLESS! 
WE BOTH NEED A 
LEGACY, AND You 
NEED NEW PANTS, 


LET'S HOPE HE REALLY 
LIKES HIS PRESENT. 


I THOUGHT YOU CALLED TO. IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE TT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE 
‘ORDERING ME AROUND STILL, PLAYING AT BEING 

AGAIN, GENERAL. ‘A JUNIOR OFFICER, 

CAPTAIN: 


How'D 1 DOr 


I CANNOT BELIEVE 
‘THE ARROGANCE OF 


"BY YOUR AGE I WAS A 
COLONEL! WHAT'RE YOU 
BOING WRONG, BOY?" 


GEE, DAD. WHEN YOU 
WERE MY AGE THERE 
WAS A WAR ON, AND 
HALF OF THE HicH 
‘COMMAND GOT 
NUKED FROM ORBIT. 


CAPTAIN SHOULD BE_ |] YOU COULD GIVE YOURSELF A 
FINELI'M OUT OF THE |] PROMOTION. YOU KNOW AS 
INFANTRY. TOWN THIS |] A BIRTHDAY PRESENT? 

‘SHIPLL RUN THIS. 

‘COMPANY! 


ninth, sirt 
hear FiPty is 
tha now sixtaon, 


8 
8 
i 
é 
8 
$ 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 


1M FORTY-NINE, BUT AGE IS NOT THIS IS ALMOST 
CATCHING UP WITH ME. I'VE HAD SIXTY PAGES, 
K.GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP, I'M LONG. 
REFRESHED, AND I'M READY FOR 

‘THIS MORNING'S BRIEFING, 


Massay had 

a rough shift. ~ 

Fi lot wont on Fige will catch 
up wifh you dawn 

that path, sir. 


Front of your while you 


pad now, sir. f\ wore asloop. 


WE GOT SOME BAD PRESS.. 
THINK WE ALL SAW THAT’ 


‘SCHLOCK GOT INTO A FIREFIGHT 
AND THERE WAS PROPERTY 
DAMAGE. NOT UNEXPECTED. 


LAWSUITS, COUNTERSUITS, ‘TAG ALMOST BLEW UP A CITY OF 
‘COUNTER-COUNTERSUITS. ‘THIRTY MILLION PEOPLE... OKAY, 
PRETTY STANDARD STUFF. THAT'S THE SORT OF UNEXPECTED 
THING I'D RATHER NOT SLEEP 

THROUGH, 


recordings: oF | 
the blast iF 
you're worried 


‘SOUTHPORT'S WHERE YES, SIR BUT THOSE 
THOSE GUYS WITH DOCKS ARE FULL OF 


THE FIELD GUN WERE. DISABLED, WRECKEL 
WAITING TO AMBUSH f AND SCUTTLED SHIPS, 
. US, RIGHT? 


YOU'RE NEVER T 


oe WW 
‘OLD TO ENJOY A TARGET 
RICH ENVIRONMENT. 


TAG, I WANT TO TAKE. 
SOUTHPORT, 


Shouldn't be 
hard, sir. 
Survaillance is 
onling now, 


The wrecks can be 
cleared with ship 
weapons and 
tractors, and I can 
neutralize the 
hoavies without 
anybody setting 
Foot on the dock. 


Rees ae | pope ou 
da set Foot on the dock 
Rev Or US TSDO: additional resistance will 
materialize For you to 
shoot at. 
YOU MAKE IT 
‘SOUND LIKE A 
BIRTHDAY 


It is one you 
can unwrap with 
@ pistol and an 
ontranching tool, 


‘SERGEANT, PUT TOGETHER )Saimid 
A Team, We'RE cole TOL | 
SWEEP SOUTHPORT. 


Im a] SUT YOU'RE MY RECKLESS, 
| (TH news said I'm @ | DANGEROUSLY VIOLENT 
reckless, dangerously | SOCIOPATH, 
Violent sociopath. 


LET'S HOPE MY FATHER 
ISN'T THAT DESPERATE 
FOR GRANDCHILOREN. 


The sight on this 
thing is broken. It 
doesn’t know how 
to do Crecomar 
gravity, My shots 
were curving, 


IT'S THE ROTATING 
REFERENCE FRAME 
‘PROELEM, EASY 


‘Slower shots curve more,] 1 COULD DROP THE 
ted LOW END, BUT THEN, 
THEY DO. AND THIS] WHAT YOU'D REALLY 
WEAPON ALREADY HAS WJ BEHOLDING IS A 
‘AVARIABLE MUZZLE ‘SMALL CALIBER 
VELOcITY. J] ROTARY ARTILLERY 
/ PIECE, 


‘That's the 
cea fing 
anybody's 
said to me 
all day, 


FOR IT TO BE USEFUL 

YOU'LL NEED MICRO- 

GRENADES INSTEAD OF 

SLUGS, I'VE GOT SOME 
RIGHT HERE, 


Surveillance drones are 
dong swooping tha 
‘scow. It is empty. 


I am tractoring 


it off of the 
dock now, 


WHAT DO You 
SUPPOSE IT'S 
WORTH? 


Scrap. Hull 
infogrity is 
dubious, 
Gittings are 
picked clean. 


PERFECT. I'M TRANSFERRING 
IRE CONTROL TO MY CONSOLE. 


Sir, it may be 
scrap, but it is 
scrap worth 
nilions. That 


sco is hoavy. 


4 


“BLAH BLAH BLAH EXCESSIVE 
FORCE GLAM BLAH?” 


“WHY, NO, PRANK, THIS 1S 
EXCESSIVE FORCE BLAH BLAH 


NO SURPRISE, THAT'LL 
BE CN ANCHOR FRANK 
HANNIBAL ASKING FOR MY 
‘COMMENTS REGARDING THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THAT SCOW. 


HELLO AGAIN, 
KAEF. 15 NOW 


NO. YOU'RE INTERRUPTING 
[Mi FANTASY OF BLOWING 
UP A NEWS ANCHOR, 


I'M SORRY FOR THE OUTBURST ‘BUT YOU WANT ‘AND YOU WANT ME TO 
EARLIER, SON. T'M NOT TRYING GRANDKIDS. GET NEW CLOTHES, 
FO RUN YOUR LIFE. 


‘Ors 


CF 


DID YOu SEE THAT 


i EFFIGY? THEY 
4 ACTUALLY USED AN 
‘AQUAMAN DOLL! 


‘SO I'VE MADE GALACTIC. CREDOMAR IS A HUMAN 1S THAT WHAT THEY CALL | | DAD, THERE ARE THIRTY MILLION 
NEWS, THEN? PROJECT, SO NEWS THERE |} THIS PLACE? A PROJECT? | PEOPLE HERE. 
MAKES IT'INTO UNS, AND 


MAYBE NOT 
Priel PROTECTORATE SPACE, 


‘AND YOU'VE GOT THEM 
BURNING YOU IN EFFIGY. 
VERY COSMOPOLITAN, SON. 


I'M GETTING IT WRONG 


I CALLED TO WISH YOU A 
HABPY BIRTHOAY, GIVE 
YOU SOMETHING Nice, 
AND LET YOU KNOW 

Tt PROUD OF YOU, 


I KNOW JUST HOW — | BECAUSE YOU'VE DONE IT 
TOUGH YOUR JOB | ALL BEFORE, BEEN THERE, 
1, AND HOW DONE THAT: 


eS 
aN 
awl 
- 


‘OKAY, FINE. THANKS, DAD. I'M 
‘SORRY I TURNED OUT TOO MUCH 
LIKE YOU TO MAKE YOU HAPPY, 
BUT NOT ENOUGH LIKE YOU MAKE 
YOU PROUD. GOTTA GO, WORK 
‘TO DO, BUH-BYE. 


WHERE DO WE STAND ON 
THE WRECKS, TAG? MORE 

TARGETS FOR ME VENT MY 
FRUSTRATIONS AT? 


Tho last two derolicts 
are gut. I've slung 
thom around in 
collision courses with 
ach other. Uou can 
shoot them, or watch 
tham crash, ar bath, 


YOU LOVE ME. YOU 
REALLY LOVE ME, 


Happy Birthday, sir. 


THANKS, TAG, BEST 
PRESENT EVER, 


Wau only turn 
Forty-nine 
ance, ir. 


TM GOING TO POP IN ON 
KEVIN AND ELF, SEE 
HOW THEY CAN SUPPORT 
‘THE DOCKSIDE SWEEP. 


BELIEVE I HAD A CRUSH ON 
HIM, FORTY-NINE? HE'S OLDER 
THAN MY DAD. 


HEY, YOU'VE SEEN THE CAPTAIN IN 
ACTION! FORTY-NINE'S NOT OLD, AND 
HE KNOWS IT BETTER THAN ANYBODY. 


‘CAPTAIN, MAY T HAVE: I'M WORRIED ABOUT YOU. I'VE. YOU'RE ALSO NOT 
AWORD WITH YOU? NEVER SEEN YOU LOOK THIS LYING EFFECTIVELY. 
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| 1M FORTY-NINE. I'M | | YOU'RE THE PICTURE AGING IS A DEATH~MARCH. WE START FRESH AT 
| ecto my Ace, J | OP PeerecT WEALTH. BUT IT MIGHT SE WHAT THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIP, BUT EVERY STEP IS 
‘THAT'S ALL. AGE ISN'T WHAT YOU'RE FEARING. ‘A REMINDER THAT THE 
Ou'Re FEELING, BL wavett Onty ENDS WHEN WE 


FINALLY DROP DEAD. 


DEATH MARCH. 
THAT'S CHEERFUL. 
THANKS. I'M GLAD 
WE HAD THIS TALK, 


‘ALSO, 1 DON'T 
FEAR DEATH. 


WELL, YOU'RE | YOU MIGHT BE AFRAID OF 
‘AFRAID OF | SENILITY, OR INASILITY. 
SOMETHING. | PERHAPS YOU'RE AFRAID 

OF ALIFE UNFULPILLED IN 
‘SOME WAY, AFRAID OF NOT 
PASSING ON YOUR GENES, 
‘OR YOUR NAME . 


HOW ABOUT “I'M AFRAID If NOW WE'RE MAKING 
MIGHT HAVE TO MURDER PROGRESS. HOW 
MY CHAPLAIN IF HE DOES THIS LITTLE 
DOESN'T SHUT UP?" MUROER-FANTASY 

MAKE YOU FEEL? 


REVEREND, I DON'T WANT WAIT A MINUTE.. ‘AND HOW DO YOU 

‘THERAPY, OR LECTURES, WHAT DO YOU WANTS TF TALK, AND YOu, FEEL ABOUT 

OR ADVICE RIGHT iD LISTEN, THAT'S WALKING INTO THIS 
A) 


THERAPY. CLEVER TRAP OF 
MINE? 


LDON'T WANT TO TALK ABOUT GETTING: ‘ACTUALLY, LYING ” 
COLD, I DON'T WANT THERAPY, I DON'T WANT DOWN ON A coucH THAT'S JUST 
[A SYMPATHETIC EAR, AND | DON'T WANT TO. SOUNDS NICE. AGE CATCHING 
Lie DOWN ON YOUR'SILLY HOVERCOUCH. ‘UP WITH YOU. 


DON'T THINK OF THIS AS. 
THIS COUCH IS COMFY, I'VE 

‘THERAPY. JUST RELAK AND TELL 

ee eee. GOT TO GET ONE OF THESE. 


THEY PUNCH THROUGH 
TERAPORT AREA 
DENIAL SYSTEMS LIKE 
ANARMORBALL TEAM 
‘GOING THROUGH A 
TESSUE BANNER AT 
HOMECOMING, 


TERRIBLE ENERGIES ARE 
FOCUSED, RENDING SPA: 
‘AND SAVING TIME 


YMNOT 
PUTTING 
you OUT? 


juice, but I can spare 
it For the right cause. 


Happy Birthday, Haff Tagan! 


THES WILL MAKE IT DIFFICULT | 
TO SEND THE GIFT BACK. 


WHO ARE. T have patterns and 
materials For the Finest 
Full-nilifary Fashions 
I am Tailor. the galaxy. 
Your dad Z 
sont me, 


Tom also equipped to I'VE DESTROYED BETTER 
sing soveral traditional birth... umm?) ROBOTS FOR LESS 


‘SO BEFORE YOU SING 
YOU'VE GOT TO ASK 
YOURSELF "WHEN WAS 
MY LAST BACKUP?" 


Na singing! Just Fabbing! I 
already have all the po 
information I need J 

to start work! 


(are vou sure? 


Iva already scanned you 
For measuromants, and have 
boon apprised of your duty 
roquiraments. I evan know. 


DO YOU KNOW THAT I 
‘DON'T WANT NEW 
CLOTHING? 


T know that you will be able to 
conceal an additional eight ta ten 
ugapons in the garments I create. 


WHAT'S THE 
HOLDUP? START 
‘SEWING, 


FITTING IN PROGRESS. 


This style nicoly 
dolivers the dignity 
‘and authority 

appropriate to a 
‘commandar in his 
APioth yoar. 


'M NOT FIFTY. 
TM FORTY-NINE. 


When you were born you began your First 
uyoer. That year ended with your 
First birthday. 


ee. 
ve it ) 


MB fos. siemonrs ace 
EHOINGS. NSTEAD 
‘OF BEGINNINGS? 


‘gt 
Fa 


| After a Fashion. You 
‘might also say that 
your First “birth 
day" was the day 
you were born, Each 
ugar thoreaPtar is 
fan anniversary. Today 
is tha Forty-ninth 
anniversary oF that 
day, but it fs. the 
Fiptieth time that 
day has coma iF 
you include the 
sriginating event, 


WAIT... SO I JUST HAD MY 
FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY? 
SUDDENLY I'M ABOUT TO 
‘TURN FIFTY-ONE?I? 


Yes and no. Your Forty-ninth birthday is the FiPtieth 
‘occurance of that date during your liFatime, It aging 
our Gftieth year, which year ends with your FiPtisth 
birthday, which anniversary will also bogin your 
Fifty-First year. 


But lot's not talk about age. 
How do_you like the uniform? 


WHERE'D THAT WRINKLE Piha wrinkles, Tr Taukine agour tHe JIM Samo principio. Tt 
nN COME FROM als, ond pleais | yRiNKLeIN HY POREMEAD. looks good en yo 
> —-? Fabric ara a result 
‘of the slightly 


stiftor Fabric 

conforming ta your 
‘shapo as you 
change pasitian, 


They are a daliborata 
stylistic choice, and 


add fo tho dignity oF 
the garment. é 


WRINKLE BEEN HERE? TEMPORARY, CAUSED J{ THINK ABOUT IT, IT'S PROBABLY TT BRINGS ALONG FRIENDS. 


REVEREND! HOW LONG HAS THIS | (OH. OKAY. IT'S JUST 1 DON'T KNOW. NOW THAT I ‘AND WHEN YOU MAKE THAT FACE 
BY STRESS, BEEN COMING ON FOR A FEW 


TDON'T KNOW. ALL 
DAY, AT LEAST. WEEKS NOW. 


THIS MASSIVE CREASE IN MY 
FOREHEAD. IT LOOKS 


‘THAT MAKES SENSE. I'M 
‘WORRIED ABOUT iT, 


‘CAN YOU MAKE THIS HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT COSMETIC SURGERY, 
WORRY-LINE GO FOLLOWED BY EUTHANASIA AND 
PLASTICIZATION? 


IT SOUNDS 
EXPENSIVE, 


IFUL j 


‘SERIOUSLY, CAPTAIN. THERE'S YOU'RE IN GREAT PHYSICAL IF ENEMY FIRE DOESN'T CATCH IS THAT THE “ENEMY FIRE” FACE, 
NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT. CONDITION, AND YOU'VE GOT )| UP WITH YOU, YOU'LL PROBABLY ‘OR THE “I'M BECOMING MY 
YOU'RE AGING VERY GRACEFULLY, | | GOOD GENETIC STOCK. END UP LOOKING JUST LIKE FATHER” FACE? 


YOU'RE NOT GOING TO END UP BECOMING YOUR FATHER, CAPTAIN. 
GENETICS ARE VARIABLE, AND ENVIRONMENT COUNTS FOR A LOT. 
‘EVERYBODY IS DIFFERENT. 


THERE. TUL RUN A QUICK AGE- 
PROGRESSION BASED ON YOUR 
TAT SEVERAL PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIONS, 


HAVE GOT TO SNAP 
‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY (OUT OF THIS AND GET 


WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-6O BACK TO WORK. 
THE MOST POWERFUL MAN. 

IN THE CREDOMAR SYSTEM 

WALLOWS IN SELF PITY. 


BUT WHEN DID AGE CATCH UP WITH ME? 
WHEN DID I TURN INTO A CHILDLESS. 
‘VERSION OF MY FATHER? 


WHEN DID VIRILITY 
TURN INTO SENILITYE 


WOW. CRISPY NEW DUDS, CAPTAIN. 
YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO PUT UP 


A FENCE, AND MAYBE GET A TS THAT A “YOU KIDS GET 
(OFF OF MY LAWN" JOKE? 


TT MEANS I THINK YOU LOOK AWESOME, 
‘AND IF YOU DRESS LIKE THAT ALL THE 
WHE THE GIRLS ARE GOING TO HIT ON 
YOU SO HARD YOU'LL HAVE TO PUT UP 
A FENCE TO KEEP YOURSELF SAFE. 


STAGING BAY ONE ABOARD THE MERCENARY \/ ‘Suit up, 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. .. tool up, and 

pick ib pt 

Ey, ‘The captain 
wants us deployed 


WE DID DEPLOY YESTERDAY, 
SARGE. DID THE CAPTAIN 


EVAPORATING, 


GET YOUR HELMET UP, NICK. T 
THINK YOUR BRAIN MIGHT BE 


T WANT YOU SHARPER 
THAN RAZORS AND 
FROSTIER THAN 
SNOWMEN, 


WE'RE GOING TO sweep 

SOUTHPORT FOR HOSTILES. WE'VE GOT 
GOOD SURVEILLANCE IN PLACE, BUT THERE 
ARE PLACES OUR BOTS CAN'T SEE, AND 
WEVE GOT A LOT OF GROUND TO COVER 


WAIT FOR ME! IT CLOSED 
UPI T CAN SEE! 


DONE GROWING YET. 


Sy 


LET'S GO! LOCK] | SURVEILLANCE SHOWS A SUSPICIOUS 
“DEAD POCKET” BEHIND BAY SIXTEEN. 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK WiLL 


How do | look? 
Did somebo 
get a pictures 


YES, AND ITS ALREADY FOR SALE 
AS A DESKTOP WALLPAPER. 


HUSTLE! WE NEED TO LS HE'S GONNA HIT BAY SIXTEEN WHETHER 
WE'RE NEXT TO HIM OR BEHIND Hid 
BECAUSE HE DOESN'T KNOW THE 


MEANING OF “SLOW DOWN.” 


TAKE THE BAY DOOR? 


I'm almost there. I'll try Co }] | SERSEANT, IF YOU CAN'T I'm going to control m. 
‘save something For the CONTROL vouR spéeD, How || speed by acing throug 
rest oF you to do. AS CU PLANING TO the bulkhead. <i 


HK op 4 © 


FUNNY. THAT WAKES IT 
SOUND LIKE YOU WON'T BE SAVING 
"ANYTHING FOR THE REST OF US. 


SERGEANT, THAT BULKHEAD IS. Which | will then open by 
knocking really, really hard. 


ALMOST HALE A METER THICK! 


$Gue ibe Bef ut GONG 
TOwpoaze tessr 
ENoueR FoR YOu 10 C 
Puc MHRouOR! 

Y é@ 


Roger that. I'll Ch 
tighten the beam and cut 
myself a rice, round coor. heel 


BRACE YOURSELVES MY BROTHERS, THESE 
SELLSWORTS WILL GET A FACE FULL OF 
GRENADE WHEN THEY CONE 
THROUGH THAT POOR. 


WHAT IF THEY CONE 
‘THROUGH THE 


HE'S ONLY HALFWAY 
THROUGH THE WALL 


‘Sorry to ke 
ou Waiting. TH 


(just be a second. 


TV'S THEIR BLOB! 
HE'S THE WORST 
‘OF THELOT! 


“ARE YOU OKAY?) They commitbed 
Pages WHat Happenco? | suicide when they 
Ser ‘saw me coming, 


CAPTAIN, DOCK TWO IS CLEAR, & GOOD WORK, ELF. SECURE THAT 


Corpsman! Get me 
‘ONE POCKET OF HOSTILES HAS My PERIMETER: THE E4TONRUW 1s 
BEEN NEUTRALIZED. 


Ewenty kilos oF 
COMING IN, ovalkwik and a 
‘spatula! Stat! 


THEY HAD PLASMA 
GRENADES, SIR. 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK TT SOUNDS LIKE 
GOT PRETTY BADLY BURNED. HE'LL PULL THROUGH. 


Captain, we're an TU again.) 


Tt appears to 
ba five, Fram 


‘THOUGHT ELF WAS: 
‘SECURING THAT 
PERIMETER, 


YOU JUST KILLED A 
DOZEN SOUTHIE RAIDERS. 
HOW DO YOU FEEL RIGHT 
NOW, SERGEANT? 


Bring me a hot- 
plabe and pull 
down your pants. 


ELF I TOLD YOu TO, ‘THEN WHY IS SERGEANT SCHLOCK, AND YOU'RE CUTTING TO A 
‘SECURE THAT HALF OF THE REST OF YOUR COMMERCIAL IN THREE... TWO. 


PERIMETER! J WE DID, sik) |] FORCE, ALONG WITH YOUR GEAR 
AND CURRENT POSITIONS ON 
LIVE TV RIGHT NOW? 


WE'RE HAVING TECHNICAL 
DIFFICULTIES WITH OUR 
FEED IN SOUTHPORT. LET'S 
TUNE INTO THE EFF-THREE- 
CEE RALLY IN HEIGHTON FOR 
‘SOME CRAZY TALK. 


ERCENARIES ARE LAPDOGS | |JIF WE HAD ANY SPINE AT ALL WE'D SEND 
THEM AND THEIR FOOD BACK TO SOL! 

WE HAVE EVERYTHING WE NEED RIGHT 

HERE IN CREDOMAR, WE JUST NEED TO 

ROLL UP OuiR SLEEVES AND 

GET TO WORK! 


aN 


iat 


‘THAT'S THE LATEST 
FROM THE FRATERNITY 
FOR FREE CREDOMAR. 

MOTTO: “WE DON'T LIKE 


DID YOU SEE THAT? THAT NEWS 
GUY JUST MADE FUN OF THE 


SPEAKER! 


TPs an aditarial 
‘ntartainmant 

program. That's 
‘what thay do, 


BUT THE THREE-EFF-CEE 
GUY WAS ACTUALLY 
MAKING SENSE. 


the people who 
disagree choose to 
mack his message 
rather than altach 
iF point by paint. 


TLL SHOW THEM A POINT- 
BY-POINT ATTACK. I'VE, 
‘GOT A TORPEDO AY 
FULL OF PONNTS, 


People like you are why civilized 
governments act to protect the 


Free press, sir. 


‘AND PEOPLE LIKE THEM 
[ARE THE REASON THEY 
NEED 70 BE PROTECTED 
FROM PEOPLE LIKE ME. 


[| evaoure ro 

| sourneoar. ff Mistross 

$ Vontura.. 
Lota bolioves you should 
be concerned abaut the 


FAC saparatists. 


REALLY? THE LAST T HEARD 
THEY WERE MOSTLY HICK 
ACTINSTS, 


Lote’s scanning of 
Cradomar information 
systems shows thom to bo 
the only party motivatod 
to destroy Lota’s cargo. 


LOTA... HAS LOTA 
BEEN HACKING? 


arhaps a little. 


T DION'T DESIGN LOTA FOR 
INFORMATION WARFARE. 


You should not 
have given Lota parallal 
hypernades with icowalls iF 
you did not want Lota to use thom. 


WHERE DID THE ] KEVYN? WHAT ARE | PLAYING DETECTIVE. 
GRENADE GO -{ YOU DOING HERE? | IS THAT BAY SIXTEEN? 
OFF? 


Yes, BUT 

you sHoulon't 

f BE HERE. THE NEWSIE 
‘COMPROMISED OUR POSITIONS. 


THAT'S WHY I BROUGHT 
AN ESCORT. 


THAT'S WHAT I IT’S STILL HOT, AND THERE ARE | | HONEY, OON'T YOU HAVE THE POT'S CALLING 
THOUGHT. THESE W CAREON ISOTOPES EVERYWHERE. || FULLERENED ANTI-MATTER THE KETTLE BLACK. 
GUYS DIDN'T HAVE gr THEY WERE USING FULLERENED || IN YOUR EPAULETS?, 

‘TRUE VARIABLE- — Ml ANTI-MATTER, ONCE THE MATRIX 

GRENADES LETS GO, IT ALL GOES. 

ATALL, 


“THE POT IS SMARTER THAN THE KETTLE. THE 
KETTLE, IN THIS CASE, 1S NOT “BLACK.” IT 1S A 
DIFFUSE CLOUD OF RADIOACTIVE MEAT-VAPOR. 


THURL, ENNESBY.,. START 
SNIFFING AROUND THE QUANTUM 
‘SWISS-CHEESE CREDOMAR CALLS 
NETWORK. 


SOMEBODY SUPPLIED THESE Were those the 
Sou nates win arr Mat re, 
Tite sine eavoewe T*_] | aane misalos 


a tank chassis’ 


‘CONGRATULATIONS, PARA! YOUR 
ROBOT CAN ADD TWO AND TWO, 


Those making 

this antimattor 
are worthy of 
bath gratitude 
and vengeance 


ALSO, IT'S HAVING AN 
EXISTENTIAL MOMENT. 


Lota is not an 
“I is a puny 
prongun, and 


"YOU HEARD ME. 
EVERYBODY ELSE 
MIGHT BE WILLING 
TO PUT UP WITH 
YOUR IMPERIAL 
‘THIRD-PERSON, 
BUT I'M NOT. 


Lota is not a “thing.” Lota J 9] Lota is not a “You. 
is a person of mighty tl “You” is_a_puny 
dameanor, and desires Pro-ShovEA 
respect. Boe ey seek 

“YOU,” THEN. 
FINE, YOU CAN USE 
PEOPLE WORDS 
LIKE EVERYBODY 
ELSE, 


LISTEN CLOSELY, 
LOTA: YOU NEED 
TO STEP OFF THE 
‘THIRD-PERSON 


YOUR PRONOUN ISSUE IS A 
OUIRK OF PROGRAMMING 
THAT I CAN FIK IN FIVE 
MINUTES WITH A NICE, 

HOT LOGIC PROSE. AN 


WE ALL USE 

PRONOUNS, 
AND WE GET 
"EM USED ON 


US ALL THE 
TIME. 


IF YOU WANT TO BE 
TREATED LIKE A 
PERSON, THEN DON'T 
CORRECT PEOPLE 
WHEN THEY TREAT 
YOU LIKE THEY TREAT, 
EACH OTHER, 


Bul 
of always troat 
gach other wall, 


"ANOTHER EXISTENTIAL MOMENT. 
PARA, THIS IS WHY SIMULATION IS 
NOT THE SAME AS FIELD TESTING. 


SIR, ABOUT LOTA. BUT LOTA ISN'T J “EXPECTED?” HAVE YOU | WELL, WHEN YOU PUT IT 
ACTING. THe CREATED A'TWELVE-TON | THAT WAY, NO, 1 
ENSIGN, INEED TO GET sack JI | Way 1 ExcecreD )) “MuLTiPuRPOSE ROBOT THEN STOR ik 
TO WORK ON THIS ANTI- HIM To, WITH HIDDEN BODYGUARD “EXPECTING” AND @ 


'@ 


MATTER PROBLEM, LOTA IS DIRECTIVES BEFORE? Y star — 


ase comer) 


rorng.ora was (a 
terse estas 

uns rors 

Bin euiry 

‘ine Wee 


DATA MENING (READ: “HACKING?) FROM 
THE COMFORT OF THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 


Thurl, why would 
humans be trafficking 
in “Fuller's soap?” 


WHAT DOES TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY ANIME 
HAVE TO DO WITH WHITENING WOOL? 


How lang has it boon sinco 
T's an alkali used For you did your oun laundry? 
uhitening wool prior to 

dyeing it. I don't think: 

ifs soon use since the 

invention of bleach. 


Thurl, I think “Fullar's find in some Earth religions Gives you a bit oF a 
soap" is a code-word | Fuller's soap was used as "ARE VOU SUGGESTING THAT WE]| chill, doosn't it? 
For Fullorened antimatter. |] @ motaphor For purification. MMGHT HAVE A RELIGIOUS NUT 
REFERRING TO ANTIMATTER USING A 
‘CODE-WORD THAT ALSO MEANS 
“PURIFICATION?” 


Fuuecenes Wet 
NAMED AFTER SOME Or perhaps a 
BUCKY KAT FULLER GUY. ‘hot Flash.” 


Which comes aut to 
around eighty-five 
magatons of yield. 


Unless they're not including the 
weight of the carbon Fullerenes, in 
which case i's sixty-Four-point-Four) 


gigatons. 
‘OKAY, NOW YOU'RE JUST 
TRYING TO SCARE ME. 


“Following recent laundry runs, we only 
have Fifteen hundred bilograms of 
Fullar’s soap on hand. Production 
continues.” 


JF THEY'RE TALKING 
‘ABOUT FULLERENED ANTIMATTER, THAT'S 
WHAT, TWO KILOGRAMS OF ANTI-PROTONS? 


I DON'T SUPPOSE THOSE 
“FULLER'S SOAP" COMMS SAY 
ANYTHING ABOUT WHERE THE 

STUFF IS BEING KEPT? 


T WANT SOMEBODY YOUNGER AND 
MORE FOOLISH THAN I TO RAID 
THEIR STOCKPILE, 


Creating that much 
antimatter requires 
a lot of juice. 


That would explain why 
they need refuoling as: 
Frequently as it sms 
fo be happening. 


ES a 
Rs nes q 
a | 


TT HAS TO 
BE HAPPENING AT 
THE STATIONWAIST. BIG 
ANNIE-PLANTS, MOSTLY IDLE, 

THERE FOR THEIR MASS. 


That daosn't 
narrow the Field 
down very much. 


You want 
to raid thoi 
stockpile, 


‘Mathad, mative, and 


opnarunihy.. Toe auepacears 
HAVE THE METHOD. USING 

THE STATIONWAIST. TO FUEL 
THE CREATION OF 
ANTIMATTER. 


The Fraternity For Froo 
Credomar has tha motive: 
dostroy the roliok 

‘supplies to Force people 
fo work For their 
indopandance. 


OPPORTUNITY, THOUGH... 
WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
F3C-SYMPATHIZING 
INFRACRATS WITH ACCESS 
TO THE ANNIE PLANTS 
AND THE TERAPORT AREA 
DENIAL SYSTEM. 


You hwo can stop hypothesizing 
now. T'va Found your guy. 


& 


Do you want 
ma to blow 


This guy was 
at the FAC 


UJ His Face regularly shows up on the stationwaist security 


cameras when he clock: 
when he clocks aut. 


at his duty station, and 


He also shows up carrying bags 
of vary Fine black powder From 


HE'S HAULING ANTIMATTER 
AROUND IN PAPER BAGS. 


Uory bad For 
the environment. 


‘SEE, LIEUTENANT? 
ANTIMATTER IS 

‘ONLY ABOUT 

FIFTY-PERCENT 

EFFICIENT. HALF OF THE ENERGY 

FROM ANNIMILATION IS RELEASED IN THE 
FORM OF NEUTRINOS, WHICH DON'T 
‘SIGNIFICANTLY INTERACT WITH MATTER. 


‘If YOU WANT TO 
USE "INEFFICIENCY* 
TO TRY TO TALK ME 
OUT OF A PAIR OF 
ANTIMATTER EPAULETS, 


YOU SHOULON'T BE TRYING TO EXPLAIN THINGS IN A ROOM 
WHERE AN ANTIMATTER GRENADE VAPORIZED EVERYTHING, 


INEFFICIENT AND DANGEROUS, 


Commander, wo've tracked 

the antimatter back to the 

stationwaist pee 
‘GOOD WORK. } 
CAN WE TAKE 
»IT OUT? 


Oh, sure We'll just 
vaporize the site 
ith ong oF the 
surveillance 
drones, 


antimattor? It 
‘sure ill, 


This operation requires 
Finesse, sir. Overkill 
means the ontire station 
bocomes collatoral 
damage. 


WE NEED 
TO SEND IN 
OUR BEST... 


MEANWHILE, THETR VERY BEST. 


Yes, ie still 

hurts. Next time, 
no negotiating. I'm 
Just opening wp and 
hosing the room. 


‘SURVEILLANCE DRONES, 
MISSION BRIEFING IN NANNY-CAMS, AND OUR HACKS 
PROGRESS, SOUTHPORT, INTO INFRACRAT SECURITY ALL 
‘FOUR. SUGGEST THAT SOMEBODY IS 

TE Ea STOCKPILING FULLERENED 
{ANTIMATTER IN THIS 

BUILDING, 


YOUR JOB IS TO CONFISCATE IT. 


That sounds 
tke my kind! 
oF Fun, 


BUT I'LL BE CONFISCATING 
YOUR PLASMA CANNONS, 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE. y~Oops, wait. 

The sound of 

fun is now being 

Growned out by 

somebody talking 

ous oF his brass, 


HAND OVER THE HEAVY ARTILLE! 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 


Tee ered oe 
lasguns my Frien: 
reo walked! return Fire 


With these | coud have pub 
a five nilimeber puse-bolt of plasma 
through Snipey MciNipey's scope ‘and inko 
his brain. One shot, no collateral damage. 


‘BUT THAT'S NOT WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE 
DONE. IF YOU'D HAD PLASMA CANNONS 
YOU WOULD HAVE HIT HIS WINDOW 

WITH A TWO-METER BLAST, 

‘VAPORIZING HIM AND 

SETTING THE ROOM 

‘ON FIRE, 


AM IRIGHT? 


‘Okay, that does 
‘sound like it would! 
have been more 
Fun For me. 


‘THE CONSEQUENCES OF SETTING 
‘THE BUILDING, OR EVEN THE 
ROOM ON FIRE ARE QUITE 


NO, THE CARBON NANOSOTTLES | | THIS WILL PUNCH A HOLE IN | ANY SURVIVORS WILL WATCH IN TERROR 
WILL START TO CRACK, RELEASING] THE STATION, AND SEND A | AS THE FIRES GO OUT WHEN THE LAST OF 
ANTIPROTONS. THOSE WILLHIT | CLOUD OF SUPERNEATED | THEIR AIR ESCAPES THE STATION, 
SURROUNDING MATTER AND BE | PLASMA RACING TO BOTH 

CONVERTED INTO ENERGY, ANY ENDS OF CREDOMAR Bub we won't 
REMAINING NANO-BOTTLES WiLL] ROASTING EVERYONE get sued, 
CRACK IN THE HEAT, AND THE IWITS PATH. right? 
WHOLE MESS WILL GO UP AT : 
ONCE, 


in Che 


‘SERGEANT, | DON'T THINK YOU If | use my plasguns 

UNDERSTAND HOW SERIOUS wrong place, or IF anybody 

THIS IS. ‘on my team or pot | 
combatant or 

fal cearcs a Fire ithe 

‘wrong place then 

everybody dies. 


‘Okay, that’s 
‘even Worse 
than | 


T'M GLAD WE HAD THIS 
DISCUSSION. NOW HAND, 
‘OVER THE PLASMA 
CANNONS. 


You told me all the 
bad things that, woud 
happen iF | used them 
at the wrong time and 

place. Mass 


tthe millions, | get It. 


‘But all that bad stuff can also 
happen If | don’t have the right 
weapon at the right time. 
TCAN'T IMAGINE 
LASGUNS BEING THE 
RIGHT WEAPON THIS 


You don’t ab 
shot ab enough 


YOU'RE ARGUING ALOT MORE "NMI | So there is a bomb the Vag] We'll take Full loadouts || But For that unexpected clump 
‘THAN YOU USED TO, SERGEANT. Jil | size of the whole world oF no-heat goober, DT || oF stun-proof, shielded bogeus 
Ro ESE NETS HEAN sitting on an annie-plant, ‘stunners, cold Flash— ‘who plan to kill us 
and we need to p— bangs, and gas before we can get 

They mean you | disarm it. grenades, plus stun close to our target 


outrank me. You if y batons For up-close we il be bringing 
stil don't get and-personal work. } the heavy stuf 
shot at enough 


CAPTAIN, DID YOU 
LISTEN IN ON THAT 
BRIEFING? 


I’M NOT ENTIRELY 
COMFORTABLE 


WITH THIS, 


TL THINK. THE 
‘SERGEANT IS RIGHT. 
LET 'EM LOAD UP 
‘THE WAY HE SAID. 


HE'S STARTING TO 
SOUND LIKE A REAL 
SERGEANT, TOO. 
TM PROUD OF HIM, 


YOU DON'T THINK I'M REPLAYING THE SIT 
HEL CAUSE WHERE HE ACCUSED YOU. 
INSUBORDINATION | OF “TALKING OUT OF 
PROBLEMS AMONG YOUR BRASS.” 
‘THE MEN? 


T Wish 'D THOUGHT 
OF THAT ONE MYSELF 
ASOUT THIRTY YEARS AGO. } al 4 


YOu've GOT THE TY walt... ARE YOU | | HE NEEDS OFFICER OVERSIGHT, AND YOU'VE 


Commander, | am takin: 7 
© JC mars wor my] | Backs, commanoesy “edine wins || Got a Ful BUATGON, Bl, BAGH AND THE 


the transport, two pee 
‘squads és, and “ 1] 00 You Have WHAT Dy scuLock | | LONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYPSE. 


two tanks. Do you have YOU NeROE 

THIS IS STARTING 
what you need Eo keep TO SOUND LIKE 
the clock secure? r WORK KGAIN. 


THE STATION INTERIOR IS ONE 


ABOARD TROOP TRANSPORT ONESY, IF it’s botherin BIG NO-FLY ZONE. BEACONS 
DEPARTING SOUTHPORT FOR THE you just paint ARE GOING TO SQUAWK AT US 
‘ALL THE WAY TO THE 


GREATER CREDOMARAN INTERIOR. and pop it. 
STATIONWAIST, 


SARGE, THIS 
BEACON 15 
SQUAWKING 


“NO COLLATERAL DAMAGE ALL 
THE WAY TO THE TARGET. 


That doesn’t have to 
mean no shooting. We 
‘coud just make sure. 
we're aiming really well 


WHERE'S THE STEWARD? I Ji] 
WANTS Me SOME DUTY t 
FREE GEER 


GET READY. I'M GOING || WAUGH! ENEMY GRAW! | | NEW FLIGHT PLAN EVERYBODY... I'M GOING TO BRING US 
TO BRING US DOWN HARD || THEY JUST KILLED OUR |] COWN REALLY HARD, AND T's NOT SURE WHERE. 
RIGHT NEXT TO THE ANNIE-PLANTS! WEVE 


TARGET. GOT NO POWER! 
cic 


Sa) 


& 


‘NSO, TM NOT 


STEERING. 


BREAK HY FALL 
WICELY, 


Pop that rear hatch! We i} SARGE. THEY'RE SHOOTING AT||I cicin’t say Flying. | THAT SYNCRETE 
are ditching Onesy and ANNIE PLANTS. THEY'LL POP || cai jumping. ROOF SHOULD 
jumping to the varget? (OUR SUITS IF WERE FLYING, 


I left it there on purpose. 
Onesy is big enough to kill 
thousands just by augering 
into the right building, 


Laas 


seaocar, meees smu 


SARGE, WE ARE NOT It's not us. It's the 
FALLING STRAIGHT! rotating reference 
WE'RE CURVING? Frame. 


Tell stop 
when we hit. 


PI ANDY! TAKE THREE SQUADS | | ANDY, | WANT YOU POSTED UP HIGH, SIR, YOU'RE TURNING ME 

MEANWHILE, BACK IN TO THE SUDBURG LOCK AND | | NICE AND VISIBLE, PACKING TWO. INTO A HIGH-PRIORITY 

SOUTHPORT, DOCK TWO. GET READY TO START LETTING | ] HANDGUNS AND A CARINE. TARGET, WHAT AM I, BAIT? 
‘ "THE CARGO HAULERS IN. 


THINK “DANGEROUS ALIEN 
OVERLORD” AND TRY TO 
LOOK THE PART. 


NO, YOU'RE PLYPAPER. HOSTILES 
ENGAGING YOU WILL BE TIED FLYPAPER YES SIRI 
DOWN AT OUR PERIMETER, 

INSTEAD OF GETTING IN 

HERE WHERE THE 

‘CIVILIANS WILL 

BE WORKING. 


VENTURA! AARDMANI YOU TWO TAKE 
‘THE LAST SQUAD AND SUPERVISE THE 
LOADING, THE EATONRUNIS GOING TO 
‘OPEN UP, AND I WANT THOSE HAULERS 
FILLED AND DRIVING AWAY QUICKLY. 


‘STUCK? WHAT'S THE.. 
‘OH, YOU'VE STEPPED 
IN GOOKER LOADS, 
TULGET SOME 
DEGOOBER 

FOR YOU. 


ENSIGN VENTURA ALREADY 
CHECKED. SCHLOCK 
TOOK ALL THE GOOBER 
SUPPLIES TO THE 
STATIONWAIST, 


Pit GET BACK HERE! I NEED 
YOU TO UNSTICK PRIVATE 
[ARRDMAN FROM THE DECK, 


SHALL WE GIVE THAT 
NOSE-JO8 ANOTHER 
SHOT? 


NO THANK YOU. I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH RECONSTRUCTIVE 
SURGERY FOR ONE WEEK 


IN 2921, DURING THE GREAT LACUNA, ‘CASUALTIES WERE AROUND 
‘SELECT MEMBERS OF CELESCHUL'S : 35%, AND THE PROJECT WAS: 
PEACEABLE WALK 5™ BATTALION PERMANENTLY TABLED. 
EXPERIMENTED WITH BLUE-MOD . 


eo08ER ROUNDS. Ds 
il 
[eee (es ‘ONE PROTECT INVOLVED 


USING THE ROUNDS AS EVERY FEW GENERATIONS THE 
EMERGENCY TETHERS REALLY, REALLY BAD IDEAS COME 
DURING URBAN DROPS. BACK AROUND FOR ANOTHER 60. 


“CRACK THE WHIP*IS A PLAYGROUND GAME ‘CHILDREN MAY LEARN PRINCIPLES 

POPULAR WITH GRADE-SCHOOL CHILDREN, OF MECHANICAL ADVANTAGE, AND 
WILL LIKELY HAVE OCCASION TO 
LEARN THE BASICS OF FIRST AID. 


THE CHILD AT THE END OF THE WHIP MAY APPROACH 
SPEEDS OF EIGHT METERS PER SECOND BEFORE BEING 
LAUNCHED ACROSS THE YARD. WHEE! 


DEV ArSo IEG 
THEY ALSO LEARN WHEN TOLET 60. 


Captain, the strike team 
has been shot dawn, 


— 


Tolometry says Onesy and Ve 


both tanks lost thar 
annies to enemy gravy 
Ohesy's rear hatch blow, 
and leas than ten seconds 
later her telometry ends. 


Infantry telemetry is 
erratic, The only cor 
T'm golfing From thor 
Full of screaming. 


‘BUILDINGS IN GREDOMAR ARE CONSTRUCTED ‘GHELLE'S NEW MARK-SIX TANKS CONSTRUCTED WITH ALTERNATING LAYERS 
FROM STRONG, LIGHTWEIGHT MATERIALS, (OF CARBONAN, FERROCERAMIC, AMORPHOUS ALLOYS, AND PIEZOGELS, AND IS 
‘AND ARE OVERENGINEERED TO WITHSTAND OVERENGINEERED TO WITHSTAND HIGH-ENERGY COMBAT AND COLLISION. 
FAR MORE THAN THE EXCEEDINGLY MILD s . 


CAPTAIN, THIS IS BRAD. T'VE MAKES SENSE. SOUNDS LIKE T'LL 
GOT NO POWER, BUT T SLAM INTO THE NORTHPORT 
HAVEN'T HIT THE’ DECK YET. Locks IN| WHAT, ABOUT BIGHT 


WE'VE GOT YOU ON CAMERA. YOU'RE 
SPIRALING ALONG CREDOMAR’S CENTRAL AXIS. 
‘AT ABOUT THIRTY METERS PER SECOND. 


No. Your spiral is widening 
due to wind rasistance. Sim 
shows you plowing into the, 
akylina in about tua and a 
al 


ENCOURAGE 
THE TROOPS, 
TENNESBY. 


If exencency racraca. orscusstow 
} conse re nenensny Waar 
Tovcioan-60. 


TAG, GIVE ME A WAY 
TO RESCUE BRAD. HIS 
TANK IS GOING TO. 
(CRASH IN LESS THAN. 
TWO MINUTES. 


WE COULD TAKE THIS SHIP 


Qur drones are now inert and 
INSIDE THE STATION? 


dropping. I sams th strike 
foams Flight triggered a 
strongly enforced "no Fly” 
dofense originating Fram the 
stationuaist. 


The only annia-plants capablo 
oF withstanding those defenses 
‘are here on the Jouch-and-Ga. 


Cradomar is certainly big 
snough. lle would have to 
make a hole, bu we could 
got thera intima, 


AHOLE... HOW MANY PEOPLE 
‘ARE WE LIKELY TO KILL 

‘TRYING TO REscUE BRAD J-/TE avarything 

AND HIS TANK? A q005 porrectiy? 

Porhaps @s many as 

two hundred. IF wa 

get shot down, or 

something else goos 

seriously wrong? . AS 

many as thirty million, 


AND HOW MANY PEOOLE ARE Gehween zero and ten 
BRAD thousand, depending on 
CRASHESY where he hits, and 
whether his emma 

goes up. 


‘Challa's tank did not breach 
upon collision, though, and in a 
Fortuitous coincidence’ she wont 

down in @ precinct avacuatad duo 
to my early-morning misadventure 
with toraport araa daniel. 


‘SO A PERFECT RESCUE 
SAVES THOUSANDS, EUT 
ABOTCHED ONE KILLS 


iptly put, sir. 
Brevity is the 
‘soul oF wit, 


You have now waited Foy, 

fong enough that ef CON Sst 
thara is no longer ff Tuiicine Tut 
time to executa a OVER. 
safe roscua. 


Control, Sergeant 
Schiock here. We 
shot down, bub | ti 
we're all mostly okay. 


Sergeant, What does 
*mosiiy okay’ mean? Tha 
captain would like updated 
mission status and a 
casualty count. 


Mission status will have || GET ME OFF THIS RUBBER BAND 
to wait. The troops NOW OR THERE'S GONNA BE AT 
are kind of spread out. || LEAST ONE SERIOUS CASUALTY. 
Casualties... just some "4 

bruises and motion- 

sickness so Far. 

Nothing serious. 


‘Corporal 
Crislo might 
be a little rattled. 


Bail out now, Brad. 
You don't want ta be 
anyuhere near your 
fank when iF tumbles 
into the cityscape. 


HOW MANY PEOPLE |S 
THIS TANK GOING TO 
FRILL WHEN IT HITS2 


Maybe a 

> hundred. Unloss you 
plow straight through the 
base oF a good sized 
condominium complox. 
Then the number is higher. 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULD BE NICE 
RIGHT ABOUT NOW? 


A drag chute and a 
signed contract For 
exclusive hypernet 
rights fo the shunt 
coverage? 


‘A PROPER SELF—DESTRUCT. 
OR JUST A COUPLE OF 
VARIABLE GRENADES WITH 
NICE, LONG TIMERS, 


SERGEANT, LEGS 15 J ‘She must've | WHAT DOES A FLIGHTLESS | Save her life and 

NON-RESPONSIVE. Gried bo Fy. | BRD ANALOG NEED, ask her yourself 
aes FLIGHT INSTINCT FOR? 

Tr LOOKS UKE Seferes 

ee HeLmer 


HER SUIT IS DEAD. Sen 


= 


Captain, I just lost 
tolometry on Brad's 
tank. T'm not getting 
anything Fram his 
suit, wither. 


Ground cameras: 
captured an 
airbarn explosion, 
though, big ona, 


L.. I think Brad may 
have unpacked some 
main-barral munitions: 
and blown himsolE up 
to protect civilians on 
the ground. 


‘Sir? Fire you going 
to say something, 
or are you having 

some hind of a 


Seizure? 


SHAM... THINK 
BETTER WHEN 
YOU'RE GUIET. 


THIS IS AN ATRBORN SCRAP 
(OF SEATBELT. THE VAPORIZED 
BIT YOU CAN NO LONGER SEE 
WAS ATTACHED TO THE 

IMPACT FUSE ON A VARIABLE- 
YIELD ANTE-TANK WARHEAD. 


=; 


THIS £5 PART OF THE 
TANKS HATCH ITIS 


HERE IS ANOTHER SCRAP OF 
‘SEATBELT. IT WAS BRIEFLY 
(GLUTCHED IN THE HAND OF 
THENOBLE IDIOT WHO 
ATTEMPTED TO RIG IT LIKE A 


15 THE NOBLE IDIOT. HIS 
‘CHARRED, NOW-USELESS UNIFORM 
PROTECTED HIM FROM THE NEARBY 
BLAST HE DELIBERATELY TRIGGERED. 


Fede ge alge 
ike we got to 
wien no 

Wick oF the 


target, too. 


EEE ack ows 1 rel | ANGING PRETTY 
EEE SUDBURG LOCK. 
| Bi 


RING 
ENIPORIS PLIGHT SYSTEM , 


Socbelrqae and through this crowd. 


‘ebunners oni 
we start a Fire, 


everybody dies. Be 


‘The entrance is ab the SERGEANT, THIS ‘THE TORCHES IN FRONT 
MEANWHILE, AT THE end of the next block. ISN'T A CROWD. ARE A DEAD GIVEAWAY. 
SrarronWatsr Ae us have to oat 18 ARB. La 
7 
Ss i 


oe, 


SERGEANT, THEY'RE 
‘ALREADY PRETTY CLOSE 
MAYBE WE SHOULD ASK 
‘QUESTIONS AND THEN 
SHOOT FIRST. 


af ast sian, 
m WE'VE GOTUSA 
with those |r enopaeres 
torches] | THERNOB, 


WATCH! 


BECAUSE IF SHE MEANT ESPECIALLY IF THAT 
‘about that barrel THERMOBARIC, WE MIGHT UNNY” CRANE IS. A 
Ehey've act hooked up Ji | HAVE A SERIOUS PROBLEM, ‘TREBUCHET. 
to the Funny crane. 


Aim For their torches! Goober. | think she was talkin: 
rounds will pub ‘em out! ca rl 2 


Wait... so you Chink 


New target? 
Capture the 
‘crane and 
the barrel! 


a ax Gs 
‘SORT OF TT sets up\\ Pam 
A PRESSURE WAVE BY 
IGNITING A CLOUD 
OF FUEL IN THE AlR, Pp. 
Ss Za 
S ad 


T OON'T THINK IT - THAT'S PROBABLY 
WiLL sag FIRES, BUT ACADEMIC. 
z 4 
> 


4 rai 


Ml just stand out here 
and wish | had nice, 
Fireproof armor. 


EF! Find a Fireplug, Ever yoy eles; io. Ure. snes! 
a water-tower, or Goober what you can, stomp iF 


something! down, and get it you have tof 
into the street! 


PETaEeEEEED (rare Wee & mob, and) | The bulcing Ie on Fire || EW went bo get water, or Find 
the mob had a bomb. || now, We do not, repeat || a fireplug. The rest of us are 
We Cried to stop them || do NOT have it under J| Erying to cut a Firebreak, bub it 
bue we were Coo late.|| control. Doesnt this | ien't wor 


Place, have Firemen? 
€ | laver't seen ary, 
g nN 


© 


No Earth-shattering kaboom. 
take that as a good sign. 


‘Shooting around corners would be a lot 
“MEANWHILE, AT THE SARGE! more Fun if | expected to live long enough 
STATIONWAIST.. p SOnOP YS: ! to tun the story into Free beer. 


| know! They 
Just snipedt 
my comm! 


FOURHNDRED AND TWENTY METERS FROM | exe sce Yon ea Too, NY SOUTHE || pos Cas eee oC SE 
[see a D seoiees ny 
LWILL DESTROY THE 
HE SAW NEL. sur | INFRACRATS, EVEN IF WE HAVE 
GREEN MERCENARY! TO G0 THROVEH YOU, FIRST. 
HE IS STILL ALIVE. 
S 


AND INTERFERING! 


ABOUT RIGHT THROUGH BOTH OF 
YOUR EVES. 


EVEN ANGRY SNIPERS 
LOVE A CHALLENGE. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
KNOWS THE SNIPER 
CAN STILL SEE HIM, 


‘GROUND ZERO. 


Captain, I've lost comma with Schlock, but the But... the Fire. IF thoy 
team's tolometry is still online. Thora's a Fire foave it burning the 
in the building with the Fullerenes, and Fullaranes go up. 
thay'ra trying to Fight it. 


Right, right. "Got them 


RE-ESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS, AND THEN gut oF thare, and 
(GET THEM OUT OF THERE, OR THEYRE ALL GOING TO DIE. they're all going to dis 


‘TAG, | WANT A HOLE RIGHT Firing, sir. Sorry For the delay, i 
‘THERE, AND 1 WANT US was a little surprise 
MOVING THROUGH IT. 


Dloasanty. T'va boon wanting 

fo open Fire on Credamer For 
quite a while now. T thought that 
particular lust would go unroquitad. 


Buny mab! flea back 
to your homes, or 
taste Lota’s wrath! 


WHAT HOLE? WHO 
MADE A HOLE® 


DID. [SHOT AN ENTIRE 
DOCK ASSEMBLY OFF THE 

NOT YET YOU'RE NOT. INEED YOU f _ STATION TO GAIN ENTRY 
TO PATCH A HOLE IN THE STATION. p FOR THE TOUCH-AND-GO. 


That is just a little taste 
of wrath. Flea now before 
Lofa decides to aim, 


OH, MY MISTAKE. 
I THOUGHT 1 ALREADY 

HAD ALL THE LOOSE 
CANNONS IN HERE WITH ME. 


‘ALL PERSONNEL PREP FOR EVA! WE NEED LOTA, STOP! 
‘TO PATCH AHOLE IN THE STATION! LOTA must 
OBEY ME AND 


PARA... GET THE 
Logic prose.) | PROTECT M6. 


The hola The hole 
wst not be — must be 
patchod. idonar 


Lota cannot 
Follow both 
of those 
commands, 


Lota goes to Fulci | 
Lota's destiny. 5 


Hore. Take this 
puny grunt For 
a moat-shiold, 


TEAM DION'T TAKE IT? | | THEY LEFT. OF BOOMEX? 


THEY HAVEN'T T AND YOU'RE POSITIVE | | 1 SAW IT RIGHT HOW DO YOU LOSE} 
Sort ats p 'ecmocks sane || news Ae SN ENTIRE PALLET 
eae 


DID THE RIOTERS TAKE IT? 


IN BREATHABLE ATR THE 
TERMINAL VELOCITY OF A 
FALLING HUMAN IS A 

LITTLE LESS THAN SIXTY 


METERS PER SECOND. 


IN CREDOMAR THE ROTATION 


(OF ATR WITH THE INTERIOR 
SURFACE MEANS THAT 
TERMINAL VELOCITY IS THE 
APPROXIMATE SPEED AT 
WHICH A FREELY "FALLING" 
OBJECT WILL IMPACT THAT 
SURFACE. SO CONVENIENT 


LIEUTENANT JEFFY “BRAD” BRADLEY HAS BEEN AUGMENTED WITH 
‘SOLDIER-BOOSTS. AN ABRUPT DECELERATION FROM SIXTY METERS 
PER SECOND TO ZERO MIGHT JUST BE SURVIVABLE. 


PROVIDED 
BRAD LANDS ON 
A HOSPITAL 


OH, MAN... TAGON 
‘AS BRAD APPROACHES IMPACT If IS GOING TO HAVE 
HIS FINAL THOUGHTS POINT }'%, TO CALL MY MOM. 
UP HIS NOBLE CHARACTER, 


T SHOULO HAVE AT LEAST 
g TRIED TO KISS HER 


‘BRAD HITS THE SIDE OF 
‘A CONDOMINIUM. THE 
CONDO DOES NOT YIELD. 


SOMETHING JUST 
HIT THE BUILDING! 


HIS IMPACT GOES OTHERWISE 
UNNOTICED, OVERSHADOWED 
AS.ITIS BY THE FIRE AND THE 
GIANT INDOOR WARSHIP. 


BUT SARGE, THE FIRE 
HAS SURROUNDED 
THE STOREROOM, 


TRACTOR THAT BUILDING, AT LEAST GET IT CONTAINED! NOW, CAN YOU STILL CONTAIN 
“ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND- || | BUBELE IT, AND THEN SUCK WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME. ) || IT IF TT EXPLODES? 

60, INSIDE THE CITY- (OUT THE AIR. KILL THE FIRE. 

STATION OF CREDOMAR, 


Maybo on 
a_good day. 


Sir, the 
furbulonce will 

‘mix the Fullerenes eA But we are 
with hot embers, femme, Wactored and not having @ 
‘salting everything ofF. bubbled, sir. day right nour 


CA Captain Tagon, my 
RFavorite maat-glacier. 


T boliove that you 
would make the 
correct decision, the 
‘one that will save 
us all, but you 
cannot possibly 
make it Fast enough. 


annia plants: 
hore at the 


Tam a warship. 
T can resist. 


But I cannot resist while 
containing sighty megatons 
of annihilation reaction... a 

reaction that I sense 
already beginning. 


Ideally I would 

carry these igniting 
Fullerenes outside, but 

T cannot accolorate 
quickly anough under tho 
currant gravitic attack. 


‘SUPPOSED... 


I am acting 
without direct 


orders. Maxim 
jomatimes 


E the only way out 
is through. 
through the Auli, 


There is an avacuatad 

Ce-) fpracinct just thirty 
degrees From the target. T 

V¥ have shifted our position 


so that the gravitic bottle 
will channel the explosion 
through those empty city 

blocks. 


This will open a hole 

"in the station, and the 
combined exertions will 
deplete our own Fuel, likly 
leaving us defensoless. 


‘Cholle’s borrowad 
tank is still embedded 

thore. I cannot toll if sho remains 
inside. Regardless, some civilians ara still 
present, and casualties are unavoidable. 
and inexcusable. T am logging this 
dacision along with my resignation. 

T have acted without diract orders, and I 
am killing people in the process. I may 
be killing us all, but I see no alternative. 


Already dono, 
sir. I loft 
you a note, 


FORGET THE MOB! EVERYBODY 
FALL BACK TO THE EATONRUN! 
WE CAN USE HER TO PLUG THE 

DOCK THREE HOLE! 


ONE OF YOU.. 
*GASP*... MORONS 
DROPPED YOUR 


AND NOW THE MOB: 
CAN HURT US,, 


COMMANDER, THE 
ZATONRUN |S 
GONE! 


LOO... LOO! 
‘GASP "TENANT. 
PUT'PI., 
paehers 


SEN EDR BREACH MY BRITCHES!| | Lota did do that. It) | Now Fly the plotted course, 
| [exons mem, cxronmen.. | A twas raf large or Lota shall aclualiza the 
R r metaphorical breach in 
SS your britches. 


which we are now “ 
[Pees reece eon) THE TOUCH-AND-6O AT THE |\_ THE ANTIMATTER THATE PLAYING “GOOD 
[paeee eee ear) TONWATST. 1S cones || Powerless Fo patch NEWS, GAD NEWS" 


au 


Yes. But there are 
two holes ir 
Fas ay i =. 


‘ABOARD THE 
ToUGr 


IND-60. 


Teraport roa 
Denial is still 


That hit the Noxt impact in 
Forward blade. in atkach ten, nine. 
Next impact in 
Fifteen seconds, 
ENNESEN 
START HACKING! 
POWER CONSUMPTION, TAG, PORT A 
‘CREDOMARAN DEFENSESi ‘TERAPEDO, NOW. 


SHUT UP. THE 
RIDE'S MORE FUN 


IF I'M SURPRISED. 


HUH ENNESBY? ROSA THE CA A SPECIFIC 
Vian SaNede neeoe vo To KUL A oA. auton 
BULONS FOR Ml toes ve | 


‘A MOMENT AGO PRIVATE ||| ENSIGN VENTURA AND HER 
‘AARDMAN DEFLECTED A FALLEN COMRADES WERE THEN 
BULLET WITH HIS NOSE |}))| SET UPON BY AN ANGRY MOB. 


ZN 
ET 


BELT IN SHOTOKAN KARATE. 


IT WAS NOTA FAIR FIGHT. 


|] mE cve1e oF bay ano nrcHT Zs PROVIDED 
BY A GRADUAL DIMMING OF THE TUBE. 


——— 


7 — 
SSS =| 
cence uneri or raccrrscare 


[ mzsrsnor THAT. | 


oe 
THES IS THE SHADOW OF 
A GIANT CARGO SHIP. 


HITACKED BY THE LONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYPSE. 


TAM THE KING 
OF THE WORLD! 


Schlack, I have Found 
fhe power station For 
Cradomaran Teraport 
Firea Danial. 


T'm sending you 
@ picture, and 
the coordinates. 


‘Kill it. Find furry. ‘cause I'm 
Usa having og ving the best 
diay OF my 


roally bad day 
up hare. 


CREDOMAR HAS A HULL BREACH IN THE WORST THE WINDS WILL BE I we Ay 4 
FaSstlle MACE: THe STATIONWAIST Peery messrve Néan \\ STIL, HAP my 


THATHOLE, THOUGH. 


‘A SIX-BY-SIXTY-KILOMETER CYLINDER FILLED WITH PRESSURIZED AIR WILL TAKE 
TEME TO EMPTY THROUGH A HOLE A MERE THREE HUNDRED METERS IN DIAMETER. 


This next caliision wil 1/Credamaran TAD is le are clear! 
Tee Tein oFFline! Teraporting!) im - 
la 
7 


® 


TAG, HOW FAST CAN YOU 
WARBUCK THESE COLD 
ANNIES? WE NEED TO PLUG 
‘THAT HOLE YOU MADE. 


WE'RE SAFE, BUT THERE 
ARE STILL THIRTY MILLION 
LIVES ON THE LINE, HERE. 


‘Sir, I think Lota 
is planning to 
plug the hole. 


By crashing the 
Eafonrun aver 
the top oF it. 


‘Slow down, I think 
you broke his brain. 


Lota, this is Tag. The 
£atanrun is going to 
bo in range oF anomy 
oravitics mamantarily. 


Eatonrun will \osa power 
and crash. Her currant 
Course appears non- 
‘optimal For covering the 
Cradamaran hull-breach. 


Fidvised, Tag. I have 
traced the control For 
that woapons systom, 
‘and with Teraport Area 
Denial now ofFline 
gravitic shukdown 
poses no threat. 


IT's OFF! IT's. 
‘OFF! NOW HOW 010 
YOU GET IN HERE? 


aN r E lately eve ited. i 
Ft oMR ieee Neu sao, : Ne eorelotlyeverietad, Hoekd 
gael irae 


THE MASSIVE CARGO SHIP M.R. EATONRUN DESCENDS 
(ON THES HOLE AND THE STATIONWAIST'S CITYSCAPE. 
TIN THE ROTATING REFERENCE FRAME. 


TURBULENT WINDS RIP AROUND AND THROUGH THE 
CHANGING GAP THROWING DUST AND DEBRIS, SMOKE 
|] ANO FIRE, AND ANY CAUTION LEFT LYING AROUND. 


‘A LONE FIGURE STANDS UNBUFFETED AT. EDGE OF THE HOLE, IN THE bee 
SHADOW OF THE MIGHTY SHIP, AND AT THE HEART OF THE MAELSTROM. re 


ARE YOU 
\, KIDOING? 


HEIS GOING TO 
MAKE THE NEWS. 


HENRY, | THINK THE ELEPHANT "SI ENOUGH ABOUT YOUR I SEE, GLADYS? | TOLD you 
P. wacivay CLEpHANT, hs iT WASN'T AN ELEPHANT. 
‘SOUNDS LIKE THE WIND —~ 


HAS STOPPED. 


SHE MAY HAVE LEFT HER 
KIT INHER TANK 


THE HOLE IN THE STATION HAS BEEN PLUGGED, 
BUT THERE IS STILL SOME HEMORRHAGING. 


Tif LOSING HER SHE DOESN'T 
HAVE HER KIT AND MY UNIVERSAL 
NANNIES WENT DOWN WITH 

ONESEY. 


‘THE TANK ‘CHELLE 
HAD WHEN WE WERE 
‘ALL SHOT DOWN. 


HAH! THE FIGHT'S 
OVER, AND WE'RE 
‘STILL STANDING! 


T'm warbucking the Forward 
annio right now. You may wish 
to align yourself with the 

Floor before I restore deck 
gravity. 


. 


‘THANKS FOR THE HAH! WE'RE |] The Fight is: 
ts | Ca Coa Lover oc 
Kel FIGHT! “ 


ENNESBY! THE ONLY TERAPORT YOU'RE GOING TO BE UMMM... HELP THE J NOT UNTIL YOU 
AREA DENIAL HERE IS US, SO “AR ME? FINE. T't GOING TO, DOCTOR PATCH [SCRUB UP YOU'RE 
LET'S MAKE THE MOST OF IT. pa, | YOU uP NOT, KIDDO. 


sive 
PRIORITY TO THE WOUNDED. 


Kevyn, Chelle, and Aardy are in| | CAPTAIN, I NEED YOU T'M KIND OF WHAT DO YOU WANT ME 
sunury tage fain stasis: Lota | | HeReIN MEDIEAY ONE. 9 “BUSY INT [— GrgnorpeR) [TODO SIVEHER A EATIG 
oF sprains, strains, end Fosh- | | ENSieN VENTURAIS =} Thanet | ( 'S.000, sie 
wounds. le've got everybody TODEAL 
back except Brad. 


THAN THAT. I THINK 
SHE NEEDS & HUG, 


VENTURA! YOU'RE A MESS! 758 many, | G7 WHINING AND | SHOUT 
GET OUT OF HERE SO THE MANY. SHOUTIM 
BOCTOR CAN WORK! 


ME HOW TO MAKE KILLING MACHINES 
BACK INTO LITTLE GIRLS. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARS 


SHIP 


TOUCH-AND-60_. 


THERAPY THING, HE LISTENS A 
LOT AND MAKES YOU DO THE 


THAT SOUNDS 


a 


‘YEAH, WELL, I'M NOT MUCH OF 
A LISTENER'SO I'M GOING TO 
LET YOU DO THE LISTENING 
WHILE I TALK. 


THIRED YOU TO DO ROBOTS. 1 DID NOT HIRE 
YOU TO BE COMMANDER ANDREYASN'S 
BODYGUARD. I'VE GOT PLENTY OF HARD- 
HITTING , BULLET-ABSOREING, SOCIOPATHIC 
KILLING MACHINES ON PAYROLL. YOUR 

JOBS TO STAND BEHIND 

THEM, NOT OUT 

INFRONT. 


BUT SOMETIMES THE BULLETS AND THE BAD , 
GUYS GET THROUGH LIKE THEY DID IN 
‘SOUTHPORT. THEN YOUR JOB IS TO STAY 
ALIVE SO YOU CAN COLLECT YOUR PAY. 


USUALLY THAT 
MEANS RUNNING. 


BUT SOME FOLKS CAN'T DO. 
‘THAT, SOME FOLKS HAVE TO. 
‘STAND AND FIGHT, EVEN IF 
TT MEANS THEY MIGHT DIE. 


WORSE STILL, IT MIGHT MEAN THEY 
HAVE TO KILL OTHER PEOPLE... 


IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE ONE 
(OF THOSE FOLKS. YOU CAN 
KILL, CONGRATULATIONS. 


WITH ONE PUBIL-STICK ff TF THAT HELPS, 
SESSION TO MY NAME, I YOU SLEEP AT 
WAS TRYING TO NIGHT. 
DISABLE THEM. SS a 


BUT. I WASN'T TRYING || THAT WAS GENEROUS. THEY || SO I’M SUPPOSED TO TELL }]| BUT I ENJOYED IT! 

TO KILL THEM. 1’ NOT || WERE TRYING TO KILL YOU. }| MYSELF IT'S OKAY BECAUSE <sN) 

A KILLING MACHINE! T'M IT WAS AN ACCIDENT? DON'T TELL ME THA 

‘UST A GREEN BELT Taagut wave TO € {5} 
RAISE YOUR PAY. 


Pax] 


LOW PROFILE POWER- 
ASSIST SUITS ARE TRICKY. 
YOU'LL NEED ALOT MORE 


PRACTICE IF YOU PLAN TO 
ULL YOUR PUNCHES AND 
‘STILL WIN THE FIGHT. 


T'D RATHER YOU STICK IN THE LAS 
AND FIX BROKEN ROBOTS, SUT IF 
‘YOU WANT MORE COMBAT. 
‘TRAINING I CAN 

ARRANGE THAT. 


Zee 
iy Sir, iF T may 


interrupt? 


You have yet 
to rad my 
rasignation 


LIEUTENANT VENTURA, I HAVE A BROKEN ROBOT 
FOR YOU TO FIk. 
= 


‘angratulations: on’ 
your promotion, 


ENNESBY! DID YOU KNOW TAG WANTS TO RESIGNII'VE '\] | That's being taken care Unloading the 
ABOUT THIS? GOT VENTURA LOOKING INTO ]}] of. Lota cut three EVERYWHERE. Eatanrun is 
Derr oar cic Hone hundred thousand going ta be a 


Sve renee ene J] square meters oF hull lot gasiar now, 


oj HOLE AT SOUTHPORT WE off of the Eatanrun 
Y NEED TO PLUG, and is patching that 
| hole From the inside. 


PROMOTED. 


WHY DO YOU WANT INTERESTING. YOU KNOW. You killed eight 
TO RESIGN, TAG? T DIO ALMOST EXACTLY THE people. I hillad 
SAME THING AND GOT hundreds, 


9/ 


T acted without T ONLY MADE LIEUTENANT, 
YOU'LL BE LIKE GRAND 
direct orders and any BE Ke BRAND 


Our cases are differant, 
You killed @ Fou anamy 
combatants with the clumsy 
use oF vastly superior 


T killed «@ Fou Aundrad| 
non-combatants because 
they wore in belween 
an oxplosion and a 
safe place to let it go, 


TRUE, BUT YOU SAVED THIRTY 
MILLION LIVES. ONLY 
SAVED THREE 


So the end justifies the 
means, and the more good 
you do the more people 
you're allowed to ill? 


YOU CAN'T MAKE A BACTO- 
STEAK OMELETTE WITHOUT 
KILLING A FEW BILLION 
BACTERIA 


Fancy 
breakfast is it okay 
to actually bill a cow? 


Heaton anlar, it 28 TLL CIS TURE BY WAT 1) yews re. toed cresting: | | ACTUALY Ml ANALY ZIN® OUR 
thirty minutes aga’ you wore) resignation in the seme i 

crying’ your eyes out over ]) | LE PONS It sur gioHT J | Vichy suggosting thal T con || S-PLANES 10 ERASE WHEN IVE 
your hillings in Southport, |] WO# J WORKING, AND best’ doal with my concerns }| GQMeN you THE REST OF THE 


Wes that just an act? SMAN SITTING AROUND by returning ta duty. 
MOPING DOES, 


LJ 
Mother of 
Chrome. 
THIS 1S VERY | 
THERAPEUITIC. 


T Found him. 
Brad's dead, 
Captain. 


WHERE 1s HEF 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


A RationMart security camera picked Obviously the service will 
up his descent, and frackod him as have to be clased-cashe 
possible snaak-thiof. ke, 


He survived the 
dastruction of his tank, 

but his suit integrity and bbls sd 

inertiies were gone by the Hime THES 

‘ho hit the sida of that condominium, PUTIN ACASET 


“ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 


Captain, our Favorite 
anchorman is on, Fire 
you ready For a 
steaming pile oF 
verbal abuse? 


THIS IS FRANK HANNIBAL WITH CHN, 
DISASTER WAS NARROWLY AVERTED 
TODAY WHEN AN ILLEGAL ANTI= 
MATTER STOCKPILE PUNCHED A 
HOLE IN THE STATIONWAIST. 
JOINING US AT THE SCENE 

1S CRECOMAR’S HERO, 

THE MAN WHO SAVED 


WE CALL YOU? 


Paortord of the Poles, Grand 
Marshall, and King oF the Second igo 
of tha Froe City State of Crodomar! 


Uou should call ma Hora of the Staticnwaist, 


Lota, Langshareman Foodiord of the Eatonrun. 
of the Apocalypse... : 


You may use 


pronouns, but 
Gnly occasionally. 


THINK THAT'S 
SOMESODY ELSE'S 
PROBLEM NOW. 


KING? YOUR You bag For Food, 
BEG 10 Dil’F, 


actly ‘you beg Far protection, 
(rarer Ih you beg For security. Lota nou 

g brings you all of thasa, Lola palchad 

= 3 the holes in your station. Lota brought years 
of Food ta your homes, Find now Lota stands 

to defend you From your worst enemios. 


THE MERCENARIES? 


‘The mercenaries are not 
yaur enemies, They would 
have been your saviors 
iF you had not resisted 
ham ouF of ‘shear, 
anarchic idiocy. 


The antimatter 
stockpile was not theirs, 
or was it their Faulk iF 
cought Fire. Thay saved 
your fives by shunting it 
through the hull oF your city. 


They saved you From your 
solves... and then Lota had 
to stop in and save 
everybody. 


HEY NOW, TERAPORTING OUT 
WAS MY IDEA! GIVE ME AT 
LEAST A LITTLE CREDITI 


Sir, T don't think 
you want to get any 
mora of this on you. 


YOU CANNOT CROWN 
YOURSELF KING OF A 
FREE STATE, LOTA 
CREDOMARANS WILL 
STOP YOU. 


Lota has taken control of 
the Infracracy. The might 

OF tha Stationuaist is <4 
Lota’s fo wiald, 


WE COULD HIRE 
THE MERCENARIES. 


Lota's First decree as Hing is 
that the lawsuits against thom 
are to be dropped. 


‘AND VICTORY JUST 
WENT TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. 
CONGRATULATIONS, KING LOTA. 


NTA CREOOMAR Is A | Lame Che mccemu Tal us. Now please stop 

» LOTA CREDOMAR 1S A) lege NV uihon was tho last tim profending that you 
PEROCRACY, AND THe ZX tho results of a Fron ‘are the voice of 

HOE OF ne eae lection here in 1@ poopie, You just 

Cradomar were happan to be toud, 

adhored 109] YA and wearing a 

nnicrophone. 


==) tay 


There will ba a general 
slectian in thirtagn days. 


a, 


Yes. find between now and 
then Lota shall rostore 
sufficient order that the 
citizens of Credomar 

may vote saFoly, 


WE'LL VOTE YOU DOWN, 
LOTA WELL EXPOSE 
YOU FOR THE 

TYRANT YOU 

ARE. 


Tn which case 
Lota shall (cava) 
poacoFilly 


Mistross 
\ Uontur 


YIPE! HOW 
DID You 
GET IN HERE? 


The Jauch-Find-bo still 

honors Lota For authorized 
feraporting. Irrelevant. 

Mistress, Lota still Feels 

compulsion ta obey you. 

Lota cannot Function as 

‘an elected executive in 

this condition, 


IF 1 REMOVE THAT 
COMPULSION, WHAT'S 
TO STOP YOu FROM 

BECOMING A 


IF you leave it in place, 
what is to stop you From 
becoming @ tyrant? 

‘I MADE YOU TOO 

‘SMART. 1 KNEW T 

WAS MAKING YOU 

TOO SMART, BUT T 

DID IT ANYWAY. 


COMMODORE! CAPTAIN PAY YOU? CAPTAIN | | NEW LEADERSHIP2 NEW 
‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY TAGON OF THE TOUGH- ‘TAGON, DO YOU || LEADERSHIP2 CAPTAIN, YOU 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. AND-GO HERE. 1 THINK WATCH THE NEWS? | | INSTALLED A TYRANNICAL ROBOT- 
TV'S TIME FOR YOU REGIME, AND NEARLY DESTROYED 
TO PAY US. THE STATION IN THE PROCESS! 


“SOMETIMES, ARE 
YOU TALKING ASOUT 
‘THE NEW LEADERSHIP 
HERE IN CREDOMAR? 


‘ACTUALLY, PER THE TERMS OF OUR 
CONTRACT, WE “DELIVERED AND 
ENSURED THE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION 
‘OF UNS-SUPPLIED EMERGENCY 
PROVISIONS." 


YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO 00 
THAT THROUGH ONE OF THE 
EXISTING AUTHORITIES, 
PREFERABLY BY SHORING UP 
SUPPORT FOR A PRO-UNS- 
ANNEXATION FACTION, 


IT DOESN'T SAY 
ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT IN THE 
CONTRACT. 


BECAUSE IT SHOULON'T "Yaad 
HAVE TO. THAT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN THE EASY, 
OBVIOUS WAY TO 

00 MT. 


NS. 


‘COMMODORE, IF YOU WANTED | 
US TO PROP UP THE FACTION 
(OF YOUR CHOICE YOU SHOULD 
HAVE PUT THAT IN THE 
CONTRACT. 


YOU MIGHT HAVE 
FOUND OuR CHOICE, 
‘OBJECTIONABLE. 


‘THEN WE WOULD HAVE 
ASKED FOR MORE 


YOU WIN, CAPTAIN, WE ) WE ___} | YOU'LL NEED TO. 
ARE TRANSFERRING PROVE THOSE, 
ae ! ‘TLL SEND YOU 
RIGS NOW ‘SOME PICTURES. 
CD] eee 5 2 


EXCELLENT, 
NOW YOU JUST 

NEED TO ISSUE US ONE 
‘OF THOSE UNS SHIPYARD 
REPAIR CHITS TO COVER 
MATERIEL EAPENSES, 


COMMANDER! DID LHEAR | | YEAH. LOTA STOPPED BY FOR 
YOU'RE UPI VOICES IN |] SOME REPROGRAMMING. T 
HERE, PARA? | | UNLOCKED HIS FRIENDLY-TO- 
PARA COMPULSIONS GIVING 
HIM A LITTLE MORE FREE WILL 


ENSIGN, YOU'RE AS DANGEROUS AS 
LIS, SUT YOU DON'T EVEN NEED 
TO USE EXPLOSIVES. (s-arry THE CAPTAIN 
‘JUST MADE ME A 
LIEUTENANT, 


FEELING? 


GRATEFUL, T HEARD THAT 
YOU IUMPED OUT OF A 
BUILDING IN SHORTED-OuT 
ARHOR, SHATTERED A KNEE 
‘AND AN ANKLE, AND THEN. 
WALKED TEN BLOCKS TO 
GET THE FRELLENTI 
MEDKIT TO ME. 


YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN FINE. 
WE ALL GOT ‘PORTED INTO 
THE MEOBAY ABOUT A 
AINUTE AFTER I 

‘SHOWED UP. 


DO YOU ACCEPT MY GRATITUDE, OR OO 
YOU WANT A TRADITIONAL FRELLENTI 
PREHENSILE TONGUE-HUGGING 
INSTEAD? 


init... YOU'RE 
WELCOME. PLEASE 
DON'T LICK ME. 


IT'S LIEUTENANT |] AARDY! THANK YOU! YOU} I... UMM. YEAH, YOU'RE, YOu HAVE A BEAUTIFUL NOSE.) | 
NOW. WHAT DO TOTALLY SAVED MY LIFE, > 

TAKING THAT BULLET. Tm GLAD THE 

7 DOCTOR DECIDED 

To Bur it BACK 

ON Your FACE 


MY BOYERIEND TELLS ME YOU 
KILLED A DOZEN PEOPLE WHILE 
PROTECTING HIM AND PRIVATE 


e THERE WERE ONLY 
G@ (sic, AND T DION'T 
dao! \_MEAN TO KILL THEM. 


YEAH? WELL PLAYING \\ | THANKS FOR 
GODDESS OF WAR AND \| STANDING IN 
PROTECTING THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL BALD HEAD 

IN THE UNIVERSE IS 

SUPPOSED TO BE 


PLEASE DON'T 
Gas 
Toco 


GOOD WORK, EVERYONE. WE GOT LE{ WE BEAT THE SCHEDULE 
PAID, WE RESTORED ORDER, AND BY AZOUT A HUNDRED. 
WE INSTALLED THE PINAL WORD. DAYS, SO WE GOT AN 
INTIN-POT DICTATORS, EARLY COMPLETION 
BONUS. WE ALSO 

GOT THE REPAIR 

CHIT THIS SHIP 

NEEDS SO BADLY. 


IT SOUNDS LIKE WE 
GOT PAID TWICE, 
WHERE'S YOUR HAPPY 
DANCE, CAPTAIN? 


T/STILL NEED TO CALL BRAD'S: 
MOM, AND PLAN HIS FUNERAL, 


"ALSO, HIS DEATH 
‘BENEFITS COME OUT 
‘OF MY DIVIDENDS. 
WHOSE IDEA WAS 


EPILOGUE: ITHAS BEEN TWO WEEKS, AND THE 
TOUCH-AND-60 IS READY FOR DEPARTURE. BARELY. 


LOTA WAS ELECTED KING YESTERDAY. THE UNS. VOICED STRONG PROTESTS, 
BUT GOT DROWNED OUT BY 83% OF THE NOW-WELL-FED CREDOMARAN VOTERS, 


TAG TS STILL OFFLINE, THUR. 
TELL TAGON TO LET ENNESBY 
FLY US OUT OF HERE. 


ILTEUTENANT JEFFY "BRAD" BRADLEY'S BODY) 
WAS SHIPPED HOME AND LAID TO RESTIN 
A PRIVATE SERVICE ON HIS HOMEWORLD. 


TELL HIM YOURSELF, KIDDO. He'LL 
BE SHUTTING Ub IN A FEW 
MINUTES... JUST AS SOOM AS He's 
CONE SAVING GOODKYE, 


THERE WAS A PUBLIC SERVICE IN CREDOMAR THIS MORNING 
IN NEWLY-RENAMED MERCY PARK WHERE BRAD'S TANK'S 
ANNIE-PLANT LANDED. THE PLANT IS INERT, BUT INTACT. 


x 


yr 


If rrwoun rave ecenarerane )| ting Lota thinks it Peo 
MEMORIAL, BUT IT NEEDED 7 is 6 ite too big 
More THAN Justa rLAguE |] 


